


7380447 PTE ALFRED S HOPE RAMC -16 PARA FIELD 
AMBULANCE 
 
On Sunday 17th September 1944 almost 3,000 men arrived on the landing zones to 
the West of Oosterbeek, 8 miles from the Bridge at Arnhem. Approximately 750 
troops, mainly 2nd Parachute Battalion, led by Lieutenant Colonel John D Frost, 
made it to the bridge.  They captured it and held it for 3 days before either being 
killed or running out of ammunition and taken into captivity. Stanley, it transpired, 
was one of the men who died at the bridge. 
 
Chris Hollis has written a story on Pte Alfred Hope which members can read by 
going to the following link: 
 
https://lookaside.fbsbx.com/file/Stanley%20Hope.pdf?token=AWxxUrN0dHvHTZ_fIT
NU6nLl130tKRvtULsfiu7jMltJ6VccSxSjtiT2SrTkAb-
BMHhYIxQbedU8bNdayQQl5PJ1r_pHAQOTi5rywZ_aK7dNwJerXqkmbmTTD68vNK
_S2ZFf18fUEHSmN_8o82xVCs2R 
 

 
RESEARCH FOR A NEW BBC 2 DOCUMENTARY ON WORLD WAR 
II  
 
Ken Roberts Secretary RAMC Association East Midlands Branch                                                                                      
received a request from Tom Macrae in them following email.  If any readers 
participated in any of the incidents at Salerno landings, Volturno river crossings, 
crossing of the Garigliano and the Battles of Monte Cassino would you please 
contact Tom on the number at the end of this article?  
 
                                                                                                                       
“From: Tom Macrae <Tom.Macrae@walltowall.co.uk> 
Sent: 11 July 2019 11:47 
To: 'ramcemsec@outlook.com' 
Subject: BBC1 documentary RAMC  
  
 
Hi Kenneth, 
  
Thanks for your time just now - I have spoken to the National Secretary Chris 
Richards, but thought I’d email you directly too. 
  
My name is Tom Macrae and I’m contacting you from Wall to Wall, a TV production 
company in London.  We specialise in history documentaries, and we have made 
award-winning shows such as Who Do You Think you Are (BBC1), Long Lost Family 
(ITV) and Blitz: The Bombs That Changed Britain (BBC2). 
  
We are currently in production on a new World War 2 documentary for BBC1, which 
will be presented by a much-loved British celebrity.  The programme will be exploring 
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the Italian campaign from Salerno to Cassino and more specifically, we’ll be telling 
the story of a RAMC nursing orderly in the 185 Field Ambulance. 
  
As part of my research, I am looking to speak to RAMC veterans on the telephone to 
hear about their experiences & memories of Italy – these calls will all be confidential 
& off the record, and are purely for our own research purposes. 
  
We’d be especially excited to hear from any veterans who were part of: 
 

 The Salerno landings (Sep 1943) 

 The Volturno river crossing (Oct 1943) 

 Crossing of the Garigliano (Jan 1944) 

 The battles of Monte Cassino (including the crossing of the Rapido  River in 
May 44) 

 
Do you know of any veterans who saw action in Italy at this time? 
  
If so, please could you pass along their contact details / phone number, or tell them 
to phone me directly on 020 3301 8445. 
  
And just to add that as usual with TV production, we are up against it time wise, so 
swift help would be much appreciated- thanks for any help in advance and hope to 
hear from you soon! 
  
Very best wishes, 
Tom” 
  

FRIENDS OF MILLBANK (FOM) SUMMER NEWSLETTER 
 

“Dear Members, 
 
I do so hope you are enjoying the summer weather. However behind the scenes you 
are not forgotten. 
 
I have three messages to convey to you: 
 
FIRST MESSAGE: A request by me to all members to please send a card to  
John Blair our President who has contributed so much to FOM over the years 
John is now a long term patient in Tay Ward, Perth Royal Infirmary, Taymount 
Terrace, Perth PH1 1NX.  Knowing his friends are thinking of him will I am sure 
please him. 
 
SECOND MESSAGE: A request from Maggie Tyler who leads the oral history 
programme. She is asking for the names of 1940 – 45 FOM evacuees.  Please see 
the advertisement attached for action notes. 
 
THIRD MESSAGE: Our next event is the Garden Party Richmond on Saturday 17th 
August 2019, Flyer is appended to this newsletter. PLEASE NOTE THE NEW 



DATE. Names to ME at frankeadavis@gmail.com 
 
Yours 
 
Frank” 
 

R0YAL VICTORIA COUNTRY PARK NEWSLETTER 
 

The July edition of the Royal Victoria Country Park Newsletter is appended to this 
Newsletter. 

 
ARMY PAY OFFICE LICHFIELD 
 

The article appended to this newsletter is the basis of a draft chapter of a book John 
is compiling titled ‘Legends from the Ledger: The Army Pay Services during the 
Great War: A Social History.’  Although not directly involving the Army Medical 
Services this paper gives an insight into Lichfield Garrison between 1910 and 1921, 
and the Army Pay Office which was initially based in the town itself until it 
commandeered a large house in Lichfield Park, and remained there until 1937. The 
old house was used by the War Office during the Second World War.  In the 
immediate post war period the house was demolished.   
 
As the Defence Medical Services appear to be based at Whittington Barracks near 
Lichfield and the WO and Sgts of the Army Medical Services are holding their annual 
dinner there on 31st August 2019, he thought it may be appropriate to include this 
feature in the August issue of the RAMC Reunited Newsletter.  
  
From 1881 until the post 1918 era Whittington Barracks served as the Depot for both 
the North Staffordshire Regiment and the South Staffordshire Regiment. 

 
RAMC CORPS SUNDAY 23 JUNE 2019 
 

Marie Ellis the Co-Ord Secretary AMS & Regimental Secretary RAMC   has notified 
of an officially endorsed photographic record of the recent Corps Sunday Service 
and March Past is now available to view on The RAMC Association Website 
https://www.ramcassociation.org.uk/main-news/association-news/154-corps-sunday-
photo-round-up 
 

All photographs were taken by a professional and credited to ‘Perry Tatman 
Photography’ and must carry his credit if they are passed on to a third party. 
 

 

 

MORE POEMS BY KEVIN M WELSH 

 
Matters of Separation - Sleep Now My Baby Boy 

 

mailto:frankeadavis@gmail.com
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Sleep now my baby boy… 
Sleep now my son. 

Daddy is so proud of you… 
Now your life’s begun. 

 
Sleep now my baby boy… 

Sleep now my son. 
Daddy will give you all his love… 

That will go on and on. 
 

Sleep now my baby boy… 
Sleep now my son. 

Daddy will play when you’re awake… 
Together we’ll have some fun. 

 
Sleep now my baby boy… 

Sleep now my son. 
Daddy will brighten up your day… 

As bright as the noonday sun. 
 

Sleep now my baby boy… 
Sleep now my son. 

Daddy has a job to do… 
From you he must be gone 

 
Sleep now my baby boy… 

Sleep now my son. 
Daddy is setting off to war… 

And he will take his gun. 
 
 

Sleep now my baby boy… 
Sleep now my son. 

Daddy cannot come back home… 
Until his task is done. 

 
 
 

Sleep now my baby boy… 
Sleep now my son. 

Daddy will return to you… 
When the war is won. 

 
Sleep now my baby boy… 

Sleep now my son… 
Daddy’s got to go now… 

Daddy’s got to run… 
 

My darling baby boy… 
My dear son. 



I’m sorry… I’m so sorry… 
Goodnight… and… goodbye. 

 
©   Kevin M Welsh 2010 

 
 

My Darling Son 
 

This is my son. 
You can have him… 

But only on loan. 
Make sure you give him back to me 
In the same state I gave him to you. 

For he is my darling son… 
And I love him deeply. 

 
Take care of him… 

In the same way that 
I have cared for him. 

Nurture him… 
As I have nurtured him. 

Be proud of him… 
As I am proud of him. 

Comfort him… 
As I have comforted him. 

Protect him… 
As I have protected him. 

And please… 
Please… I beseech you… 

I beg you… 
Keep him safe from harm. 

 
 
 

Remember… 
He is not your property, 

He is not yours… 
He is mine… 

He belongs to me… 
And I want him back. 

I want him back 
In the same condition 

In which I handed him to you… 
For this is my belovéd son… 

And he means the world to me. 
 

Promise me this… 
Promise me 

You will return him to me… 
Unharmed… 



Safe. 
For he is my son… 

My dear son… 
My darling son. 

 
Please… 

 
PLEASE! 

 
© Kevin M Welsh 2009 

 

MORE POEMS DONATED BY JOHN SILKSTONE 

 
MORE TALL TALES 

 
I saw two fishermen talking 

Standing side by side 
One with his hands in his pocket 

The other his arms open wide 
“I tell you it was this big, 

I had it on my line, 
If I’d caught it in my net 

Everything would be fine, 
Have you caught a big one?” 

He asked turning to I. 
“My biggest was eighteen inches, 

But that was from eye to eye.” 
 
 

©   John A Silkstone 2006 
 

MORNING NECKLACE 
 

Bright 
Sunlight 

Is sparkling 
Through the jeweled 

Icicles dangling from my guttering. 
 

©   John A Silkstone 1991 
 

 

MOTHER WITHIN 
 

I see your mother within you 
Though each of you are different 
In one I see your mother’s eyes 

In two I see her smile 
In three a knowledge beyond your years. 



 
Yes your mother is within you 

A tilt of the head 
A sweep of the arm 

The brushing of your hair 
It’s all there within you. 

 
©   John A Silkstone 2001 

 

 

MY COMPOST FRIE 
 

The long winter over 
From her bed she will unroll 

Crawling from the compost heap 
In the garden she will stroll, 
Wandering across the lawn 

With others of her ilk 
Moving to the patio 

For a saucer full of milk. 
Should I try to touch her? 

She’ll roll into a ball 
Showing off her prickly coat 

Defensive to one and all. 
 

©   John A Silkstone 1995 
 

 

In 1997 I enter a competition to write a poem with the words ‘my slippers’ within the 
poem. Very surprised three months later when I received a cheque for £25 as the 
winner. 
 

 
MY SLIPPERS AND I 

 
I’ve seen crabs with nippers 

Dolphins with flippers 
Plus smoked fish that mongers call kippers. 

 
 
 

I’ve seen ships known as clippers 
Piloted by skippers 

All out at sea with day-trippers. 
 

Though the best sight of all, that I can recall, 
Is me with my pipe and my slippers. 

 
©   John A Silkstone 1997 

 



 
 

NAIL CLIPPERS 
 

Light reflects off stainless steel 
Crescent moon cutters with - 

Toothless mouth agape 
Waits. 

For the fulcrum lever pressure 
To cut the nail within. 

 
©   John A Silkstone 1997 

 
 
 

TURNING OF THE PAGE CEREMONY – WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

DATE      UNIT 

5th October 2019   5 Medical Regiment 
7th December 2019   205 Field Hospital 
 
The Books are at the front of Westminster Abbey under the RAMC windows. 
The Ceremony always starts at 1100 hours sharp. 
 
Those wishing to attend should be in at the designated location before 
1045hrs so that they can be in position and, if they need a seat then earlier as 
there are only approximately 20 seats. 
 
Those attending should state that they are attending the RAMC Service and will be 
allowed in. 
 
Those members who are unable to travel can now view the Books of Remembrance 
On the following link; 
 
http://www.ramcassociation.org.uk/remembrance/our-online-book-of-remembrance 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 

 

http://www.ramcassociation.org.uk/remembrance/our-online-book-of-remembrance


If you are unhappy with the service you get from Veterans UK, there are different 
ways you can complain.  Members can complain by going to the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/veterans-uk/about/complaints-

procedure?utm_source=0ee4dfe7-79c6-4a85-b311-

d9e5d1931c78&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=weekly 

 

 

ENSURING THE RIGHT PAYMENTS ARE MADE TO THE RIGHT 
PEOPLE 
 
As an overseas member of the Armed Forces Pension Schemes it is important to 
report any changes of circumstances that may affect your pension to ensure you are 
receiving the right payments. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ensuring-the-right-payments-are-made-to-the-

right-people?utm_source=66f34a3b-cedc-4c35-b361-3 

 

 
WAR PENSION SCHEME  

 
Information about compensation schemes for UK serving and former serving 
personnel injured as a result of their service in the armed forces.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/war-pension-

scheme?utm_source=dfc1659d-8461-4579-ba26-

f37c22c868dd&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=weekly 

 

 
BRITISH SOLDIERS KILLED DURING WW2 ARE HONOURED AS 
THEY ARE LAID TO REST 
 
Two unknown British soldiers have finally been laid to rest after they lost their lives 
during World War 2.  Readers can obtain further information by going to the following 
link: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-soldiers-killed-during-ww2-are-

honoured-as-they-are-laid-to-rest?utm_source=5640268d-601c-47cc-8f55-

f5a7d089a4c8&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=weekly 

 
 
MUSEUM OF MILITARY MEDICINE 
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Public consultation is now underway on the Museum of Military Medicine’s plans to 
build a new museum facility and medical innovation hub in Cardiff Bay. 
 
In 2016 the Museum of Military Medicine (MMM) embarked upon an ambitious 
transformation programme as part of a longer-term project to relocate the museum 
from Keogh Barracks, near Aldershot, to Cardiff, in South Wales, by 2022. In 
addition to designing a new museum facility in Cardiff, all aspects of the Museum’s 
operations and governance have been revisited with a view to transforming MMM 
from a supported regimental collection to a self-sustaining cultural and innovation 
enterprise.  In order to obtain further information on this subject please visit the 
following link: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/AMSMuseum/?__tn__=%2CdkCH-R-
R&eid=ARDtyCnhYQJdioiU7cFfiPd9AZKNgOEK-IEtCMNKY-
fxJG6mtyXWKXKYwrDU0D9J5jpX-
wxOi3bVAv62&hc_ref=ARSSsYsR6smhFf656paP779OYVq3jnQPbQvc3WHASJFcL
NZPpL1Uzy8pHKbIdUImK44&fref=nf&hc_location=group 
 
 
 
 

RAMC REUNITED APRIL 2020 ATTENDANCE LIST  
AS AT 30/07/2019 
 
NAME      
         
Acres, Steve + 1     
Aldred Anne 
Armstrong, Ian 
Askins, John + 1            
Barton, Alan + 1 
Baxter, Paul + 1 
Bedson, Roy + 1         
Best, Chris + 1        
Cann, Stuart + 1         
Carter, James + 1  
Cheesley, Peter + 1    
Cooper, Harry + 1 
Cooper, Trevor + 1 
Dunn, Daz  
Evans, Sian 
Farrar-Hockley, John + 1         
Fletcher, James + 1 
Foster, R + 1 
Garbutt, David + 1 
Gidman, Colin + 1 
Gregson, Ray + 1 
Guest, Michael 
Hair, Bryan 
Harbour, Alan + 1 
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https://www.facebook.com/AMSMuseum/?__tn__=%2CdkCH-R-R&eid=ARDtyCnhYQJdioiU7cFfiPd9AZKNgOEK-IEtCMNKY-fxJG6mtyXWKXKYwrDU0D9J5jpX-wxOi3bVAv62&hc_ref=ARSSsYsR6smhFf656paP779OYVq3jnQPbQvc3WHASJFcLNZPpL1Uzy8pHKbIdUImK44&fref=nf&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/AMSMuseum/?__tn__=%2CdkCH-R-R&eid=ARDtyCnhYQJdioiU7cFfiPd9AZKNgOEK-IEtCMNKY-fxJG6mtyXWKXKYwrDU0D9J5jpX-wxOi3bVAv62&hc_ref=ARSSsYsR6smhFf656paP779OYVq3jnQPbQvc3WHASJFcLNZPpL1Uzy8pHKbIdUImK44&fref=nf&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/AMSMuseum/?__tn__=%2CdkCH-R-R&eid=ARDtyCnhYQJdioiU7cFfiPd9AZKNgOEK-IEtCMNKY-fxJG6mtyXWKXKYwrDU0D9J5jpX-wxOi3bVAv62&hc_ref=ARSSsYsR6smhFf656paP779OYVq3jnQPbQvc3WHASJFcLNZPpL1Uzy8pHKbIdUImK44&fref=nf&hc_location=group


Harris, Kenneth  
Hart, Ben + 1  
Hart, Walter  
Healy + 1 
Hillier Des 
Johnston, John + 1    
Jones, Leonard + 1 
Jordan, Robert 
Kinlan, Paul + 1 
Leek, David + 1 
Lowe, David + 1 
McAllister, Edward + 1         
McCran, Michael + 1 
McDonald John + 1 
McHale, Michael + 1 
McKechie, Ian 
Meade, Tom + 1  
Mottley, Graham + 1 
Natolie, David 
Parrack, Andrew  
Pearson, Jeff  + 1  
Pentony, Paul + 1 
Pope, Frederick 
Price, Noel + 1 
Price, Rosalind  
Proudfoot, Derek + 1 
Pullen, Ray + 1 
Randall, George + 1 
Salter, Mr + 1 
Saunders, Derek 
Scully, Michael 
Shave, John + 1 
Sheppard, Graham 
Smith, Trevor 
Steadman, Peter 
Steel, Christopher 
Stewart, Andrew + 1 
Stobart, Peter 
Sutton , Ed + 1 
Taliana, Charles + 1 
Taliana, Liam 
Taylor, Molly 
Tennuci, Brian + 1  
Ternent, Roy + 1 
Thresher, Nicholas + 1 
Tong, Chris 
Waitston, Arthur  
Ward, Geoff  
Welsh, Des + 1 
Whiston, Arthur  



Whittick, Paul + 1  
Whittick, Roy + 1  
Wilkinson, Ged + 1  
Williams, Brian 
Wilson & Buffery 
Yeates, Ted 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Pearson has requested that Individuals who have accommodation issues should 
contact the hotel’s Events Team 01298 767017. If you are unable to resolve the 
issue with the hotel then contact Jeff on ramcreunionbuxton2020@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ABSENT BRETHERN 

 

John “Sinky” Sinclair passed away on 9th June 2019 and was cremated on 1st July 
2019 at Barham Crematorium Chapel. 

 
 

Lieutenant Colonel David Myles passed away on Tuesday 2nd July 2019 having 
suffered from a stroke. The Colonel was a former Chairman of the East Midlands 
Branch of the RAMC Association.  The funeral took place on Wednesday 17th July 
2019 at All Saints Church, Cotgrave and was followed by a private cremation.  A 
celebration of Colonel David’s life took place following the Funeral Service at the 
Nottinghamshire Golf Club Cotgrave. 

 
Sandy Kid (Para Anaesthetist) passed away on Friday morning 5th July 2019 in 
Wales whilst out on a bike ride. A really kind and supportive gas man to the OTT's 
and ODA/P's. He will be sorely missed. 
 



 
 
Bob Gramson a former OTT passed away very suddenly having suffered from 
Ischaemic Heart Disease. 
 

Major (Retired) Neville Barry Acton died on 2 July 2019.  His Funeral took place 

on Friday 26th July 2019 at Westerleigh Crematorium, Bristol.  Many former 

members of the Corps will have known Barry, especially those who served in 23 

Para Fd Amb.  He also served in 3 Armd Fd Amb and was the Admin Officer at BMH 

Rinteln. 

 

 
 

Brigadier Alistair Macmillan DL, Chairman RAMC Association recalls first meeting 

Barry in 1971 in Malta whilst on a 16 Para Bde parachuting exercise. 

He was a SSgt and running a temporary MRS at Eintafia Camp. He was most 

accomplished and assured in that role. I next came across him when I joined 23 

PFA, he was the RQMS in Lille Barracks. When I came back from 3 PARA, as 23 

PFA had amalgamated with 15 Fd Amb to form 6 Fd Force Fd Amb in 1977, he was 

the RSM.   His commission came within a couple of years and how we enjoyed 

disclosing his first name, as a new Rodney, in the next unit article for the AMS 

Magazine. I think he went off to 3 Armd Fd Amb in Sennelager. I next came across 

Barry when I took over Command of 4 Armd Fd Amb in early 1987. He was the Unit 

Second-in-Command. Still industrious. 

 



Major General (Retired) Norman Kirby OBE, FRCS, L/RAMC passed away at the 

age of 92 on the evening 25th July 2019 whilst a patient in the Royal Stoke University 

Hospital.   



Were you evacuated 
during World War 2?

To mark the 80th anniversary of Operation Pied Piper, education 
charity digital-works is running a London schools project to explore 
and record the memories of people who were evacuated as 
children during World War Two. We are working with the Imperial War 
Museum, local archives, schools and local communities.

We are looking for people who can spare a little time to come and 
speak to groups of 10 and 11 year olds about their experiences. 
The children will be recording these meetings in order to make an 
oral history based documentary film.

To find out more please contact Matthew Rosenberg on:
t 07949 107023
e mat@digital-works.co.uk

www.londonevacuees.org.uk



THE FRIENDS OF MILLBANK
“tea on the lawns”

The chairman on behalf of
Mrs Margaret Bench

Invite
The members and guests of Friends of
Milbank to the Annual Garden Party

Commencing at 1500
Held and hosted as always by

Margaret Bench
at 201 Richmond Road
Kingston upon Thames

KT2 5DD
Public Transport

Richmond Railway Station stop D 65 bus to Latchmere Road or
Kingston Railway Station 65 bus stop T to Dulstone Road
Car Parking in front of house or in adjacent side streets

Registration is essential
As numbers are limited

Please email me at
frankeadavis@gmail.com

Dress as for Royalty

Published by the Chairman 2019
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September Social for Friends and Volunteers of Royal Vic and River Hamble Country Parks 
Campfire evening and live music 
Friday 27th September, 7pm 
 

Join us in the Park for an evening of campfire cooking and live music. 
Bake your own jacket potatoes and roast a marsh mellow. Trevor J has 
asked a few of his musician friends to provide some live music. 
 

If you would like to come, please accept the invitation on our doodle 
poll using the link below so we can cater accordingly   
https://bit.ly/32FBEkA 

 

Please bring any alcoholic drinks you may like and a chair. 

Welcome to the July edition of the RVCP Volunteer Newsletter.   On the Park’s Facebook page we have a 
new feature called ‘On this Day’. Our volunteer researcher Tim has been finding out fascinating facts about 
the hospitals history and creating short articles linked to key dates throughout the year. Current articles 
have featured the D-Day anniversary, Wilfred Owen and the hospital Asylum. Visit the page to have a look.  
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalVictoriaCP/  

Armed Forces Day 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who supported the events celebrating Armed Forces day at the end of June. 
It was another hot weekend but feedback was good. We had over 2500 visitors to the event and 1000  
people in The Chapel.  We took £700 in retail sales and tower visits.  Well done everyone. 

https://bit.ly/32FBEkA
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalVictoriaCP/


Friends of RVCP—Stained Glass Windows 
 

Thanks to funding from the Friends Group, the stained glass windows in the 
Chapel have now been cleaned and repaired. The work took two days - the 
first day was taken up by cleaning. Owen stayed in the Chapel all day while 
work was in progress and ended up with a stiff neck from observing the high 
level activity. He and Terry were grateful that their initial offer to do the 
cleaning was turned down as neither have a head for heights! 
 

Walking the Old Town Walls 
On 19th June some of the Friends (and friends of Friends) enjoyed a guided 
tour of the Old Town Walls in Southampton. Fortunately, the thunderstorms 
which were forecast did not materialise and we escaped any downpour.  
Afterwards we had a very enjoyable lunch at the Red Lion in the High Street - 
one of the oldest pubs in the country. If you ever contemplate going to the Red 
Lion yourself be warned - the portions are huge and defeated most of us, in-
cluding Owen! 
 
The boat at the entrance to the Park which is managed by the Friends has a 
new plaque and is blooming with beautiful plants. 

Volunteer BBQ—Friends of RVCP 
 

9th August, 6pm at Oak BBQ site. 
The Friends of RVCP are hosting a BBQ 
and inviting all volunteers and park 
staff. Soft drinks and burgers will be 
provided. Please bring your own  
alcohol or other foods you would like to cook. 
 
RSVP to Trevor on trevor.olding@hants.gov.uk  

How to volunteer 

To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 023 9224 4064 for an informal chat. 

'A leg up Snowdon'.  
 

Volunteer Dave has 
completed his climb up 
Mount Snowdon to raise 
fund for Eastleigh and 
District Sports  
Association. 
 
If you would like to 
make a donation to the 
cause there is a  
collection box in the  
volunteer room in the 
Chapel. 
 
Well Done Dave! 

New Virtual Tour of The Chapel 
 

Visitors who cannot climb the tower can still  
enjoy the view through a new Virtual Reality headset, 
which will be available from reception. 
 

The virtual tour, which has been created by 360ify, 
will enable people to explore aspects from many  
fascinating  
viewpoints such 
as the stunning 
stained glass  
windows, sunny 
views of the Solent 
from the 1st and 
2nd floors, 
and climbing the 109 
steps of the 150 foot 
high bell tower.  

Volunteers Presenting 
 

A huge thank you to Dave and Jacky for delivering  
heritage talks last week.  Dave visited Hamble Primary 
School and spoke about the history of the hospital to 
children in years 5 and 6. Jacky delivered a talk to 
Monks Brook U3A group.  
 

“Jacky was so knowledgeable and her talk so very  
interesting, as was clear from the questions and  
conversations afterwards.” 

mailto:trevor.olding@hants.gov.uk
mailto:joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly9teS5tYXR0ZXJwb3J0LmNvbS9zaG93Lz9tPUVhQ1g5alMzMnA3&r=12315566843&d=9241274&p=1&t=h&h=ac31f35aa1f1bdbea5bd1c4a267ef50e
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly8zNjBpZnkuY29tLw%3d%3d&r=12315566843&d=9241274&p=1&t=h&h=5ebc374ec865eb4847cee8ff214be3b4
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INTRODUCTION 

This paper is the basis of a draft chapter of my book ‘Legends from the Ledger: The 
Army Pay Services during the Great War: A Social History.’  Although not directly 
involving the Army Medical Services this paper gives an insight into Lichfield 
Garrison between 1910 and 1921, and the Army Pay Office which was initially based 
in the town itself until it commandeered a large house in Lichfield Park, and 
remained there until 1937.  The old house was used by the War Office during the 
Second World War.  In the immediate post war period the house was demolished. As 
the Defence Medical Services appear to be based at Whittington Barracks near 
Lichfield and the WO and Sgts of the Army Medical Services are holding their annual 
dinner there on 31 August 2019, I thought that it may be appropriate to include this 
feature in the current issue of the RAMC Reunited Newsletter.  From 1881 until the 
post 1918 era Whittington Barracks served as the Depot for both the North 
Staffordshire Regiment and the South Staffordshire Regiment. 
 
There is some good sources of primary data concerning APO Lichfield ranging from 
the local Staffordshire Press and from the Archives of the Adjutant General’s Corps 
Museum Winchester.  The period of 1911 to 1921 includes the period just prior to the 
Great War and the post 1918 period, and covers the employment of women clerks 
and lady superintendents appointed a temporary civil servants from 1915 to 1920.  
Notice the social gulf between the two in their descriptions!  Two names are 
associated with APO Lichfield Colonel Henry Wemyss Feilden CB (1838-1921) and 
his nephew Colonel Wemyss Feilden CMG.   
 
Colonel Henry Wemyss Feilden CB (1838-1921) 
Henry Wemyss Feilden was born in Newbridge, Ireland in 1838.  His father was Sir 
William Feilden, second Baronet, a British Army cavalry officer who was stationed at 
Newbridge with his regiment.   Henry was the second son, and thus was not heir to 
the baronetcy, and so his father bought him a commission in 1856 into the 42nd 
(Royal Highland) Regiment of Foot (the Black Watch), their depot being located in 
Stirling.  When Henry joined the 42nd Regiment it was in the process of embarking 
for India, which was then in a state of flux due to the Mutiny.  As a young man Henry 
saw much active service during the Indian Mutiny, taking part in actions at Cawnpore 
on 15 December 1857, Shymsalakad and at Lucknow, including the assault of the 
Martiniere and Banks Bungalow.  Henry was awarded the Indian Mutiny Medal clasp 
of Lucknow.1 
 
Henry then proceeded with the 8th Punjabi Regiment to China, and saw action in the 
second Opium War where he was in action in the taking of Tankin and Taku Forts.  
Henry was awarded the China Medal 1860 with the clasp of Taku Forts.2 
Henry sold his commission on return to Britain, and in 1861 he travelled to America 
where he boarded a blockade runner.  Henry eventually arrived in South Carolina 
and travelled to Richmond where he volunteered to join the Confederate Army.  The 
President of the Confederate States, Jefferson Davis, appointed Henry to the post of 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant General.  Henry was allowed to choose his 
department, and chose the Department of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, the 

                                                           
1 HMSO War Services of Army Officers etc., London, 1922, p554. 
2 Ibid, p554. 



Department's headquarters being in Charleston, South Carolina.  In 1864, whilst in 
America, Henry met and married an American lady, Julia McCord.  At the end of the 
civil war, Henry surrendered to General Sherman with the remnants of the Army of 
Tennessee under General J E Johnstone.  With the surrender of the Confederate 
Army, Henry remained in America for a further two years; a business venture failed, 
and for a time he was employed on the railways.  Eventually however, Henry and 
Julia returned to Britain, and Henry was recommissioned into the British Army.3 
 
For a short while Henry was Adjutant to the Lancashire Volunteers, and then 
obtained a paymaster commission with the 18th Hussars; he then embarked with his 
wife for service in India.  However their sojourn in India was short as the climate and 
heat began to affect Henry's health.  His ill-health was possibly caused by his 
campaign service, both with the British and Confederate Armies, so Julia and Henry 
initially returned to Britain in 1868.  However, Henry's duties as a paymaster entailed 
lengthy periods abroad that included service with the 12th Brigade, Royal Artillery, 
for 15 months in Malta. Henry occupied his off-duty time in studying the flora and 
fauna of Malta.  Later tours included the British West Indies, where again Henry was 
consumed with his passion as a naturalist and geologist, studying the fauna and 
rocks of Barbados.  His duties as a paymaster included service with the 44th 
Regiment of Foot (later the Essex Regiment) and with the 6th (Enniskillen) 
Dragoons.4 
 
There were periods of active service in 1880 when Henry was in Natal, South Africa, 
with the 6th Dragoons who were amalgamated into the larger Natal Field Force by 
the Governor and Commanding General of Natal Garrison, Major General Sir 
George Pomeroy Colley.   As part of the Natal Field Force, Henry was involved in the 
first Anglo-Boer War (1880-1) (sometimes known as the Transvaal War).  The British 
lost the War to the Boers and because of this there were no campaign medals.5 
As mentioned previously, Henry was a keen naturalist and geologist, and during his 
military career he took part in a number of scientific expeditions, notably to the Arctic 
region.  His scientific skills and interest brought him to the attention of academic 
scientists, notably Alfred Newton, who instructed Henry in research methods.  This 
acquaintance brought his name to the notice of other academics including Sir 
Joseph Hooker.6 
 
On his return from Malta, Henry was informed by the Admiralty that he had been 
appointed naturalist to the British Arctic Expedition whose aim was to discover the 
North Pole.  The Expedition was to be under the command of Admiral Sir George 
Nares (1831-1913), who was a seasoned explorer and surveyor.  In 1869, with the 
opening of the Suez Canal, Nares piloted the first ship through the Canal, much to 
the disgust of the French who were our partners in the construction of the Canal.  
The Nares Arctic Expedition was the first British Arctic Survey for thirty years, the 
last expedition being a search for survivors from the tragic Franklin Expedition.7 

                                                           
3 W Eric Emerson and Karen Stokes (eds) (2003).  A Confederate Englishman: the Civil War letters of 
Henry Wemyss Feilden CB.  University of South Carolina Press, pp xiv to xxii. 
4 Ibid, p xxv. 
5 War Services of Army Officers, p554. 
6 The Geographical Journal, Vol 58, no 3 (September 1921), pp247-8, obituary of Colonel H W Feilden 
CB:  A Confederate Englishman, p xxv. 
7 Ibid. 



Colonel Henry Feilden's contribution to the Expedition included the ascent of Cape 
John Barrow, and the discovery of a stratum of limestone containing fossils, together 
with a survey of 300 miles of coastline in Smith's Sound; he also made a collection of 
zoological specimens and documented many zoological observations.  Henry also 
discovered Miocene flora on Grinnell Land, which later appeared in Oswald Heer's 
Flora Fossili Artica.  In 1878 a detailed account of the expedition, named 'The 
Narrative of a Voyage to the Polar Sea, 1875-6', was officially published.  This 
publication included a section entitled 'Notes of Natural History' which had been 
edited by Henry.8 
 
The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, taking note of Admiral Nares' official 
report of the Expedition, communicated with the Secretary of State for War, 
recommending that Henry should be appointed to the Order of the Companion of 
Bath (Civil Division).  Unfortunately Henry, as a paymaster in the rank of Major, was 
ineligible for this award as his rank was too junior, according to the governing rules in 
the Royal Warrant.  However Henry was awarded the Polar Medal and elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, both of which were unique for a Major and 
paymaster.  Henry would have to wait a few more years before the recommendation 
of a CB was again forthcoming.9 
 
Colonel Henry Wemyss was retired to the half pay list in 1890 in the rank of Colonel 
and Chief Paymaster.  However, with the outbreak of the second Anglo-Boer War in 
1899, Henry returned to full duty for active service as a paymaster.10  His role was to 
be paymaster to the Imperial Yeomanry.  It was the first time that the forerunners of 
the Territorial Force were embodied for active service in any large numbers.  
Previously in 1882 two officers and 102 men of the 24th Middlesex Rifle Volunteers, 
(the Post Office Rifles) volunteer for service in Egyptian campaign, as part of the 
Army Post Office section of the Royal Engineers where they performed postal and 
telegraph duties.  The Detachment were present at the Battle of Kassassin.  The unit 
evolved into the 8th Battalion the London Regiment (The Post Office Rifles) Territorial 
Force in 1908.   
 
The forerunners of the Imperial Yeomanry were the part-time cavalry and the Militia 
i.e. the Militia were infantry.  Their administrative structure of both was somewhat 
chaotic, and this was reflected in their administration and documentation that 
produced half complete date pay lists; individual and unit records.  
    
 As a field paymaster with the Imperial Yeomanry, Henry was present in operations 
in the Transvaal, which he had previously known whilst with the Natal Field Force 
some twenty years previously.  From late 1900 to 1902 Henry served on operational 
engagements in Cape Colony with the Imperial Yeomanry.  He returned home at the 
end of 1902 and was placed on the retired list.  Henry was mentioned in Lord 
Roberts' despatches,11 and was appointed to the Order of Commander of Bath (CB) 
in the Military Division, together with the Queen's South Africa Medal with three 
clasps.  Therefore Henry finally received his CB. 
 

                                                           
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 The London Gazette, 2 February 1900, p693. 
11 The London Gazette, 10 September 1901.  'War Services of Officers', p554. 



In 1902 Henry inherited from his uncle, John Leyland Feilden, a William and Mary 
house in the village of Burwash, Sussex and Henry and his wife and other family 
members soon settled into English country life.  The house was called Rampydene, 
and was located on the High Street of the village.  The novelist and poet Rudyard 
Kipling also lived in Burwash and became a close friend to Henry.  Henry and his 
wife soon settled in the ways of English country life, and he was also appointed a 
local Magistrate and sat on the bench dispensing local administrative and petty 
criminal justice.  He spent time researching and writing papers, collecting butterflies, 
fishing in the local stream and, when in season, shooting pheasants. 
 
With the declaration of war in August 1914, Henry packed his bags and reported for 
his next appointed tour of duty at the War Office Army Accounts Department, Pall 
Mall in London.  The Director of Army Finance was not too keen for the 75-year-old 
retired chief paymaster to return to active service and thus he was sent away 
somewhat disappointed.  But, using his initiative, he made his way to Lichfield where 
he became a civilian clerk at the Army Pay Office.12  The Army Pay Office Lichfield 
was very convenient for Henry as his nephew, Lieutenant Colonel W G C Feilden, 
was the Regimental Paymaster there.13  However, Colonel Henry Feilden may not 
have been the oldest person on the staff.  For example, the local Lichfield Globe in 
1915 reported the death in a house fire of a man aged 79 years who was described 
as a clerk at APO Lichfield. 
 
From August to September 1914 the strength of the British Army expanded to 
unprecedented levels, due to the recall to the colours of regular reservists, the 
mobilisation of the Territorial Force, and the sheer amount of voluntary recruitment of 
men into Lord Kitchener's New Army battalions.  The Midlands was a fertile recruiting 
ground for recruitment; the area supported major heavy industries including 
coalmining, steelworks, ceramic manufacture and agriculture.  Nearby was the 
expanding city of Birmingham, which had almost every industry and skill within its 
confines.  From 1911 to 1914 the Midlands area had been involved in the Great 
Industrial Unrest that involved the protracted strikes of coalminers from 1911 to 1913 
and the threat of a Triple Alliance strike of coalminers, rail and other transport 
workers.  The effects of the Triple Alliance threat had caused thousands of other 
industrial and clerical workers to be laid off work for weeks.  Where trains were 
running they were not running according to the timetable as there was a shortage of 
coal.  The shortage of coal also threatened the operational capability of the Royal 
Navy, as the fleet was powered by coal. 
 
Colonel Wemyss Gawne Cunningham Feilden (1870-1943) and the Army Pay 
Office Lichfield from 1911 to 1915 
 
Colonel WGC Feilden was born in 1870 and was first commissioned into the 
Lancashire Fusiliers in 1890, transferring to the APD in 1902.  As previously 
mentioned, he was the nephew of Colonel Henry Wemyss Feilden, and their 
relationship appeared to be close.  Both families lived in Colonel Henry Feilden's 
house, Rampydene in Burwash, Sussex and were close neighbours to Rudyard 
Kipling and his family. During the second Anglo-Boer War, Wemyss served with the 

                                                           
12 The Geographical Journal, p248. 
13 The uncle/nephew relationship was confirmed in Colonel Henry Wemyss Feilden's will of 18 June 
1921. 



Lancashire Fusiliers on operations in Cape Colony from 1899 to 1900 and in the 
Orange River Colony from September to November 1900, and again from November 
1900 to September 1902.  He transferred to the Army Pay Department, (APD), in the 
rank of Captain, Staff Paymaster in 1902 whilst serving in South Africa.  Whether his 
uncle, Colonel Henry Feilden and any influence in Wemyss transferring to the APD is 
not known. However, for his campaign service in the second Anglo-Boer War, 
Wemyss was entitled Queen's South Africa Medal with two clasps and the King's 
South Africa Medal with two clasps.14 

 
Wemyss must have been an impressionable recruit to the APD because by1911 
Wemyss had attained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and staff paymaster.  During 
the same year he was appointed Regimental Paymaster of the District Pay Office 
Lichfield.  Two years later on the permanent establishment of Army Pay Offices 
(APOs), and the district pay office became the Army Pay Office, Number 6 
Regimental District, Lichfield.  During the last years prior to the outbreak of the Great 
War, APO Lichfield operated at peacetime strength, and had a mixed military and 
civilian male staff of about 50. It was responsible for the personal accounts of 
soldiers of both the Regular Army and Reserve, whose regimental depots were 
situated in Number 6 district and would have included the Lincolnshire Regiment, the 
Sherwood Forester’s Regiment, (Notts & Derby), the North Staffordshire Regiment; 
the South Staffordshire Regiment and the Leicestershire Regiment including all 
Regular, Regular Reserve, Special Reserve and Territorial Force Battalions.  A 
senior retired Royal Army Pay Corps officer, Brigadier R W Hackett writing about his 
experiences in 1965 reflected how small the Army Pay Office at Lichfield was in 
1913.  At the time Hackett was a junior officer in the Royal Artillery and was visiting 
APO Lichfield as part of his duties as cashier and pay liaison officer to his gunner 
regiment: 
 

I remember thinking how small the office was, and the work was all    
done in pen and ink.  But perhaps because of the simplicity of the pay 
code, then a small office could look after a lot of Units and the clerks 
surprised me by their personal knowledge of the men and families in 
their Units.15 
 

The British Army, both regular and reserve, was at peacetime strength, and the 
workload at APO Lichfield would not have been excessive.  The local press reported 
the movements of staff; for example, the Staffordshire Advertiser, in 1913, under the 
heading 'Lichfield Army Pay Office', reported that: 
 

Quartermaster Sergeant] G.P. Hawkins, late of the Hampshire 
Regiment and the Headquarters Eastern Command in London 
[Hounslow] has been appointed to the post of staff sergeant at the 
Lichfield Army Pay Office.  Staff-Sergeant. J. Quinn, late of the Exeter 
Army Pay Corps Army Pay Office Exeter], has also been transferred to the 

Lichfield Army Pay Office.16 

                                                           
14 War Services of Army Officers, p554. 
15 RAPC Journal, summer 1965, excerpt from the Officer's after-dinner speech by Brigadier (Retd) R W 
Hackett. 
16 The Staffordshire Advertiser, 10 June 1913. 



The Army Pay Office Lichfield kept an active sporting and social calendar.  In the last 
months of peace in 1914, APO Lichfield played a football match against APO 
Shrewsbury.  The Lichfield team travelled to Shrewsbury, and both teams took to the 
field in very dismal weather.  The man of the match for Lichfield was Pte Peake who 
scored Lichfield's only goal, whereas the man of the match for Shrewsbury was 
Sergeant Howell of the APO who scored three of the four Shrewsbury goals, the last 
goal being an own goal.  The final result was APO Shrewsbury 4: APO Lichfield 1.17 

 
Wemyss Feilden was Regimental Paymaster at Lichfield until September 1915 when 
he was promoted to colonel and posted to No 1 APO Preston as Regimental 
Paymaster.  Therefore, he was in command of APO Lichfield when the Army was 
mobilised onto a war footing.  The pay office would have been inundated with an 
increasing bureaucracy, new accounts would have had to be prepared for soldiers 
returning to the colours, and for new enlistments.  In addition the Active Service Pay 
Books (AB 64) would have had to be prepared for the recalled reservists and new 
enlistments into the Regular Army, Territorial Force and Kitchener’s New Armies. This, 
as mentioned in an earlier chapter, was a rather labour-intensive task.  As with other 
army pay offices, the Lichfield Pay Office would have lost some of their Regular 
officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers who were mobilised and despatched 
with the BEF to France.  Also, as with other army pay offices, Lichfield began to recruit 
male civilian clerks and specially enlisted clerks (military APC), for duty at Lichfield.  In 
order to compensate for the loss of military paymasters who had been drafted to the 
BEF at Lichfield, and along with all other army pay establishments, all home based 
APOs began to recruit civilian acting paymasters to replace those military paymasters 
drafted to the BEF or other locations.  The recruiting of male civilian clerks and acting 
paymasters was perhaps a new addition to the workload of the regimental paymaster 
and his senior colleagues who now had to recruit suitable staff, in competition with 
other government agencies and munitions factories within the wider Lichfield area.   
 
This situation was not unique to Lichfield however. 
 
Other factors increased the pressure of the workload, such as the suspension of the 
regimental married establishment, and the relaxation and expansion of separation 
and other dependant allowances as previously explored in chapter 3.  From January 
1915, women were recruited as temporary civil service clerks for army pay office 
work, and Lichfield was no exception to this.  In 1935 an anonymous author 
(probably Brigadier Hackett), writing in the RAPC Journal on the Royal Army Pay 
Corps and its work from 1910 to 1935, recalled: 
 

In Lichfield, the Regimental Paymaster, on hearing that one thousand out of 
his    twelve hundred [male military and civilian] clerks had to leave forthwith  
 
for service elsewhere nearly gave up the ghost.  This threw him back to the 
1911 abyss.18  He  had to scour the country for women to take their places, 

                                                           
17 The Lichfield Mercury, 20 February 1914. 
18 The 1911 'abyss' occurred during the era of the Triple Alliance strikes, 1911 being the worst year of 
what is still sometimes known as the Great Unrest.  Regular Army reservists were called up, particularly 
in South Wales, the Midlands and the North-East.  The small APO Lichfield would have been 
overwhelmed with the increased bureaucracy, with scant resources to deal with it.  The crisis was short-
term.  The bigger problem occurred in August 1914 and was a longer-term crisis with varying solutions. 



and collected all sorts and sizes from Birmingham and neighbouring towns, 
who, in most cases had no knowledge of clerical work, and had come from 
domestic service, factories etc.  They took endless time to train.  Some were 
so raw that pounds were placed in the shillings column and vice versa; but as 
there was no other material available, he had to make the best of it.  One 
paymaster, at the conclusion of an hour's lecture, when asked whether they 
were improving, replied in the negative and added, "All I got back after trying 
hard to push something into their heads for an hour was a dull leaden stare – 
not a word had gone in."  This of course, was heart-breaking, but we had to 
put up with it.19 
 

One can be forgiven for thinking there is some prejudice in the writer's description.  
However, he concluded as follows: 
 
 They, eventually, turned out well, but their training was a slow and trying 

business.20 

Colonel Wemyss Feilden appeared to have been held in high esteem by his staff, as 
was evident when the staff arranged a farewell concert for him, as reported in the 
local Lichfield press.  A few days prior to his departure the warrant officers and non-
commissioned officers called a contest at bowls between the officers and acting 
paymasters against the permanent staff, which was held at the Swan Hotel, Lichfield.  
The permanent staff won by three points.  Afterwards an adjournment was made to 
the Ball Room where, according to the press: 
 

A most successful smoking concert was held, and which at the same time 
gave an opportunity to the staff of bidding farewell to their commanding 
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Feilden who is leaving is station here in a few days 
for Preston.  Staff Sergeant Major Knight presided, and a fine array of talent 
was provided by various members of the Corps.21 

 
The concert displayed the talents of the Army Pay Office staff beyond the confines of 
their military duties, for example: 
 

The concert was opened by selections on the pianoforte by Pte. Morris 
followed by songs (sentimental and humorous) given by Ptes. Gould, 
Cooke, Brogden, Heggs, Radcliffe, Jennings and Staff Sergeant 
Roberts.22 

Lieutenant Colonel W G C Feilden was not forgotten, because: 

                                                           
19The RAPC Journal, Christmas 1935, pp169-170. 
20 Ibid, p170. 
21The Lichfield Globe, 10 September 1915. 
 
 
 
 
 
22 Ibid. 



During the interval, the Chairman asked to be allowed to make a few remarks 
about the transfer of their Colonel to Preston.  He wished Colonel Feilden every 
success in his new undertaking, remarking to keep up the high reputation that 
the Lichfield Pay Office had gained through the brilliant work and 
administration of their Colonel.23 

Colonel Feilden's reply was: 

... One of those trying times when one must say farewell…  He 
contrasted the strength of the Staff at the Pay Office when he took 
charge at Nether Beacon the total strength was 29 clerks, and the 
present strength was about 350.  He expressed gratitude to the 
Permanent Staff in particular, and felt deeply grateful for their help and 
assistance, which they had given ungrudgingly.  He was not only sorry 
to leave his staff but to leave the City of Lichfield.24 

Staff Sergeant E Knight proposed a toast to Colonel Feilden, "wishing him long life 
and future honours".25  This toast turned out to be somewhat prophetic.  Although 
Wemyss served in the United Kingdom throughout the Great War at Lichfield and 
Preston, he was mentioned in despatches and in 1919 was appointed to the Order of 
St Michael and St George, (CMG).  Unfortunately SSM Edward Knight APC died at 
Lichfield on 2 September 1916 and is interred at Lichfield (St Chad) Churchyard and 
extension cemetery.  Edward was born in 1866 and had originally enlisted into the 
Royal Sussex Regiment in 1885, transferring to the APC in 1893.  Edward had 
served in the second Anglo-Boer War at the District Pay Office, Cape Town, being 
promoted to Staff Sergeant in 1906, Prior to his arrival at APO Lichfield in 1913 he 
had previously served at Preston, Dublin, and Singapore.26 
 
Colonel Wemyss Feilden retired from the Army in 1921,27 and resided at Rampydene 
where he lived with his wife and adjusted to parochial life.  He was active in the local 
Red Cross and kept and audited their accounts.  Wemyss died in 1943 aged 73 and 
is interred in the Feilden vault in Burwash Churchyard along with his uncle Colonel 
Henry Feilden.   His committal service was conducted by a Canadian Army 
clergyman and the pall bearers were provided by the Canadian Army who were 
billeted nearby. 
 
Two other members of the APC staff at Lichfield Army Pay Office died in office and 
are interred locally.  Private F S J Poole APC died aged 27 years in March 1919 and 
is interred in Lichfield (St Michael) Churchyard.  He came from Burnham-on-Crouch, 
Essex and had been born in Poplar, London.  The second member of the APC staff 
interred at Lichfield was Staff Sergeant James Francis O'Hagan, aged 40 years, who 

                                                           
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid.  The Army Pay Office Lichfield was situated at Nether Beacon, a street in Lichfield near the Park 
and Cathedral. 
25 The Archives of the AGC Museum:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission Archive Lichfield (St 
Chad) Churchyard and Extension. 
26 The Lichfield Globe, 10 September 1915. 
27 The London Gazette, 9 September 1921, p7209. 



died in May 1919 and is buried in Lichfield (St Chad) Churchyard.  His wife lived in 
the Staffordshire mining village of Chasetown.28 
 

The Army Pay Office Lichfield 1916-1920 

Lichfield, as a garrison town before, during and after the Great War, suffered from 
the Saturday night penny fights and rowdiness of soldiers in the town.  It was the 
same in all garrison towns.  This kept the local constabulary busy, their cells full, and 
the provost sergeant and his staff of regimental police occupied until the following 
Monday morning when those accused would either be brought before their 
Commanding Officers for summary military justice, or before Lichfield's petty 
sessional bench for justice in order to 'pay the cost' for a rowdy Saturday or Sunday 
night out or even both!  For example: 
 

David William Marston of 79 Gaia Lane Lichfield [a Private APC] was 
summoned for being drunk and disorderly in Dam Street about 9.30 pm 
on Sunday last.  PC Wright said that about 9.30 pm on Sunday evening 
he was on duty in Bore Street and saw a crowd of fellows belonging the 
APC outside the Old Crown.  They were creating a disturbance by 
shouting and making use of bad language.  He told them to go home.  
The defendant and another man went off up Dam Street, and he 
followed them because the defendant was making use of bad language. 
The defendant continued to use bad language and so, with the 
assistance of Special Constable Haycock as a witness, took [Pte 
Marston] to the police Station.29 

The case arrived at Lichfield Petty Sessions where Major Collyer APD gave a 
character reference for the accused where he stated that: 
 

The defendant was a very steady. Reliable, hard-working clerk … and 
there had never been the slightest complaint against him from the non-
commissioned officers and he was also very popular with the other men.  
He did not think he was addicted to drink, but he should say that on the 
night in question something had excited him.30 

 

This evidence, that Marston was not drunk but agitated and excited, was borne out 
by the APC soldier accompanying him down Dam Street.  The bench, after hearing 
all the evidence, ordered the defendant to pay the costs of 13 shillings and 6d! 31.  

                                                           
28 Commonwealth War Graves Commission Records and Archives.  The causes of their deaths was 
due to the pan influenza epidemic raging across Europe at the time. 
29 The Lichfield Globe, 20 January 1915. 
30 Ibid. 
31 Ibid. 
 
32 RAPC Journal (summer), 1961, p320. 
33The AGC Museum and Archives 
34 Birmingham Daily Gazette, 28 March 1916 



This was more than a week’s pay!  One wonders what punishment Colonel Feilden 
awarded him!  A posting to the BEF perhaps! 
 
Initially, the successor to Colonel Wemyss Feilden as Regimental Paymaster at 
Lichfield was Lieutenant Colonel (later Colonel) J C Armstrong, who remained for a 
short time before leaving to take over the Army Pay Office Blackheath32.  Lieutenant 
Colonel Herbert Sergeaunt (1866-1950) succeeded Colonel Armstrong as 
Regimental Paymaster of APO Lichfield.  Prior to arriving at Lichfield, Colonel 
Sergeaunt had been staff paymaster at No.1 APO Preston. 33 One of the first duties 
of the new Regimental Paymaster was to represent two civilian members of staff at 
APO Lichfield staff who had appealed their conscription notification at the local 
Appeals Tribunal held in Lichfield Town Hall in March 1916.  The fact that you were a 
male civilian employed in a government office did not exempt you from military 
conscription!  Colonel Sergeaunt applied for exemption for one of his civilian acting 
paymasters on the grounds that he was "employed in the specialised work of 
assessing the claims for separation allowance of dependants".34   The civilian acting 
paymaster was not named in the press report but was by civilian profession a 
solicitor and a Lichfield City Councillor, and had attained the age of 41 in the 
preceding October (1915).  The Mayor of Lichfield who was presiding over the 
Appeals Tribunal informed Colonel Sergeaunt, under the circumstance that he had 
been acquainted with, he had no jurisdiction over the conscription of the civilian 
acting paymaster.   
 
The second member of staff of APO Lichfield also appeared at the Appeals Tribunal 
was the caretaker of the Lichfield Pay Office, and Colonel Sergeaunt argued that the 
caretaker too should be exempt.  This was refused, and the local press reported: 
 

Addressing the Army Paymaster, the Mayor said three cases had given 
him the opportunity on behalf of the Tribunal, of saying that there was a 
strong feeling in Lichfield that there were a large number of single young 
men employed in Government offices in the City who might well be 
released for active service.  The Tribunal had decided to make 
representations to the War Office to that effect.  It was their opinion that 
these young men should be released and replaced by wounded men or 
men over military age …35 

In reply to the Mayor and the Appeals Tribunal, Colonel Sergeaunt stated: 

... Those men were sent down to Lichfield, and he had no control over 
their enlistment.  Since he took charge he had transferred a large 
number of young men to combatant corps.  He rather encouraged them 
than otherwise, but he was obliged to look after the efficiency of his 
offices and could not summarily dismiss the men.36 
 
 
 

                                                           
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 

 



Other personalities and events at the Army Pay Office Lichfield 1914 and beyond 

An unfortunate problem when writing a history of the civilian staff of the Army 
Pay Services generally, including women staff, male clerks and the rank and 
file of the APC, is that most of their personal records no longer exist.  However 
some names appear in the local press with the reporting of either social events 
or of the death of a member or former member of the Army Pay Services, and 
Lichfield is no exception to this.  Other sources include entries in the RAPC  
Journal, although this was not available until 1932 when it was first published.  
Occasionally, however, names or situations came up in Parliamentary 
debates and are recorded in Hansard. 

 

As with other garrison towns and cities in Britain and Ireland, particularly those close 
to large industrial conurbations, there was a shortage of affordable rented 
accommodation for the incoming new population.  Many of the civilian staff at APO 
Lichfield came from either the Birmingham area or wider afield, and sought 
accommodation at Lichfield.  A parliamentary question was raised by George Wardle 
about accommodation for civilian pay staff at APO Lichfield on 21 September 1915: 
 

Mr Wardle asked the Under Secretary of State for War whether is he 
aware that the civilian pay clerks stationed at Lichfield are placed at a 
disadvantage by a lack of housing accommodation in that place; these 
men having either to pay high rates for board and lodgings or travel 
some distance to their homes nightly, and whether the Department will 
endeavour to remove the source of grievance either by providing 
housing accommodation on the spot or securing to these civilian pay 
clerks the privilege of cheap fares enjoyed by the enlisted men? 

Mr Forster. These clerks are only temporarily employed and the 
provision of special housing accommodation or of special railway 
facilities is not considered necessary in view of the local conditions.37 

George Wardle was not the Member for Lichfield, but the Member (Labour) for 
Stockport, Cheshire.  In raising the question in the House of Commons, it could have 
been the case that some civilian male pay clerks were recruited for service at APO 
Lichfield who came from Stockport and had families living there.  Some male clerks 
were recruited locally or were the sons of serving APC non-commissioned officers at 
APO Lichfield.  It was not uncommon for the sons of APC non-commissioned officers 
to be engaged as boy clerks in the same army pay office as their fathers, and other 
examples are given in this book related to Army Pay Offices at Cork and 
Shrewsbury.   
 
The example from Lichfield however, is rather tragic. In June 1917 the Staffordshire 
Advertiser reported under the heading 'LICHFIELD LOCAL CASUALTIES' that: 
 

 
 

37 Parliamentary Papers (HC) Deb.21, September 1915, Vol 74, c301. 

 



An intimation has been received by Staff-Qmr Sergt and Mrs Roberts of 
206 Beacon Street that their eldest son, Gunner Geo. H. Roberts has 
died from wounds received in action.  Deceased was only 18 year of 
age, and had previous to enlistment was employed at the Lichfield Army 
Pay Office.38 

The women clerks have been harder to trace.  Like the male civilian clerks, they 
were temporary civil servants and their records were destroyed in the inter-war 
period in the name of economy.  However, some events reported in the local press 
have named a few of these.  For example, it was newsworthy enough to make the 
local Lichfield press of a Pay Office Social function that: 

 
In connection with the North Staffs [North Staffordshire Regiment] Section 
Pay Office took place at the Guildhall Lichfield on Friday Evening.  There was 
a large attendance, and the gathering was thoroughly enjoyed by all present.  
Songs were rendered by Miss Ashley, Mr Norton, Corporal Wade and Private 
Easson.  The music for dancing was supplied by Sergeant. Wightman 
(pianist) and Miss Chappell (violin).  The duties of M.C. [Master of 
Ceremonies] were admirably performed by QMS Roberts.  The arrangements 
were carried out by a committee consisting of Misses Mudie, Ashley, Toone 
and Corbett and Sergeant Grove.39 

 
There were a number of women named in this report.  However, it has only been 
possible to trace one with any confidence, and that was Mrs Ellen Toone, née Birch.  
Ellen had married Allan Sanders Toone from Hinckley, Leicestershire in 1908 when 
she was about 21 years of age.  The 1911 census described the head of the Toone 
family as Allan, aged 24, a van man; Ellen, also aged 24, was described as working 
in the hosiery industry, and they had a baby aged one year, all living at Shirley 
Street, Leicester.  Allan may have been conscripted and was serving with the 
Yorkshire Light Infantry, but, unfortunately was killed in action on 24 March 1918.  At 
the time of the social, Ellen Toone would have been a widow.  She married again on 
10 April 1920 to Thomas Barham, a gardener from Whittington, who was aged 36 
and a bachelor.  On the marriage certificate, Ellen was described as a widow aged 
33 years.40 
 

One APC private soldier has been identified initially from the APC Gazette of 1916, 
when there was a presentation to him upon leaving the Army: 
 

PRESENTATION   Pte, J. Marshall B.A. on his discharge was presented 
with a portmanteau kit bag, an attaché writing case and a fountain pen, 
by his fellow workers at Lichfield.41 

 
 
38 Staffordshire Advertiser, 9 June 1917. 
39 The Lichfield Mercury, 20 March 1919. 
40 The 1911 census for Shirley Street Leicester.  TNA Kew, medal Index card for Private Allan S Toone, 
Yorkshire LI Regt No 36619, endorsed killed in action (KIA) 24.3.18, and an entitlement for the British 
War Medal and Victory Medal;  marriage certificate 10 April 1920, marriage at St Peter's Church, Elford, 
Staffordshire to Thomas Barham.  
41 The APC Gazette, March 1916, p28, AGC Museum and Archives. 



A rare feature concerning this soldier is that he was a graduate with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree. Equally unusually, his record of service appears to be intact, having 
survived the fire and water damage from the blitz of the Second World War.  Private 
John Marshall, whose regimental number was 4905, APC, came from London,  
having been born in Camden Town.  His age on enlistment in December 1914 was 
given as 38 years, and his civilian occupation was a clerk.  John joined the APC in 
1914 as a specially enlisted clerk and was posted to APO Lichfield on 11 December 
1914.  His record of service gives the authority for the APC to enlist specially enlisted 
clerks under the authority of War Office letter 27/APC/321 (A.G.2.E.) dated 23.9.14. 42 
John was discharged on 10 March 1916 due to medical reasons. 
 
Another personality who was associated with APO Lichfield on a number of 
occasions was a Regular senior non-commissioned officer of the APC/RAPC.  
SQMS John William Close had originally enlisted into the Leicestershire Regiment in 
1898, serving in Egypt before transferring to the APC in 1903.   
 
He served at Preston and Lichfield, and by 1914 had attained the rank of Sergeant.  
In 1917 Close was promoted to Staff Sergeant and was awarded the Army's Long 
Service and Good Conduct Medal.  Close was posted to New York and was 
employed at the British Consulate assisting in a recruiting programme for the United 
States Army and the formation of the American Expeditionary Force. He remained in 
the USA for two years. On his return Close was appointed to Command Pay Office, 
London District, and promoted to SQMS.  In 1921 he returned to APO Lichfield, 
where he remained for five years apart from a short tour of Constantinople, followed 
by three years in Jamaica, and then returned to Lichfield where he served until his 
retirement from the Regular Army.  After his retirement he remained a civilian writer 
at APO Lichfield.  Apparently John Close had a fine tenor voice and was a member 
of and was a member of Lichfield Methodist Church choir, and was much in demand 
at social functions.  Mr Close died in December 1935 aged 54.43 
 
Unfortunately, there was also some dishonesty reflected by some of the civilian staff 
at APO Lichfield. The Lichfield Mercury reported an alleged theft by Army Pay clerks, 
with the two accused male civilian clerks being remanded in custody.44 

 
Fred. Galloway of 3 Queen's Road Aston and Francis Harold Lowe, 80 
St. Clement Road Nechells, Birmingham, clerks in the Army Pay 
Department at Lichfield were charged with feloniously stealing £25 in 
Treasury notes from the Regimental cashier on March 8th.45 

At the trial of Galloway and Lowe, both pleaded guilty.  The press reported that: 

It was submitted by the prosecution that Galloway had presented to the 
Regimental Cashier an Army form authorising the payment of £25 to a 
soldier of the North Staffs Regt, a returned prisoner of war.   

42 TNA Kew Record of Service 4905, Private John Marshall, Army Pay Corps. No copy of this letter now 
exists. 
43 RAPC Journal, spring 1936, obituary of John William Close. 
44 The Lichfield Mercury, 14 March 1919. 
45 Birmingham Evening Post, 21 March 1919. 
 

 



Afterwards it was found that there was no such soldier in the Regiment 
… Lowe on oath stated that he had found the form among a pile of other 
papers. The name Jones was inserted and it bore the [authorising] 
signature of WH Kent an Acting [civilian] Paymaster.  He had seen 
hundreds of such forms lying about the office.  He admitted inserting a 
regimental number on the form and the amount to be paid.  He had 
clerks say how easy it would be to get money out of the government on 
the forms in question, and Mr Kent himself had stated that if he liked he 
could get £10 or £100 on one of these forms.  That encouraged Lowe to 
try it.  He appealed to the Bench for leniency stating that he had a wife 
and eight children.  Two of his sons had served in the Army and that one 
had been wounded five times … He [Lowe] had served 12 years in the 
Army prior to the War and he re-joined in 1915.46 

Collectively, the Bench were critical of the apparent laxity of the authorities and the 
slackness of security surrounding soldiers' sensitive and personal information as well 
as documents that should have been secured.  As they were not secured it was easy 
to fraudulently manipulate the forms to the advantage of the fraudster.   
In concluding, the Mayor [Chair of the Bench] sentenced Galloway and Lowe to a 
fine of £3 together with costs.  The Mayor said, however: 
 

If it had not been that the bench had considered there had been great 
laxity on part of the Army authorities in regard to the forms in question 
they would have sent the accused to prison…  The accused were 
allowed time in which to pay the fine.47 
 

By the end of 1920, APO Lichfield had downsized to its peacetime establishment.  
The civilian acting paymasters and temporary military paymasters and all the women 
staff had been discharged and demobilised.  The Army Pay Office at Lichfield 
continued to administer the personal accounts and records of the Regular and 
Territorial Army soldiers recruited from the Midlands, and the staff still participated in 
local social and sporting events.  The APO Lichfield and APO Shrewsbury football 
matches continued; indeed, the three Army Pay Offices at Lichfield, Shrewsbury and 
Warwick had an annual summer gathering, rotating round each location once every 
three years.  The Lichfield Army Pay Office continued until 1937 when, under a 
reorganisation of the army pay offices just prior to the Second World War, it was 
disbanded and the large house that it had occupied was demolished after the 
Second Wold War. 
 
The conclusion concerns Colonel Wemyss Feilden CMG APD.  This may prove 
interesting in 2019 the year when women’s football in the UK reached new heights, 
the England lionesses, team almost reaching the semi-finals. In 1918 he was the 
Regimental Paymaster at No 1 Army Pay Office Preston.  Go back a century, In the 
ranks of the civilian women employed a the No 1 Army Pay Office Preston under the 
command of the Regimental Paymaster Colonel Wemyss Feilden. There was on his 
staff Miss Ada Emma McLean.   
 
46 Ibid. 
47 Ibid. 



Ada was born on Stoke on Trent, her father being a professional footballer who 
played for Stoke City.  Ada moved to Preston when her father transferred as a 
professional football player to Preston North End.  In 1916 she became a temporary 
civilian clerk at the No 1 APO Preston.  Ada raised a ladies football team from the 
women clerks of APO Preston and played matches on North End’s ground with the 
support of the directors and club managers.  There opponents were from women 
employed in the local munitions industry.  A photograph taken of the APC Women’s 
Team is located in the National Army Museum, a copy is shown here.  The officer in 
the photograph is Colonel Wemyss Feilden. 
 
Ada married in the 1920s and her married name became Bucklee.  In 1938 she 
enrolled into the ATS as a pay clerk and was posted to her home City the Army Pay 
Office Preston, where she had been some twenty years earlier.  On her enrolment 
form she was described as a saleswoman of soft furnishings and declared a 
technical skill, bookkeeping. Ada became a section leader, the equivalent of 
sergeant and remained there throughout the Second World War.  Her enrolment 
form records her earlier wartime career as a temporary civilian clerk.  Ada was 
discharged from the ATS in 1947.  There were no medals for the civilian women of 
the APC during the First World War, but there was for the Second World War and 
Ada received the Defence Medal, the British War Medal and the Territorial Army 
Efficiency Medal.  Her employing officer described her as follows: 
 

A very efficient NCO who has carried out the supervision of the work of 
clerical staff with zeal and ability.  She is tactful in dealing with 
subordinates … and is well liked by all of her colleagues. 

 
(My thanks to the Army Record Office Historical Disclosures for allowing me a copy 
of the Record of Service of W/14777 Sgt Ada Bucklee ATS). 
 
The penultimate point to be made takes us back to the RHV Netley during the Great 
War and its relationship with an eminent archaeologist of the day.  In 1914 a Red 
Cross Hospital of wooden huts was built behind RVH Netley and was staffed by 
hundreds of mainly female VAD nurses, who were paid. Guy Brunton FRAI 
graduated in archaeology from London University in 1906.  Prior to 1906 he had 
been living in Johannesburg South Africa and ran a successful business which he 
gave up to read archaeology at University College London.  He then returned this 
time to Egypt joining a team excavating the early settlements in northern Egypt. Guy 
was in Egypt until 1914 his specialism being Egyptology.  Guy returned home and 
joined the British Red Cross Society and became a pay sergeant with the British Red 
Cross Society based at the RVH Netley. Where he remained from September 1914 
to November 1916, when he enlisted into the Artist Rifles, and early in 1917 was 
temporarily commissioned into the Labour Corps.  He was appointed OBE (Military) 
for valuable services in connection with the War in France when posted to the 78th 
Egyptian Labour Company.  This company was located near Calais, and was 
bombarded regularly from the air, and suffered a mutiny, As an Egyptologist and 
dealing with Egyptian labour on archaeological site, Guy was responsible in the 
management of unskilled Egyptian labour and no doubt spoke more than passable 
Arabic. This was perhaps, a rare occasion when the Army placed a round peg into a 
round hole.  What better employment for an archaeologist who is used to digging 
and shoring up trenches, than in the Labour Corps, where he could supervise the 



digging of and shoring up trenches especially when managing Egyptian labour in 
France. 
 
The final conclusion again relates to RVH Netley.  There was a large Army Pay Office 
with the RVH during the Great War that also employed women as temporary civil 
service clerks.  However from the contemporary APC News of May 1916, a popular 
member of the Army Pay Office a Sergeant Munroe APC who had been promoted to 
QMS on transfer to the Middlesex Regiment and his comrades at Netley gave him a 
good send-off see attached. This includes an article about a new civilian female clerk’s 
first weeks at the Pay Office RVH Netley. 
 
 
John enclosed a few photographs with the article which I have appended below: 
 
 
 

 
 
The lady wearing the hat and scarf is the Lichfield RPO Lady Superintendent  
 
 
 



 
Ladies Football Team RPO No 1 Preston 1918 

 

 
 
The picture above is a partial scan from the original APO Lichfield photograph which 
is housed in the National Army Museum Chelsea.  The Lichfield copy belongs to 
John Black. The soldier in the front row centre, is holding a cat and the Corporal 



directly behind him you will notice has lost his right arm.  John bought the rolled up 
regimental photo 10 years ago in a junk shop in London.  It has now been repaired 
and framed and hangs in John’s study.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
The above was submitted by a lady Pay Clerk at RVH Netley and published in the 
Army Pay Corps Gazette. 
 
 



 
 
Footnote:  The following is the contents of an email that I received from John during 
the time of putting this article together. 

“Thank you once again for the monthly newsletter.  I notice that Whittington Barracks 
and Lichfield came up a couple of times.  There was a Regimental Pay Office at 
Lichfield from 1913 until 1937, a chapter of my proposed book is dedicated to RPO 
Lichfield.  I have enclosed a section of a regimental photograph that I have, which 
shows the Regimental Paymaster, Colonel Weymss CMG APD and the senior lady 
superintendent.  A number of civilian women clerks can be seen in the 
photograph.  There were over 500 women clerks stationed there all temporary civil 
servants.  You will notice although civilian the senior lady superintendent is dress 
quite differently from the women clerks.  It was a sort of civilian uniform for the clerks 
white blouses and dark skirts.  The lady superintendent is wearing a hat and a 
striped scarf.  She is the only women present out of 500 wearing a hat, and therefore 
it is possible the headdress denotes her rank.  In the large photograph there is an 
example of limbless soldiers working as APC clerks, for example there is a corporal 
with one arm.  Also there is another APC soldier in the ranks holding a cat!!!  I don't 
know what the SSM would have had to say about that! 

I am just sending this one as a taster because I notice that you are busy.  But I can 
scan the other parts of the photograph including the RPO cat and one-armed 
corporal plus a resume of RPO Lichfield during the Great War.  Colonel Weymss had 
an uncle who had been a paymaster in the 19th century.  He had been 
commissioned at the age of 17 into the Argyles seeing in the Crimea and later in 
China during the second Opium War.  He then left the British Army crossed the 
Atlantic in a blockade runner gained a commission in the Adjutant Generals 
Department of the Confederate Army.  He returned to the UK was re-commissioned 
at a paymaster and served in both the First and second Anglo Boer Wars.  In 
between this he was part of an Arctic Expedition in the 1870s studying rock 
formation and botany in the Arctic Region.  Weymss was awarded the Polar Medal, 
and was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society.  For his services in 
the Second Anglo-Boer war was appointed CB.  He lived in a Sussex village, and his 
neighbour was Rudyard Kipling.  In 1914 at the age of 80, he packed his backs went 
to Lichfield to see his nephew the Regimental Paymaster, and served as a civilian 
clerk at RPO Lichfield for 2 years.” 
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