
    

POEM SUBMITTED BY KEVIN WELSH 
 
I would like to thank the author Kevin M Welsh who served as a Psychiatric Nurse in 
the RAMC and QARANC from 1970 – 1994 and attained the rank of WO1 for 
submitting the enclosed poem. 

IN ARDUIS FIDELIS 
 

Know me from whence… within the battle’s point. 
You will know me then from when the battle is joined… 

Violence bares its teeth and crooks its claws. 
From noble ceaseless fight I will not pause. 

You will know that I will not flag or fail 

http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=2990&m=db


    

 
I am a child of travesty and despair… 

A kin of misfortune, there is no favour there. 
From the hardest of challenges I have the strength of many… 

The will and desire to overcome the enemy. 
In Arduis Fidelis… I will prevail. 

 
Know this when you hear of my triumphal gain, 

I will not shirk, nor hesitate, nor quail. 
I will not falter, I will not be undone… 

Nothing is worthy without an effort won. 
I will not flag or fail. 

 
My being is becalmed, I am at ease… 
My undiminished soul is at its peace. 

Faith is my pathway, courage my companion… 
To reach the utmost state is my ambition 

In Arduis Fidelis… I will prevail. 
 

I will not stumble on adversity’s stony ground… 
I will not succumb to miseries profound. 
I surrender not my being unto the foe… 

All comfort’s bonds I willingly forego. 
I will not flag or fail. 

 
Know when the battle is joined I will not flinch… 

Nor will I yield my ground, nor give an inch. 
I will not flag or fail… 

I will endure until the ceaseless end… 
I will assume the mantle of fortitude’s friend. 

In Arduis Fidelis… I will prevail. 
©   Kevin M Welsh 2016 

 
I would like to thank the author Kevin M Welsh for submitting this poem.  Kevin 
served as a Psychiatric Nurse in the RAMC and QARANC from 1970 – 1994 and 
attained the rank of WO1. 
 
POEMS BY JOHN A SILKSTONE (CONTINUED)  
 

LAMENT TO AMERICA 
 

Death from high rained down 
Concrete, glass and steel 
Innocent taken one by one 

Grief is what you feel. 
 

The pond is wide between us 
Yet we feel your sorrow and loss 
Horrors imprinted on your brain 
And the bearing of your cross. 



    

Words cannot console you 
In your nations hour of pain 

When seeking out your enemy 
Remember to be humane. 
©   John A Silkstone 2001 

 
 

LEAN TIMES 
 

Hush! Can you hear it? 
The quietness all around 

Snow is gently falling 
Deadening the sound. 

 
Earth is being covered 

With a coat of pure white 
Birds sit and shelter 

No food is their plight. 
 

When the storm’s abated 
Birds will fly once more 
Flocking to my garden 

To feed at my backdoor. 
©   John A Silkstone 2005 

 
 

LIVE AND LET LIVE 
 

Once busy day abates 
And stillness dominates 
Into the garden creeping 

Enters a vixen, seeking seeking seeking. 
 

Turkey carcass from Christmas fare 
Transported home to cold earth lair 

Where once young cubs lay hungrily squealing 
Now in solitude, she’s sleeping sleeping sleeping. 

 
Then with a noise like thunder 

Body parts blasted asunder 
Deep in her lair she’s dying 

Her last breath sighing sighing sighing. 
©   John A Silkstone 2005 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

LONG AGO ON SINGAPORE SANDS 
 

Behind closed lids, 
I dream of golden sand dotted with sun bleached seashells. 

 
With flip-flop feet, 

You gingerly pick your way 
To the lapping sea. 

Carrying our second one on your eight month bloated belly. 
 

Laughing happily 
She clasps her arms 
Around your neck. 

 
Our eldest, like a whippet, 

Bounds forward calling, “Race you daddy, race you.” 
©   John A Silkstone 1978 

 
 

LUNAR 
 

A full moon rising in a starry sky 
Twenty eight nights, she will live then die 
Waxing and waning causing tides to neap 

While off in slumber land, men below her sleep 
Hanging in the sky, Earth’s natural satellite. 

©   John A Silkstone 2000  
 

LIFE GIVING 
 

Large 
Rain drops, 
Like jewels, 

Fall from the sky. 
Nourishing the dry arid lands below. 

©   John A Silkstone 1987  
 

LOVE IS 
 

Am I really worth it, 
This treasure at my door 
Its value un-abounding, 
I cannot count the score 

This treasure it is priceless, 
Not just for any man 

Given to only me 
From my loving wife Jan. 

©   John A Silkstone 2000 
 

 



    

SOLDIER MAGAZINE  
 
The April edition of Soldier Magazine can be viewed by going to the following link: 
 
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/79e339e3?fbclid=IwAR1qLKTBdT2o5fhdcc1ZiyUGN
6pdgb9OY1Hm0EGTXZnR9-q8m5Rbk9tWtFg#/79e339e3/1 
 
FAREWELL TO A FORMER MEMBER OF THE RAMC AND 
RESPECTED MEDIC WHO WORKED AT ROYAL ALEXANDRA 
BRIGHTON 

 

 

Peter Belcher enlisted and served in the RAMC initially as a boy soldier and trained 
as a Combat Medical Technician. He went onto serve in BAOR, Northern Ireland and 
the Medical Centre at Sennybridge Training Camp.  Further information on Peter’s 
career can be obtained by going to the following link; 

https://www.theargus.co.uk/news/17442354.farewell-to-respected-medic-who-
worked-at-royal-
alexandra/?fbclid=IwAR0ZTkjDSOx7UMPseS4UNZWJxMxGBImqatKoxwJl1VnNfCsf
sooSbFsyYN8 
 
 
MY FAVOURITE POSTINGS – ALAN HARBOUR 
 

I thought I might induce some memories for people and perhaps entertain by listing 
my favourite postings over the next couple of months. 
 

BMH MUNSTER 
 

This was my favourite by far, I was posted here twice. The first time was ‘69- ‘70. I 
came here from The Royal Herbert as a student nurse with my mate Ricky Cooper 
and the rest of the intake including Phil Dobson, Sally Stace, Norma, now Mrs 



    

McHale, Chris Rowley, Harriet Somerville and many others whose names are lost in 
the mists of time and alcohol.  
 

It was the time of legendary characters such as Jonny Arthur and his famous third 
eye tattoo, who along with Davey Armour were undefeated on the football table. 
Tony Johnson and Mick McHale, a Corps footballing legend and thoroughly nice 
man. I first met Graham Webster there, we would stroll around the grounds 
swapping stories and he was wryly amusing and had many one liners that could rival 
Tim Vine today. 
 

We had a great rugby team with the likes of Don Fowler, Steve Galpin, Taff Clarke, 
the late Ricky Turner, Taff Hughes and who could forget the genial Irishman Paddy 
Foster. We won the Hospitals Cup and had great celebrations.  To be honest most 
post-match drinks were a bit over the top. We retired to the bar in the cellars and had 
drinking games such as Boat Races in which each team lines up and in turn the 
players neck a pint as quickly as they could and the last team to finish had to pay a 
forfeit, which sometimes were too disgusting to print in this article. Then there was 
Zulu warrior where some exhibitionist would strip off to the strains of “Hold him down, 
Zulu warrior “. What they didn’t realise that as they divested a garment it was thrown 
into the lift and sent upstairs to the wards. 
 

When it came to romantic liaisons Rick Cooper and I used to support each other and 
date pairs of girls and many a night we could be found entering the nurses quarters 
through an unlocked window or door, as per the tradition found in BMHs’ all over. 
At times I used to go around with a few lads from the Green Jackets. One called 
Colin who had a soup up Mini Cooper we used to drive all over the Munster area, 
listening to Otis Reading tapes, thinking, probably mistakenly that we were so cool!!! 
Sadly my time there came to an end and I was posted to Millbank hospital to reunite 
with the likes of Colin Gidman etc. 
 

The second time I went there was in 76, I arrived from 11 Field Ambulance, 
Bielefeld, not my most favourite place. I was by this time a corporal and MA, so went 
to work in reception. Again the place was full of great people. Davey Duggan, Chris 
Butler, Mick Carr, Pete Smith to name but a few. Again a great rugby team, Taff 
Singh, Colin Lumsden, Charlie Oliver and Scottish international to be Ian Smith. We 
were later joined by a Leo Sayer look alike who we stuck on the wing, one of the 
fastest runners ever seen, spurred on to be faster by the fear of getting caught, 
Garry Walker. 
 

Phil Hatton (one of the nicest people I have ever known) was in charge of 
housekeeping and I dated his no 2 Carol Whittick, ex-wife of Ace, for a while. 



    

There used to be film nights in the back room of the NAAFI and at the end of the film 
the screaming from the QAs and some medics as the cockroaches scuttled back to 
their holes was deafening. 
 

At the end of a week of nights a group of us used to meet for breakfast at the 
Gaststätte for breakfast of Bratwurst, bier and Apfelkorn and have volleyball games 
whilst knocking back more Apfelkorn before retiring to our pits, for the day. 
 

Once Chris Butler and I went to the local village for a game of crazy golf, I won 
convincingly and at the last hole he threw the ball back to me I jumped up for it and 
landed on the concrete border round the hole and tore the ligaments in my ankle 
ending up on one of the wards for a reduction. Chris felt so bad about it that he went 
to the ice cream parlour nearby for me and got done for speeding on the way back, 
Karma!!! 
 

There was a young lad called Gary Williams who had a pet budgie in the male 
accommodation, some drunken squaddies, who shall remain nameless, decided it 
would be fun to hide it in his bed, so when he pulled the covers back it would fly out 
at him. Unfortunately it suffocated before he could release it. Out of revenge, he set 
fire to the sitting room. Lives were only saved by the screams of the girls who were 
being “entertained” in some of the rooms. A big investigation was launched and even 
though I was hundreds of miles away at home on leave, suspicion was levelled at 
me.  I have no idea why!!! 
 

Christmas was always fun, the NAAFI closed over this period and we were allowed 
to take it over using our own stocks. Obviously it was open 24 hours and we drank 
responsibly. 
 

Nights in reception were quite fun, one evening we had a report that there was a 
prowler sneaking around the QA officers accommodation near the guardhouse. Mick 
Carr and I went to investigate and found some drunken polish worker trying to break 
in, after a little struggle we persuaded him to accompany us back to reception where 
we held him for the local police, pats on the back all round for all from Chas De 
Buse! 
 

Some of my favourite times were nights out at the Adria restaurant on the Aahsee 
Lake, Steak Matuska and escargot washed down with Moselle wine, terrific. 
 

We used to wait eagerly for the new intake of girls most of whom were fun and 
entered into the spirit of things.  There used to be an award for “huuey” of the month, 
which was once won by my now wife of 40 years, Chris, it was her first venture into 
town and experience with bier and Apfelkorn, she decided that she needed s 



    

something to eat so went into the nearest Imbiss and stood looking for the toilets as 
she started to feel a bit queasy, a waiter tried to intercept her, offering her a table 
and menu ignoring her attempts to pass him, suddenly she hurled all over him, 
thereby earning the award. 
 

I bought my first car at this time, an orange Austin Allegro, the old cheese wedge 
shape. Driving it home on leave and back and having childish giggles going through 
the border town of Wankum! I think it was at a cricket match that we held against the 
nurses, on some playing field where we had to park amongst some trees. Afterwards 
my car was packed with kit and I was giving Marlene Gordon a lift back to the 
hospital. I asked her if there was anything behind me as my view was obscured, she 
said no, so I put it in reverse, swung the wheel top the left and smacked the wing into 
a tree, thanks Marlene! 
 

I went camping in France in it with my on-off long range girlfriend Jackie Hancock 
who was at Woolwich at the time, we went round the Vendee for a week, then drove 
to some station in France so she could catch a train back to England. We were quite 
early so we drove round a bit stopping here and there to use up time then when we 
went back to the station about 3 cars full of Gendarmes leapt out, it turned out they 
thought we were with Baader-Meinhof casing the place for an attack. Rather took the 
shine off the week. 
 

By this time I was disenchanted by the direction the Corps was taking so put in my 
18 month notice and punished for it by being posted to MRS Bovington. 
 

I have fond memories of Munster from both times and remembering people from 
those times including Taff Lines, Maurice Hennessy, Lou Daniels, Pepe Colman, 
Chris and Barbara Butler, Tex and Malcolm, the chefs who provided sustenance 
during the night duties, Jim Muir, Jock Laurie and so many others I could be writing 
all day, thanks all for the memories. 

Rugby team 77-78. I am back row right. 



    

 

 
Rugby team 69 - 70, I am front row right.  

 
 
 
FALKLANDS COMBAT MEDICS  
 
The following link is a Fantastic Insight into the FI Conflict and highly recommend 
readers to view it. 
 
Former medics at Ajax Bay reveal their life-saving work during the war in the 
Falklands. Despite amputating limbs with penknives, operating by torchlight and the 
presence of two unexploded bombs, whilst often under enemy fire. No one died on 
their watch. 
 
 
https://www.facebook.com/War1982/videos/879152638911681/UzpfSTYzNTg4NTc4
MTpWSzoyMTEzODcxMTE1MzU2ODQx/ 
 
 
 
 
 



    

THE SANDBAG TIMES (THE VETERANS MAGAZINE) 
 
The Online Magazine written by Veterans for Veterans. 
 
The Sandbag Times brings you all the latest national and international Armed Forces 
and Veterans news. With insights each week into Veterans Charities, organisations, 
events and lots more. 
 
http://www.sandbagtimes.co.uk/ 
 
 
30th ANNIVERSARY OF 19 FIELD AMBULANCE RAMC GOING T O 
THE GULF 
  
"Since the publication of the article "30th ANNIVERSARY OF 19 FIELD 
AMBULANCE RAMC GOING TO THE GULF"  in last month’s edition of 
the newsletter, Derek Saunders at the time served as the OC Dressing Station, has 
kindly agreed to compile an article covering the subject matter and it is intended to 
publish the completed article in the September edition of the newsletter.  
  
Derek has requested the following information from interested parties please be 
forwarded to him at boilbiter@hotmail.com  by no later than 16th August 2019 . 

• Cut-off date for any contributions to the article M UST be no later than 16 
August 2019.  

• Photographs would be welcome, but I would prefer di gital copies.   
• Other paraphernalia such as maps and newspaper arti cles would be 

welcome, but there will be a delay in getting them back to the 
owner.   (Individuals may e-mail me to discuss)  

• No requirement for Daily Snake copies, we have them  all.  

Contributors most welcome from 24 (Airmobile) Field  Ambulance and 33 Field 
Hospital. 
 
 
 
ARMED FORCES COVENANT 
 
https://www.armedforcescovenant.gov.uk 
 
What is the Armed Forces Covenant?  
 
To those who proudly protect our nation, who do so with honour, courage, and 
commitment, the Armed Forces Covenant is the nation’s commitment to you. 
 
It is a pledge that together we acknowledge and understand that those who serve or 
who have served in the armed forces, and their families, should be treated with 
fairness and respect in the communities, economy and society they serve with their 
lives. 



    

 
Who is involved? 
 
The covenant supports serving personnel, service leavers, veterans, and their 
families. And is fulfilled by the different groups that have committed to making a 
difference. 
 
These include: 
 

• Central government 
• Single services (Royal Navy, British Army, Royal Air Force) 
• Businesses of all sizes 
• Local government 
• Charities 
• Communities 
• Cadet forces and their adult volunteers 

 
What is being done? 

 
The covenant focusses on helping members of the armed forces community have 
the same access to government and commercial services and products as any other 
citizen. 

 
This support is provided in a number of areas including: 

 
• education and family well-being 
• having a home 
• starting a new career 
• access to healthcare 
• financial assistance 
• discounted services 

 
Further information about support services available to both serving personnel and 
their families, and veterans and their families are provided on gov.uk 

 
Find information about working, jobs and pensions for members of the armed forces 
and their families. 
 

For more information about the background of the Armed Forces Covenant go 
to the covenant policy. 
 
Does it apply to you? 
 
If you are a member of the armed forces, a veteran, or a family member, the 
Armed Forces Covenant offers a wide variety of support to ensure you are 
being treated fairly. 
 
If you are a business, or a community organisation, you can find out how to 
show your support. 



    

 
This site will help direct you to the most relevant information regarding 
policies, services and projects that you can benefit from. 
 
Visit Armed Forces Covenant guidance and support for information on the 
breadth of the covenant and the support it provides. 
 

 

FORMER NATIONAL SERVICEMAN  – PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL  
PLAYER  

I would like to thank Bill Thom for submitting the following information on Derek 
Pace.  Derek was enlisted into the RAMC during the early Fifties and served his 
National Service in the UK. 

 

Derek Pace 

 

 

DEREK PACE 

The following is based on a biopic written by Jim Evans in August, 2000:  

It was inevitable that Derek Pace would have football in his blood, his father 
CHARLES had managed ESSINGTON VILLA in the 1930s, and his mother EMILY 
had played in an Essington Ladies team who played football to raise money for 
charities in the 1920s. Derek was born on the 11th March 1932 and started school at 
Essington Junior School, his younger brother Ken was born in 1936, and tragedy 
struck the family when their father was killed in an accident at HOLLY BANK Colliery 
in 1939.  
  
Derek moved to Essington C of E School at the age of 9, he already had a passion 
for football. The school at Essington, without any sports field, was unable to provide 
Derek with the opportunity to play football, so he persuaded his mother to let him 
move to the National School at Bloxwich where football was an important part of the 
school programme, where he joined a near neighbour Dennis Adderley who was a 



    

year younger. Both lads quickly made their mark and were selected for the school 
team Dennis as goalkeeper and Derek at Centre Half. It was in their position the 
Derek captained Walsall Schoolboys team At this time his hero was the great 
Wolves center half Stan Cullis, Derek saw Stan make his last appearance for Wolves 
in the last match of the 1946-7 season, on a boiling hot 31st May. A win would have 
made Wolves champions - but Liverpool pipped them to it. In 1946 the National 
School entered a team in the Walsall Minor League and early in the season they 
defeated Shelfield Y C 12 goals to 1, fourteen-year-old Derek playing at outside right 
notching four, here he teamed up again with Dennis Adderley. In his last year at 
school Dennis had been selected for Walsall Schoolboys team in 1947-8 when they 
reached the semifinal of the English Schools Trophy.  
On leaving school Derek went on to play for Bloxwich Scouts who played in the 
Bloxwich Combination. The League also included, Gate FC (New Invention), 
Essington WMC and Broad Lane WMC. If the Scouts team did not have a match, 
Derek would play for Bloxwich Wesley in the Walsall Minor League. In addition 
Derek also had a spell with Walsall Wood [Walsall Senior League] during the 1948-
49 season.  
  
Derek was signed by Aston Villa from Bloxwich Scouts in September 1949 and 
almost immediately was called up to do his two years National service in the Medical 
Corps where he obtained the nickname "Doc". Derek was rather on the small size for 
a center forward, but was hardy and tough a player as one could hope to see, a real 
problem for defenders to cope with, but opportunities were limited with Villa, albeit 
scoring on his debut against Burney on the 17th March 1951. He came out of the 
Army in June 1953.  
  
In 1953-4 season Derek was one of seven center forwards tried by Aston Villa in the 
three years following the departure of Trevor Ford to Sunderland. He played in 6 
league games scoring 6 goals. Most of his appearances were in the Central League 
and Birmingham League teams, where he was a member of the Villa side that 
defeated Stafford Rangers in the final of the Staffordshire Senior Cup, Derek scoring 
two of the Villa’s goal.  
  
Derek played in 18 league matches in 1954-5 scoring 1 goal, and he made one 
appearance in the F.A. Cup. 1955-6 was a terrible season for the Villa. Three weeks 
from the end of the season Villa they were next to bottom of the league 3 points 
behind Sheffield United. But in the closing game it was Derek's goals that did a great 
deal to save Villa from relegation. They eventually finished third from bottom on goal 
difference and avoided relegation. In 1956-7 Derek played in 21 league matches 
scoring 6 goals and in 6 cup games scoring 2 goals.  
  
After not getting selected for the Villa's 1957 cup final side, in the following season 
he played in 12 games scoring 3 goals (he played in the Charity Shield side that lost 
to Manchester United) before he moved to Sheffield United in December 1957 after 
scoring 42 league and cup goals in 106 matches.  
  
After leaving for Sheffield he began to show a real opportunist trait, scoring 140 
goals in 253-league appearance (175 goals in 302 league and cup games). In 
particular he was always a thorn in Villa's side every time he played against his old 
club, scoring a notable hat-trick at Villa Park in Villa's promotion season of 1959/60, 



    

when that 1-3 defeat against Sheffield United was Villa's only home defeat all 
season. He was ever-present when the Sheffield club achieved first division status 
again, scoring 26 goals.  
  
He was United's top scorer for six seasons before moving to Notts County in 
December 1964, playing 29 matches and scoring 15 goals. He then moved to 
Walsall in July 1966, only playing 4 matches plus 1 as substitute, scoring one goal - 
a flying header at Grimsby in August 1966. This was just over 15 years after his first 
ever league goal for Aston Villa. In his career he scored a grand total of 233 goals in 
444 games - an average of one goal every 1.9 matches.  
  
After retiring from football Derek became a sales representative for Churchfield 
Springs Ltd of West Bromwich and died on the 17th October 1989.  
 

Season League FA Cup FL Cup Europe 
 Games Goals Games Goals Games Goals Games Goals 

1950-
51 

2 1 0 0     

1951-
52 

7 2 0 0     

1952-
53 

11 5 0 0     

1953-
54 

8 6 0 0     

1954-
55 

18 8 1 0     

1955-
56 

19 9 1 0     

1956-
57 

21 6 6 2     

1957-
58 

12 3 0      

 

I contacted Rob McIntosh at the Museum of Military Medicine requesting if the 
Museum archives had any information on Derek Pace.  He came back to me having 
checked the archives and the result is appended below. 

'Hello Michael, 

The museum's archives have no information relating to Derek Pace. However, The 
AMS Magazine for the period 1949-53 does reveal several mentions of a Private D 
Pace at the following references: 

Vol. III No. 3. Summer 1951 : refers to a friendly match between the RAMC Depot & 
Fulham FC. Private Pace is mentioned as one of the players and is referred to in the 
following text – “Black (Scottish International playing for Fulham) made a great save 
from Pace". 



    

Vol. III No. 4. Autumn 1951:  quotes "Private D Pace played regularly for the Army 
during the season and also received his Army Badge". 

Vol. IV No. 3. Summer 1951 : states that Private D Pace was awarded his Army 
Colours for the past season. 

I assume that Pace mentioned above is your man.’ 

I am awaiting the findings from the Army FA in relation to my request for information 
on Derek. 

 
 

 
 

NEWS STORY - SHERWOOD FORESTER AND AN UNKNOWN 
SOLDIER BURIED 100 YEARS AFTER THEIR DEATHS IN THE 
GREAT WAR  

 
The following link covers the two burial services which took place on the Western 
Front for an unknown soldier of the Sherwood Foresters and an unknown soldier of 
an unknown regiment.  

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sherwood-forester-and-an-unknown-
soldier-buried-100-years-after-their-deaths-in-the-great-
war?utm_source=3a5ccaa9-36a6-44b2-a99e-
f7f5c5ee87ef&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=weekly 
 
 

 
CAN YOU HELP TRACE THE FAMILIES OF TWO MISSING WORL D 
WAR II SOLDIERS? 
 
The MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre is searching for the family 
members of two British soldiers who were killed in action in October 1944.  
 
A British soldier was killed in action in October 1944 and for just over 70 years he lay 
where he fell until his remains were uncovered in 2015. Several years’ worth of 
research has produced a short list of potential candidates that may help uncover the 
identity of this brave man. 
 
The MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre (JCCC) is searching for male 
family members of 2 of the potential candidates who were from Manchester. DNA 
samples have been taken from the remains and JCCC want to try and confirm the 



    

identity by comparing this sample with a member of each of the families of the 2 
potential candidates. 
 
Both soldiers served with the 2nd Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers and were killed 
during the Allied Gothic Line Offensive in Italy on 23 October 1944, during the battle 
to capture Monte Spaduro. 
 
Fusilier Joseph Frank Faulkner 
 
Joseph Frank Faulkner was the son of Joseph Faulkner and Mary Isabel Plant. He 
was born in October 1921 in Dartington, Cheshire. His last known address was 
Worthington Avenue, Partington in Trafford. Joseph had 5 brothers: Kenneth, 
George, Cyril, Harry and Jack and 1 sister, Mary. JCCC’s initial family research 
suggests that some of the descendants from these siblings could still be living in the 
Manchester area. 
 
Fusilier Walter Vickers 
 
Walter Vickers was the son of Walter Vickers and Maggie Straker. He was born in 
April 1921 in Rusholme, Manchester. His last known address was listed as Boynton 
Road, Rusholme. We believe from our initial research that Walter had 3 brothers and 
3 sisters: Bernard, James, Geoffrey, Nita, Lorna and Elva. Once again, the JCCC 
believe that the descendants of these siblings could still be living in the Manchester 
area. 
 
Now an appeal has been launched by the MOD’s JCCC to track down either of these 
men’s surviving male relatives so that they can be invited to undertake a DNA test to 
prove whether the remains are theirs. If positive identifications can be made, they will 
be given a full military burial in Italy with a named headstone. 
 
Nicola Nash from the JCCC said: I am really hoping that family members of these 2 
brave men will see this appeal and agree to help us. If anyone thinks they may have 
some information, then please get in contact so that we can try and identify this 
soldier that has been found. If you can help, please call Nicola on 01452 712612 ext. 
6063 (office hours) / 07773 187075 or email her via, Nicola.nash101@mod.gov.uk. 
 
LIFE IN THE BRITISH ARMY 1955-58 
 
The experiences of Peter Elgar as told by himself as a soldier in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps during the short period 1955 to 1958. Some funny stories and photos 
shown.  Peter has produced and placed the two videos on YouTube. The video 
content covers his time doing basic training and also his trade training at Millbank.  
The second video  shows the time Peter served in Germany, British Military 
Hospitals where he worked in the Pathology Laboratories, with photos taken at the 
time 62 years ago.  Peter on leaving the services dedicated his life to photography 
and the third video invites readers to join him in some “old army songs” 
 
 
 
 



    

PART 1 – ENGLAND  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAzcNnIkyfo&fbclid=IwAR0d4dcpgCLVp59GD1q
MmqY0g1Keyex8RFBHmUEJIXF0M3QJ-zzRBoJbE0A 
 
PART 2 – GERMANY 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nf74p4e9H4 
 
I would like to thank Peter for producing these two videos and sharing them with us 
and, hope the members of the newsletter enjoy viewing them as much as I did. 
 
OLD ARMY SONGS  
 
Not 'Photography' this time but a few 'Good Old' songs from the British Army -- feel free to 
'Singalong with me' 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrRerCtO1zE&fbclid=IwAR3fKTiW7r1gUkXVhE7
IloyxcO7WjGQxRAsnAogOMCOfTxCCda3HNzZsnGE 
 
 
 
EXCELLENT NEWS FOR ARMED FORCES VETERANS 
 
The following information was extracted from Terry Morley’s FB Page and it may be of 
interest to Armed Forces Veterans. 
 

 
 
Do you want a new career or start up your own business, then DON’T miss out on 
this fantastic opportunity and courses being delivered at Myerscough College in 
partnership with Operation Re-Org in; 
 

Grow Your Own future (Horticulture) 
Countryside Management 
Arboriculture 
Garden/Park design and Maintenance. 

 
The courses are free to Veterans on benefits or by using Elcas points if you have 
these available. These are residential courses delivered in outstanding facilities with 
free food and accommodation provided for any Ex Armed Forces living in the UK. 
To further, support Ex Armed Forces Myerscough College have created 



    

opportunities to gain valuable work experience and employment opportunities with: 
Step Together to source volunteer opportunities for the learner to volunteer and gain 
experience within their own community once they have completed the course. 
Belisama Retreat, a retreat for members of the Armed Forces Community to work on 
their forestry landscape along the River Ribble.( http://www.belisamasretreat.co.uk/ ) 
High ground providing land-based career opportunities for Service Leavers, 
Reservists and Veterans with in the UK 

For more details, please refer to the website on www.myerscoughcollege/adultskills 
 
 
VISIT TO THE FORMER GERMANIA BREWERY MUNSTER  
 
Whilst on a recent visit to our eldest son and his family in Paderborn in late March 
this year, we had cause to pay a visit to Munster where my lad is now posted to 
Headquarters 1(German/Netherlands) Corps as an SO1.  As a Mother’s Day treat he 
booked us into the Factory Hotel, Grevener Strasse, Munster.  The Hotel is a part of 
the Germania Campus which was the grounds of the former “Germania Brauerei” 
 

 

 
 

BRIEF HISTORY OF GERMANIA BRAUEREI  
 
BAKERY AND BREWERY  
 
One single man, Friedrich Dieninghoff, is responsible for the entire complex that today 
forms the centrepiece of the Germania Campus.  Or, to be more precise about it, his 
parents were responsible.  In the middle of the 19th Century, Mr and Mrs Dieninghoff 
senior owned a small bakery in Ascheberg near Coesfeld. At that time, a lot of bakers 
also ran a brewery as part of their business.  It is not hard to understand why: beer 
and bread both use the same ingredients. 
 
FRIEDRICH’S EDUCATION 
 
Friedrich Dieninghoff was sent to the famous Weihenstephan Brewery School north of 
Munich to receive his training, and the young man returned to Munsterland region with 
all kinds of ideas and innovative ways of doing things. In the mid-1880s, he opened 
his own brewing-and-baking business on the same spot where the well-known 
restaurant Kiepenkerl is located today in Munster’s city. Just by coincidence whilst 



    

visiting Munster my son took the photograph of Gloria and I just prior to us all sitting 
down in Kiepenkerl Restaurant for an excellent meal.  
 

                            
Kiepenkerl Restaurant                        Gloria and Mick   
 
However, this site quickly become too small.  By the end of the 19th Century, 
Friedrich was a successful businessman, and he needed a brand new brewery.  He 
bought land on Grevener Strasse which was still outside the town at the time. Here, 
he produced his own beer, but he also opened other ventures that had their 
premises within the complex, including a carpentry workshop and joinery.  All of 
these businesses were managed from the offices located in the brewery.  The site 
also had its own source of water, providing the spring water that is one of the most 
important raw materials in the brewing process, as it plays an important role in giving 
a beer its unique taste.  This is how Friedrich Dieninghoff started producing 
Germania beer. 
 
FUSING WITH UNION 
 
Hardly anybody noticed, but in 1963, the family run business merged with 
Dortmunder Union, a move which removed some items from the range of products.  
After the Second World War, several brands passed through the brewery’s gates; 
not just Germania Pils and Export, but also Rheinlander and Munsterlander Alt, malt 
and bock brews, as well as mineral water, Regina and Germania cola.  However, 
once Dortmunder and Germania merged, production was wound up for a lot of these 
drinks, and only the most famous beers remained in the product palette. 
 
 
END OF THE BREWERY 
 
When Managing Director Gottfried Wolters retired, this marked not just the end of the 
Dieninghoff family’s involvement in the business, but the Germania brewery’s 
success also seemed to come to an end.  The Company appointed several 
managers in quick succession and abandoned its traditions completely, and its 
turner over halved in just a short period of time.  One of the changes; the Company 
changed its colours from the red and yellow emblematic of Munster to Green and 
White, something which made its products less distinctive. At the start of the 1980s, 
the brewery closed due to lack of demand. It had been operating for almost a full 
century. 
 



    

 
 
 
THE SPA 
 
Since the premises stopped operating as a brewery the site was used for other 
purposes. After the buildings interiors were completely renovated and reconstructed, 
the main building served as a spa for several years. This was a practical choice 
because of the big vats on each of the different floors could be filled with water from 
the site’s own spring.  Once, these vats were full of beer, but now were places for 
children and adults to soak and splash about.  After the Spa closed, a club called 
ExBad operated in the building for a while.   
 
THE FACTORY HOTEL 
 
 “These are the kind of spaces that people don’t build anymore—you can only find 
them. And when you do, you should feel very lucky and responsible to create 
something nice out of them. If we had gutted the brewery, then its charm would have 
been lost forever.”  This statement was made by A. Deilmann (local Archi tect)  
 
The Germania Brewery site stood empty for a long time until a local Architect to 
Munster Andreas Deilmann gave it a new purpose a few years ago.  The Brewery’s 
main buildings were protected as architectural heritage, so they remained standing 
as the site was transformed: now a hundred years old, they stand as reminders of 
the busy scenes of yesteryear. 
  
The Factory Hotel is a high-concept Design Hotel with a minimalist style whose 
stand out architectural features are a mix of old and new. The exposed brickwork 
and steel girders of the structure, over a century old and built using traditional 
techniques, contrast with exposed beton brut - concrete as it appears when the 
framework is removed, so that the concrete surface reflects the framework joints, 
wood grain, and fasteners around which it was poured; often deliberately retained for 
architectural effect - to form the heart of a new building.  These elements were 
deliberately selected by the architect Christian Olufemi is responsible for the design 
of the rooms. The magazine hotelbau writes that Olufemi has created a hotel with a 
new kind of feeling, one that captures hotel the style of the era. Due to the design 
and the scores of features throughout the building adapted to suit the overall concept 
and invite was put out by the international group Designs Hotel in 2008.  The Factory 
Hotel has 128 double bedrooms and 16 suites, nine conference rooms, three 
restaurants and hotel bar. 
 



    

             
                 Hotel Reception Area        The Li ft Shaft 

 

                       
                    Restaurant                                     The wall in our bedroom 

 
The Factory Hotel opened its doors in the former brewery’s main building in 
November 2008.  Where there was once copper kettles, there is now the Spanish 
restaurant ‘La Tapia’; the TIDE hotel bar has taken up residency where the entrance 
to the spa used to be.  Check-in has replaced the spa’s changing rooms. Despite all 
of the changes, the campus still retains one trace of Dieninghoff’s presence. Since 
1999, one of the old building has been home to a law firm run by one of his great-
grandsons. 
 
Gloria and I thoroughly enjoyed our very short stay in the hotel and, if any readers 
are considering a visit to Munster then we both would recommend staying at the 
Factory Hotel. 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) - RAMC ASSOCIATION 
SHROPSHIRE BRANCH  
  

The RAMC Association Shropshire Branch AGM is being held on the 19 June 2019 
at 1900hrs in the Pickwick Suite of the Lion Hotel, Shrewsbury.  
  



    

Anyone wishing to attend is kindly requested to inform the Branch Secretary via E 
Mail on RAMC.Association.Shropshire@gmail.com  
  

Parking at the Lion Hotel is available however all attendees are reminded of the 
requirement to book in their vehicles in at the hotel reception on arrival. 
  

The Branch Committee and members look forward to seeing you all there.  
 
 

335 MEDICAL EVAUCATION REGIMENT   
 
335 Medical Evacuation Regiment is the British Army’s dedicated medical 
evacuation unit.  
 
A specialist unit of the Army Reserve, the Regiment develops the skills and 
experience of its soldiers and officers in pre-hospital emergency care and medical 
evacuation so that they are ready to deploy on operations and exercises around the 
world. The Regiment is tasked to provide a forward medical evacuation capability, 
from point of injury rearwards, and is the focal point for Medical Emergency 
Response Teams (MERT) within the Army Reserve. It also provides a tactical 
medical evacuation capability, including high dependency in-transit care, and can 
generate a range of other mounted and dismounted medical assets such as Pre-
Hospital Treatment Teams (PHTT). All this is done via the range of Army ambulance 
platforms, including the Battlefield Ambulance (BFA), protected mobility ambulances 
(Mastiff and Ridgeback) and tracked armoured ambulances (Samaritan and 
Bulldog). 
 
The Regiment has three Squadrons each compromising of a number of Forward and 
Tactical Medical Evacuation Troops and each Squadron is paired with one of the 
Regular Army’s three Armoured Medical Regiments.  
 
335 Medical Evacuation Regiment recruits qualified and student doctors, nurses and 
paramedics as well as non-clinical people who want to train as a combat medical 
technician, human resources specialist or driver. Although their headquarters is in 
York, as a specialist unit they recruit Reservists nationally and train throughout the 
UK and overseas. They do not meet weekly and for that reason the minimum 
commitment is less at 19 days each year. There is no minimum length of service. 
 
The Regiment has a long and illustrious history which can be traced back to the 
ambulance trains of the Boer War of 1899 to 1902. Since its formation in 2005, 
personnel have deployed on operations in Afghanistan, Cyprus, Iraq, South Sudan 
and Sierra Leone. 
 
Extracted from 335 MER FB Page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/335MER/posts/1075567975986942 



    

FRIENDS OF MILLBANK MAY 2019 NEWSLETTER 
 
Dear Members, 
  
I don't remember making errors in my days as a Staff Officer. Blame the computer. 
 
Two errors and omissions.  First the error; 
 
First paragraph the word should have been RESOUNDED NOT resonated! 
 
SECOND I omitted the most important flyer to advertise the need for more 
volunteers to come forward to partake in the MILLBANK ORAL HISTORY PROJECT  
Like Lord Kitchener said “Your Country Needs You” see flyer attached. 
 
From: Frank Davis  <frankeadavis@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, 30 Apr 2019 at 10:29 
Subject: Friends of Millbank May 2019 Newsletter 
To: To Friends of Millbank Members 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Friday 26 April 2019 resonated history because of the subject material and the 
sensitivity of the lecturer Dr Glyn Prysor, Chief Historian Commonwealth War 
Graves, he was aware that standing in the Royal Amy Medical College Lecture 
theatre is filling the shoes of many great men and women for the last 100 years, the 
length of time the Commonwealth War Graves has been operating. His lecture was 
very memorable, and did so graphically cover, for now and forever, but added a new 
word in my view the “future”. His lecture was Informative, thought provoking, 
Illuminating and challenging. He highlighted the geographical spread, the sheer cost 
in human sacrifice and the cost to sustain the memory. His visual aids were superbly 
presented clear and simple. His message for the future was the work, will go on, 
“they will be remembered” but as I detected he and his colleagues fired up 
examining, how to bring this 100 year old history into the 21st century, a message for 
us all. If I am a judge Glyn Prysor commitment and passion, certainly inspired us all, 
at least visit the War Graves in UK this summer.   
 
Set out below is the list of references the inquiring minds of FOM will need to 
continue the research into the Commonwealth War Graves and its future: 
 
CWGC website  is www.cwgc.org – you can search our casualty database, find out 
more about our cemeteries and memorials and much more. 
 
CWGC Foundation  – this is our charitable arm, which supports the CWGC by 
funding projects such as the CWGC Internship programme. Find out more and join 
through our website. 
 
The CWGC Handbook  – can be ordered through the website, a handy guide to the 
history of the organisation and an overview of its work today, plus suggested 
itineraries for visits. 



    

 
CWGC App – available for smartphones from the ‘App Stores’, will highlight nearby 
war graves in the UK as well as abroad. 
 
‘Eyes On, Hands On’  – volunteering programme to help care for UK war graves – 
coming soon! Books from Amazon Citizen Sailors: The Royal Navy in the Second 
World War Paperback – 26 Apr 2012 
 
Now to future events  
 
Friday 17th May, 6.30pm (doors open at 6.00pm) at the Royal Victoria Chapel 
Netley, title of the talk “From Bullet to Blighty.”  A free evening talk with Pete Starling 
Please book by telephone 02380605102 see flyer attached. 
 
1600 Friday 21 June 2019 the event is a Visit to the College of Optometrists 
Museum. 
 
Please see flyer attached, so far 7 have stepped forward to attend they are James 
and Jean Hardy, Frank Davis and Guest, Lindi and Sean Kibbey and Chris Hall. 
 
Please, oh please are there any more takers please email 
info@friendsofmillbank.org  
 
Note:  I am visiting the hotel tomorrow and may well reduce the price  
 
Saturday 6 July 2019 John Keen Memorial Luncheon Event please see flyer 
attached.  Please send your names to attend to info@friendsofmillbank.org 
 
Please take advantage to attend these events 
yours 
Frank  
 
The following FOM attachments are appended to this newsletter: 
 
John Keen Memorial Luncheon – Saturday 6th July 2019 
Visit to the College of Optometrists Museum - Friday 21st June 2019 
From Bullet to Blighty – Presentation by Pete Starling - Friday 17th May 2019 
 
ARMY v NAVY RUGBY GAME 
 
I will be attending the above fixture this coming Saturday 4th May 2019 at 
Twickenham.  I look forward to meeting up with a number of friends and former 
colleagues at the match.  
 
Those rugby fans amongst us might find the following link which is the Army v RAF 
fixture which was played at Kingsholm Stadium Gloucester on Saturday 27th April 
2019. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yYECvVsQRY 



    

ARMED FORCES PENSION SCHEME (AFPS) 2019 NEWSLETTER  
 
Appended to this newsletter is the 2019 AFPS Newsletter. 
 
 
ABSENT BRETHERN 
 
Peter Belcher  passed away on 31st October 2018 having died from small cell 
prostate. Initially doctors thought he just had prostate cancer but the disease spread 
rapidly.  He was buried in Clayton Wood Natural Burial Ground in Hassocks. 
 
Ray Brightwell sadly passed away at home on Saturday 6th April 2019 aged 65 
years. He had lost his battle against cancer and his funeral service took place on 
Thursday 25th April 2019 at 3.00pm at Gilroes Crematorium in Leicester. 

 

Tony Lawrence passed away as a result of a massive heart attack at home at 0530 
hours on 29th April 2019. Condolences to Tony’s long standing partner Belinda. 



Sponsored by Friends of Millbank
The Friends and Family of

the late John Keen

Invite you to attend the last
John Keen Memorial Luncheon

Programme
Saturday 6 July 2019

1030 for 1100 Turning of the Page Ceremony
at Westminster Abbey

1200 Pre lunch Drinks Bar Area
At the

Union Jack Club, Sandell Street,
London SE1 8UJ

Next to Waterloo Station, off Waterloo Road

1230 Presentation by Nicola Wynne
How to raise funds

For your favorite charity
1300 Lunch in Union Jack Club Dining Room

1400 Report from Philippines on the
Bambang Sunshine Project,

which assists special, needs children in the Philippines.
This was a charity close to John’s heart.

There will be a retiring collection in aid of the
charity please give generously

To Book Please email Debbie Malins by emailing debbie@dmalins.plus.com

Please pay CASH for the meal and drinks ON THE DAY
Cost of Meal including wine and coffee £25.00



Millbank Oral History Project

In the past have you been linked with
MILLBANK?

Being on the strength of 18 Company
RAMC

On the posted strength of the RAMC
College

HQ RAMC Officers Mess

Queen Alexandra Military Hospital

Maybe you have attended courses, conferences or
attended functions (even as a guest) in the mess or

as a patient in the Queen Elizabeth Military
Hospital

We would like to hear your stories so
if you have had links with Millbank

Please
Contact Debbie Malins (Secretary) via:

info@friendsofmillbank.org

Contact Names: Debbie Malins Secretary; Maggie Tyler Project Leader; Frank
Davis Sponsor



THE FRIENDS OF MILLBANK
Welcomes you to

Outside event a
Visit to the College of
Optometrists Museum

42 Craven Street, London, WC2N 5NG
Then supper at the Charing Cross Hotel

Meeting at the museum at
1600 Friday 21 June 2019

Please be prepared to pay say £40,00
for a three course meal

one glass of wine and coffee

Please register for this event by cop
Thursday 13 June 2019 by emailing

info@friendsofmillbank.org
with your name email and dietary

requirements

Published by the Chairman 2019
info@friendsofmillbank.org



From Bullet to Blighty
A free evening talk with Pete Starling

This free illustrated talk will tell the story of how the soldiers arrived
at Netley from the front line during the First World War, outlining the
stages of evacuation and complexities of moving casualties, and the
medical treatment given to the wounded. It will outline the various
stages of evacuation and the level of treatment given at each stage.

 
Pete is a retired Royal Army Medical Corps Officer, the former

Director of the Army Medical Services Museum, author, medical
advisor to TV and film studios and supported the restoration of the

Royal Victoria Chapel. Please book at the Chapel reception desk.
 
 Friday 17th May, 6.30pm (doors 6.00pm)
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