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The details of the institution of the 

Victoria Cross and Queen Victoria’s 

personal interest in the design and 

presentation of the award are well 

known. What is not so well known is 

that the first cross and the Army 

Medical Department are inextricably 

linked. It could even be said that the 

first presentation of the cross did not 

take place in Hyde Park on Friday 26th 

June 1857 but at a building site on 

Southampton Water on 19th May 

1856. 

 

The war correspondent afforded news 

of the Crimean War to reach the 

breakfast tables of the nation not long 

after the events happened and 

included in this news was what was 

termed at the time, the inadequacies of 

the Army Medical Department, much 

of which was unjustified criticism. 

Many commissions travelled to the 

Crimea during the war and many sat 

afterwards, making recommendations 

for the improvement of the medical 

department. One of the main 

recommendations was that there was 

an urgent need for a purpose built 

military hospital for the sick and 

wounded of Victoria’s army. On 5 

March 1855 Queen Victoria wrote from 

Buckingham Palace to Lord Panmure 

that hospitals ‘..For our sick and 

wounded soldiers is absolutely 

necessary and now is the moment to 

have them built’.   Panmure replied 

that same day that an immediate 

survey would be made to find a 

suitable site. 

 

The planning and building of the 

hospital took place very quickly, the 

initial seeds being sown in March 1855 

when Lord Panmure, the Secretary of 

State for War, instructed the Inspector-



General of Fortifications to appoint an 

officer to select a site for the new 

hospital. Captain RM Laffan was the 

officer selected and he was assisted 

by Surgeon Henry Mapleton from the 

Army Medical Department. They set 

about finding a suitable site on the 

south coast of England and chose land 

on the eastern shore of Southampton 

Water to afford the hospital the 

opportunity to have its own jetty to 

allow the landing of the sick and 

wounded direct from the transports. 

 

Queen Victoria took a keen interest in 

the proposed new hospital. On 23rd 

May 1855 she badgered Panmure 

‘The Queen wishes to know what 

progress has been made with respect 

to the new hospital, whether a site has 

been found and whether it can be 

purchased?’  

 

The site was purchased in January 

1856 from a Thomas Chamberlayne 

for a sum of £15,000 and planning 

started in earnest. In March 1856 she 

urged Lord Panmure to have 

everything ready by May so that a 

foundation stone could be laid whilst 

the Queen was on the Isle of White . In 

April she reminded Panmure that she 

wished to see the plans for the 

hospital, which were finally sent to her 

in early May; she gave them her 

approval. Shortly after, the planners 

decided that the size of the site was 

insufficient for the hospital and lunatic 

asylum and efforts were made to 

purchase more land from Mr 

Chamberlayne. 

 

Victoria had many concerns for her 

troops and she constantly 

corresponded with Panmure about 

such matters including a new bravery 

decoration and on 28th December 

1855 Prince Albert returned a draft 

Warrant to Panmure with pencil notes. 

On January 5th 1856 she returned 

drawings of various designs to 

Panmure, with her preference marked. 

Over the ensuing week’s 

correspondence continued about what 

was to become known as the Victoria 

Cross. On 3 March 1856 she returned 

some samples to Panmure, indicating 

her preference and stating that she 

was desirous to have one to keep. 

Presumably at some date shortly after 

3rd March this came about.  

 

Queen Victoria’s first public 

engagement after the end of the 

Crimean War was to lay the foundation 

stone of the new Netley hospital on 

19th May 1856. The Queen arrived 

from the Isle of White, where she had 

been staying at Osborne House, 

aboard the Royal Yacht ‘Victoria and 

Albert’ and accompanied by a frigate 

and gunboats of the Royal Navy. She 

was greeted by various dignitaries and 

officers from the army and after the 

Corporation of Southampton had given 

a loyal address the Queen inspected 

the plans of the hospital, shown to her 

by Mr Mennie, the War Department 

architect. She then placed these plans 

in a copper box along with various 

coins of the realm, a Crimean War 

medal, complete with the four bars for 

the battles of Alma, Balaklava, 

Inkerman and Sebastopol and a 

‘Cross’ . This copper casket was then 

placed in the foundation stone of 

Welsh Granite, which was then 

lowered onto a bed of mortar. 



The construction of the hospital was 

eventually completed despite much 

controversy over its plans and some 

final changes. It continued to function 

as a major military hospital, through 

various wars and campaigns and 

eventually closed to patients in the late 

1950s. By 1958 the main part of the 

building was empty and remained so 

until a fire partly destroyed it in June 

1963. Despite opposition by local 

residents the building was demolished 

in September 1966.  

 

Speculation was rife about quite what 

lay under the foundation stone; it was 

known that there was a casket 

containing coins and medals but 

exactly what was the cross placed in 

the casket over one hundred years 

ago? On 7th December1966 many 

notable members of the Army Medical 

Services gathered on a very muddy 

demolition site and amidst much pomp 

and ceremony the foundation stone 

was raised and the copper casket 

recovered. With much trepidation it 

was opened and inside was found, not 

only the coins, parchments and 

Crimea War medal but also an 

unnamed Victoria Cross. 

 

The national press recorded this find 

as a prototype Victoria Cross although 

they confused it with the Crimean 

medal stating that the Victoria Cross 

had four bars. 

 

Both medals were eventually taken to 

the then RAMC Museum at Mytchett 

but there the story does not end. There 

was much speculation about whether 

this was in fact the first Victoria Cross 

manufactured and the one that Queen 

Victoria requested Lord Panmure to 

provide. Sir John Smyth VC made 

comment in the Daily Telegraph of 

30th December 1966 saying that  ... no 

Victoria Cross can be genuine unless it 

has the name of the recipient and the 

date engraved on the back.  

 

The Council of Colonels Commandant 

RAMC went into great deliberation 

about how to establish and protect its 

authenticity and undertook dialogue 

with Messer’s Hancock’s & Co of 

London. Eventually it was decided that 

both the Victoria Cross and the 

Crimean War medal should be suitably 

engraved to establish their identity and 

this was done in January 1967. 

 

Surely taking into consideration the 

dates of the correspondence 

concerning the Cross and the date of 

the laying of the foundation stone at 

Netley, careful consideration must be 

given that this is in fact perhaps the 

first Victoria Cross and its 

‘presentation’ to the Army Medical 

department pre dates the first official 

presentation in Hyde Park. 

 

These medals now form part of the 

Victoria Cross display in the Army 

Medical Services Museum, alongside 

a further twenty-two awards of the total 

of twenty nine and two bars awarded 

to members of the Army Medical 

Services. 

 

By Pete Starling 

 

At this point I would like to mention 

that my father (John “Jock” McCran) 

was the Royal Victoria Hospital Netley 

RSM when on the 7th December 1966  



he partook in a Ceremony to uncover 

the foundation stone laid by Queen 

Victoria on 19th May 1856. It was some 

110 years later the copper casket time 

capsule containing the plans of the 

hospital, the first Victoria Cross, a 

silver Crimea medal with all four 

campaign bars and coins of the realm, 

were retrieved when the foundation 

stone was raised.  

 

The following inscription was on the 

stone: 

 

“This stone was laid on the 19th day of 

May in the year of our Lord, 1856, by 

Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria, 

Queen of Great Britain and Ireland as 

the foundation stone of the Victoria 

Military Hospital intended for the 

reception of the sick and wounded 

soldiers of her Army”. 

 

 
WO1 John “Jock” McCran being 

escorted whilst carrying the copper 

casket time capsule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF 

MANCHESTER MEDICS 
 

COLONEL JOHN BENTLY MANN 

MRCS 

 

Born in Manchester in 1861 the son of 

Dr Robert Mann he followed his father 

into the medical profession, entering 

Manchester University to study 

medicine in 1879. On completion of his 

degree he went into general practice 

with a Surgery on Quay Street, 

Manchester, and became medical 

officer to Manchester Post Office.  In 

1888 he married Hannah Rosaline 

Ford in Nantwich and a daughter was 

born in 1890. A keen member of the 

Territorial Army and its predecessor 

the Rifle Volunteers he enlisted in 

Medical Staff Corps branch of the 

Volunteers in 1886 as a Lieutenant 

and rose to command the 1st East 

Lancashire Field Ambulance R.A.M.C 

on the foundation of the Territorial 

Army with the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel in 1908. He was living at 26 

John Street, Manchester when War 

broke out in 1914, and immediately 

mobilised with his Regiment as part of 

the 42nd East Lancashire Division. 

When the Division left for the Middle 

East in September he was promoted to 

A.D.M.S (Assistant Director Medical 

Services) for the whole Division and as 

such saw active service with them in 

Egypt and Gallipoli. He contacted 

dysentery while at Gallipoli and 

although he recovered his health was 

effectively broken. He was forced to 

resign his commission due to ill health 

on 23rd August 1917, and was 

invalided home where he tragically 

died on 15th January 1918 from a 



mixture of exhaustion and weakened 

immunity caused by service at Gallipoli 

and in Egypt. He was aged 56. 

Memorials to him exist at the 

University of Manchester, and at the 

R.A.M.C Headquarters at Ash Vale. 

 

 London Gazette May 8th 1908 

1st East Lancashire Field Ambulance; 

Major John Bently Mann, from the 

Manchester Companies, Royal Army 

Medical Corps (Volunteers), to be 

Lieutenant-Colonel, and is appointed 

to command the unit. Dated 1st April, 

1908. 

War Office. 

 

Memorials – Manchester University 

and Royal Army Medical Corps Head 

Quarters, Keogh Barracks,  Ash Vale    

Great War Forum – 1914-

18.invisionzone.com – Request for 

assistance On Colonel Mann 26th May 

2008 

Trafford War dead – 

www.traffordwardead.co.uk 

Manchester University – Roll of 

Service John Bently Mann  

Manchester Medical Collection – John 

Rylands Ref. GB 133 MMC/2/MannJB 

 

Mike Whitworth, Manchester Museum 

 

BARRON JOHN RODWAY LDS 

 

Barron John Rodway LDS was a  

Lecturer in Prosthetics at Manchester 

University. 

 

 He served as Surgeon in Charge of 

Jaw Injuries Section with 2nd Western 

general Hospital. Together with Platt 

and Campion he carried out pioneering 

work in bone graft surgery. He was 

awarded the O.B.E in 1920 for 

“….valuable services rendered or in 

connection with Military 

Hospitals…..with the Army during the 

War.”  

 

His medal was sold at auction in 2013 

for £110.00. 

 

Mike Whitworth, Manchester Museum 

 

DR JOHN SEBASTIAN 

BACHSTOPFORD KBE, MB, ChB, 

MD, FRCS, FRCP, FRS 

 

 
 

John Stopford was born in Hindley 

Green, Wigan in 1888. He graduated 

with an M.B from Manchester 

University in 1911 where he met his 

future wife Lily Allen when both 

undergraduates and went to work as a 

House Surgeon at Rochdale Infirmary. 

In 1912 he returned to the University 

as an Anatomy Demonstrator in the 

School of Medicine. In 1915 he joined 

the staff of 2nd Western General 

Hospital as a Neurologist. He went on 

to serve at Grangethorpe Military 

Hospital in Rusholme where he 

developed theories on sensation until 

www.traffordwardead.co.uk


after the War. In 1919 he became 

Professor of Anatomy at Manchester 

University and for a time was Vice-

Chancellor in the 1930s. He eventually 

became Baron Stopford of Fallowfield 

for his research on sensation.  He 

retired in 1956 and was made an 

Emeritus Professor. 

 

Mike Whitworth, Manchester Museum 

 

MEDICAL STAFF ON 

TROOPSHIPS 

 

In the late 1950's and early sixties 

there were seven troopships in regular 

service plus others on “standby” 

transporting military and diplomatic 

personnel worldwide. 

 

They were classified as deep sea 

vessels and shallow sea vessels, the 

latter plied across the North Sea 

(which was quite deep enough for me).  

The deep sea boats operated from 

Southampton and covered the rest of 

the world.   

  

The North Sea boats were; 

 

 
Empire Wansbeck 

 

Built 1943 ex- Linz, (North German 

Lloyd), war prize, 1946 renamed 

Empire Wansbeck, Harwich-Hook of 

Holland, 1961 sold to Greece, 

renamed Esperos.  

 

MEMORIES "SNIPPETS" OF A 

RAMC MEDICAL ORDERLY - 

Graham Hibbert. 

There are two troop ships that you 

hear very little about, they were 

Empire Parkston and the Wansbeck, 

these were known as ST's (sick tubs). 

 

They operated a a night crossing 

several times a week from Harwich to 

the Hook of Holland (for onward rail 

transport to Germany) and return. 

 

Medical staff consisted of two RAMC 

lance-corporals only, provided by 

Netley on secondment to movement 

control Parkston Quay Harwich, I 

spent several winter months on these 

ships; we had a small medical room 

and were always busy. For serious 

incidents we were totally reliant on any 

doctors and QA's in transit and radio 

advice. 

 

Unfortunately I do not have any 

photos, at the time these ships did not 

have the sense of adventure and 

excitement as deep sea trooping. - 

Graham Hibbert. 

 

 
Empire Parkston 

 



Ex- Prince Henry, 1946 purchased 

from Canadian Government and 

renamed Empire Parkeston, 1962 

scrapped.  

 

MEMORIES "SNIPPETS" OF A RAMC 

MEDICAL ORDERLY - Graham 

Hibbert 

There are two troop ships that you 

hear very little about, thy Empire 

Parkston and the Wansbeck; these 

were known as ST's (sick tubs).  

 

They operated a night crossing several 

times a week from Harwich to the 

Hook of Holland (for onward rail 

transport to Germany) and return. 

 

Medical staff consisted of two RAMC 

Lance-Corporals only, provided by 

Netley on secondment to movement 

control Parkston Quay Harwich, I 

spent several winter months on these 

ships; we had a small medical room 

and were always busy. For serious 

incidents we were totally reliant on any 

doctors and QA's in transit and radio 

advice. 

 

Unfortunately I do not have any 

photos, at the time these ships did not 

have the sense of adventure and 

excitement as deep sea trooping. - 

Graham Hibbert. 

 

Both 5556 tons each carried 1100 

passengers and each did two North 

Sea return crossings a week from 

Harwich Port to the rail terminal at the 

Hook of Holland, for Germany. 

 

 

 

 

The deep sea ships;  

 

 
SS Dilwara 12598 tons 

 

The HMT Dilwara was built in 1935 by 

Barclay, Curle and Company of 

Glasgow, for the British India Steam 

Navigation Company, starting her long 

and distinguished career by taking part 

in King George V1’s Coronation 

Review. During World War Two she 

was involved in evacuations from 

Singapore and Greece, the 

Madagascar landings and action on 

the Burma coast, where she was 

damaged after striking a mine. From 

1945 she trooped in the Far East, 

including the ports of Singapore, 

Calcutta and Penang, later, in 1956, 

she took part in the Suez Landings. 

 

In 1960 she was sold to the China 

Navigation Company, who changed 

her name to the Kuala Lumpur. After 

carrying pilgrims to Jeddah over the 

Years, she was eventually scrapped in 

Taiwan on 1st. December 1971. 

 

 

 



 
SS Dunera  

 

The 12,615 ton Dunera made her 

maiden voyage from Southampton to 

China in September 1937. She was to 

be closely associated with this port, 

firstly as a troopship, for twenty-four 

years, and then as a pioneering 

educational cruise liner for seven 

years. 

 

The ship was ordered by the British 

India Steam Navigation Company, 

from the Barclay Curle shipyard in 

Glasgow, and when completed she 

was chartered by the Government to 

carry troops. She and her sister ship, 

the Dilwara, represented a 

considerable advance on the older 

troopships. During the Second World 

War these ships took part in the 

evacuation from Singapore, and the 

landings in Madagascar, Sicily and 

Southern France. 

 

Modernisation and refit work in 1950, 

at Glasgow, cost nearly one million 

pounds and Dunera continued in 

service until trooping by sea finished. 

She still had plenty of life left in her, 

and British India embarked on a bold 

experiment, the Company decided she 

should continue in service as Britain’s 

first permanent school cruise liner. 

During the first year, in her new role, 

she carried more than 10,000 

youngsters. 

 

Her achievements paved the way for 

the introduction of other retired 

troopships into cruising operations. 

Sadly, Dunera was finally broken for 

scrap in Spain in 1967. 

 

 
OR Ward on board SS Dunera 

 

 
RAMC nursing staff in crew bar – 

the article contributor Graham 

Hibbert is left as you look at the 

picture 



 
SS Nevasa 9071 tons 

 

The Nevasa was built to celebrate the 

company’s centenary in 1956 and 

spent her first few years as a 

troopship, however, as National 

Service came to an end, and air 

transport became more efficient the 

ship was made redundant and was laid 

up in the river Fal, Cornwall in 1962 for 

two years. She was then converted 

and became the Bibby Line’s third and 

largest educational cruise ship in 

1964/5. Her powerful machinery gave 

her a greater range than the other 

educational cruise ships, and her anti-

roll stabilisers provided greater 

comfort. 

She ran alongside the SS Uganda 

between 1968 and 1974, however she 

was suddenly withdrawn from service 

in January 1975, and sent to the 

breakers in Taiwan, she had become a 

victim of the 1970’s oil crisis. 

 

 

 

 

 
Devonshire 11275 tons  

The Devonshire was built in 1939 by 

Fairfield Shipbuilding of Glasgow, as a 

troopship and made her first trip from 

Southampton to India, spending the 

next four years trooping in Australia, 

the Far East, South Africa and the 

Mediterranean. In 1943 she took part 

in the Sicily Campaign, as Command 

Operations ship, carrying troops for the 

Salerno landings. Post war she 

transported troops to the Far East and 

Korea, and in 1951 was forced to send 

a “Mayday” call when her engines 

failed during a gale in the Bay of 

Biscay, but she managed to restore 

power and the “Mayday” was 

cancelled.   

 

She continued trooping until 1962 

when she was sold to the British India 

Line, where she was refitted and 

continued her career as an educational 

cruise ship, being renamed the 

Devonia. 

 

She was scrapped at La Spezia in the 

Liguria region of northern Italy in 1967. 

 

 
Empire Fowey 17528 tons   

 

The Fowey was originally called the 

Potsdam, but was seized by the Allies 

at Flensburg in 1945. She sailed for 

one year as the Empire Jewel before 

taking on the name of Empire Fowey 

in 1946, under the management of the 

P & O Line, and served as a troopship. 



They were all civilian vessels 

chartered by the MOD from the British 

India Steamship Ltd. 

 

The civilian crew, with the exception of 

the ships officers were predominately 

Indian but there were permanent 

military staff mostly RAMC consisting; 

One doctor (medical officer), two QA 

sisters (officers) one pharmacist 

(sergeant), four nursing orderlies 

(privates) and one admin warrant 

officer. 

 

In addition to the RAMC personnel 

there was also a RAPC (Pay Corps) 

corporal and at least two military 

police. All medical personnel belonged 

to the trooping pool, a much sought 

after posting based at Netley Hospital 

near Southampton. 

 

Netley Hospital specialised in the 

treatment of psychiatric and sexual 

diseases. It was where Terry Dene 

(born Terence Williams), Britain's 

answer to Elvis Presley, was admitted 

in 1958 as a result of having difficulty 

in coping with National Service.  He 

was discharged from the army on 

medical grounds. But in truth the army 

could not cope with the hordes of 

reporters and cameramen that 

followed his every move. 

 

On the North Sea vessels there was 

no MO or QA staff, just two Lance 

Corporal RAMC “medics” attached to 

the Harwich Transit Camp. In event of 

a serious incident the ships tannoy 

would be used to broadcast throughout 

the ship asking for any travelling 

doctors or QA's to report to the 

medical room. 

The medical staff could also seek 

advice via the ships radio but, as 

Helicopter medical evacuation was in 

its infancy, none of the troopships had 

helicopter landing facilities. 

 

Medical, dental, QARANC personnel, 

as well as entertainers in transit on all 

troopships could be seconded by the 

MO to work in the ship's hospital. 

 

On the larger deep sea ships the 

medical and nursing facilities consisted 

of a general purpose ward, an MO's 

office that doubled as a consulting 

room, a pharmacy, and a padded cell.   

Well away from the general ward there 

was an isolation ward at the stern. 

Officers and females were usually 

nursed in their cabins. 

 

The departure from Southampton was 

always a grand nostalgic event 

accompanied by a military band 

playing stirring music, and, there would 

be many wet handkerchiefs in the 

hands of the wives and sweethearts 

waving goodbye on the quayside. 

 

No sooner had a boat got into the 

Solent there would be the first of the 

frequent life boat drills. On 30th March 

1954 following an explosion in the 

engine room, the troopship Empire 

Windrush sank in the Mediterranean. 

Thanks to the practised life boat drills 

there was no loss of life, fire and life 

boat drills were always taken seriously.   

 

There was a ships inspection every 

morning, this included the hospital, but 

the duty night orderly was usually left 

in peace, 

 



The Bay of Biscay always seemed to 

be rough and was busy time for the 

ships medical personnel. With sea 

sickness, broken limbs, occasional 

fight injuries and frequent scalp 

wounds caused by jumping down 

stairways resulting the “coming 

together” of heads with low structures. 

The suture tray was always laid out 

and the sterilizer on the boil. 

 

On the deep sea ships there was a 

shop selling films, cards, postage 

stamps, cigarettes, ships souvenirs 

and local currency. Letters many with 

SWALK on the back could be posted 

at the shop. Officers and Sergeants 

had their own Messes and, the Junior 

Ranks bar was run by the NAAFI.   

Inter regimental rivalry was 

encouraged and occasionally led to 

beer fuelled fights. The RAMC 

orderlies could use the ship’s crew bar 

and only went into the NAAFI bars in 

an emergency.   

 

The first port of call would always be 

Gibraltar for fresh water, mail and 

supplies. Shore leave was not allowed 

on outward voyages for fear of the 

temptation to nip across the border 

into Spain. 

 

Malta was the next regular call and a 

chance to stretch legs on shore and 

buy souvenirs. If there was an 

American warship in Valletta harbour 

prices would be “sky high”. 

 

Cyprus was the next port of call; there 

was a BMH in Cyprus but no shore 

leave. Anchored of Famagusta 

disembarking troops would have 

loaded weapons as EOKA terrorists 

had already killed over 100 British 

military personnel on Cyprus. Some 

boats turned round at Cyprus but most 

went on the Aden and the Far East. 

 

Leaving the Mediterranean ships 

would gather in the bay of Suez in 

readiness to form a convoy to pass 

through the recently reopened canal. 

In the morning light the remains of 

ships sunk in the Suez conflict were 

visible and a reminder of yet another 

recent conflict. 

 

Ships daily Part One Orders and 

tannoy announcements reminded you 

that weapons and cameras were not 

permitted on deck while in the Suez 

Canal or the Sweetwater lake. That 

didn't prevent cameras on deck hidden 

under towels. 

 

A strange sight in the canal was where 

it divided for convoys to pass; the sight 

of the tops of ships seemingly sailing 

silently through the sand was 

unforgettable. 

 

There was always a Royal Navy ship 

waiting to escort troopships through 

the Red Sea. The Red Sea was 

always calm but had strong currents 

that would cause the ship to roll 

alarmingly. 

 

At the “lower end” of the Red Sea was 

Aden, the capital Steamer Point could 

be smelt miles out at sea. A few hours 

shore leave was granted at Aden 

where the cheapest cameras and 

watches in the world could be found.   

 

Colombo Ceylon, (now Sri-Lanka) 

came as a nostalgic shock with its 



Woolworth's and double decker buses 

still with London Transport on the 

sides. 

 

After Colombo, Singapore was the 

next port of call. Here troops would 

disembark to join their units fighting 

the Viet-Com campaign in Malaya.  

There would be a three day break in 

Singapore before returning to the UK 

or going on to Hong Kong offering the 

opportunity to visit the Changi transit 

camp which is now what must be one 

of the world’s most beautiful airport 

terminals.   

 

The ship would now be quiet with only 

troops bound for Hong Kong 

remaining, a chance for some 

relaxation. Hong Kong was fascinating 

and exciting; its Glasgow trams on 

Hong Kong island carrying 180.000 

passengers a day made many Scots 

feel very homesick. 

 

During the three day “turn round” I 

remember going across Victoria 

harbour to Hong Kong Island on the 

Star ferry which still operates and 

watching the ceremony of firing the 

Noon Day gun a Hochkiss Mark One 

Machine Gun. Little did I know that 

nearly 40 years later I would be invited 

to fire this same gun (the complete 

guide on how to use the Hochkiss 

Mark One Machine Gun is at 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=-

Hu-

BAAAQBAJ&pg=PR11&redir_esc=y&h

l=en#v=onepage&q&f=false 

 

Up to this point life for the medical 

personnel was fairly routine.  The 

morning sick parade followed by a 

constant round of injections and FFI's, 

the odd appendicitis, fight injuries, and 

the occasional bullet through a foot as 

a result of “jammed” weapons during 

shooting practice at plastic balls 

thrown into the sea.   

 

The relationship between the Medical 

Officer, QARANC and orderlies was 

relatively informal and I recollect at 

least one romantic liaison. I can only 

remember the names of three of the 

Dunera medical staff, Robin from 

Hampshire. Jock from Scotland (that's 

original!) and QARANC called Angela 

le Swoire? (spelling not correct) from 

Guernsey.   

 

Initially by far the biggest medical 

problem was sunburn and cases of 

prickly heat; this would start in the 

Mediterranean. Few were used to the 

dangers of sunburn; the Costa-Del-Sol 

had yet to be discovered. 

 

Starting with no more than ten minutes 

in the sun the dangers were often 

forgotten, falling asleep on deck could 

result in serious painful burns and 

dehydration. Prickly heat would appear 

usually after Suez, literally gallons of 

prickly heat lotion was dispensed and 

a bath full was always available.      

 

The daily morning sick parades and 

FFI's were a type of triage, with three 

lines of troops been examined by the 

medical orderlies, anything of 

significance was then sent to a fourth 

line, the Medical Officer's line. There 

was always a reluctance to admit a 

sick patient to the ward. 

 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=-Hu-BAAAQBAJ&pg=PR11&redir_esc=y&hl=en%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=-Hu-BAAAQBAJ&pg=PR11&redir_esc=y&hl=en%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=-Hu-BAAAQBAJ&pg=PR11&redir_esc=y&hl=en%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=-Hu-BAAAQBAJ&pg=PR11&redir_esc=y&hl=en%23v=onepage&q&f=false


Women's sick parades were 

conducted by the Medical Officer and 

QARANC.  Civilian personnel such as 

diplomats and embassy personnel in 

transit would be seen by the Medical 

Officer, usually in their cabins. The 

ship’s crew also had access to the 

Medical Officer. 

 

Beer and cigarettes were freely 

available to patients, smoking and 

bottled beer in bed before lights out 

was permitted. 

  

Prior to shore leave where permitted 

there would be Medical Officer’s 

lectures about the consequences of 

sexual diseases with horrific 

illustrations of syphilis. Protection 

packs would be issued to anyone 

going ashore except at Malta where 

contraception was illegal. 

 

The  packs consisted of a leaflet 

warning of the dangers of going with 

prostitutes, a thick MOD condom, a 

tube of pre union ointment that was 

reputed to sting like hell and had the 

effect of “killing” any urges.  On 

returning to the ship if the protection kit 

was not returned unopened a daily FFI 

was ordered. 

Another warning was about buying 

rubbish souvenirs at inflated prices 

and the practice of buying “dirty” post 

cards (which most did) from small 

trading boats that would come 

alongside. A ten shilling note would be 

lowered on a bandage in exchange for 

the mind boggling black and white 

photographs. On return voyages these 

would usually be thrown into 

Southampton Water. The penalties for 

getting caught with them by customs 

was severe. 

 

The ships shop served as a “bureau 

de change” but with the pound Stirling 

been universally accepted, currency 

was never a problem. It was common 

to be approached on the streets by 

unsavoury looking characters offering 

to buy pounds (£) for worthless loc 

 

On homeward bound sailings the 

atmosphere on board ship was 

completely different with tours of duty 

completed and national service men 

going “home” for discharge but the 

RAMC staff had little chance to relax. 

 

The isolation ward would often be full 

sometimes with Gurkhas being sent to 

the UK for treatment of tuberculosis.  

The general ward would have patients 

returning to the UK for convalescence 

or specialist treatment often at Netley.  

But with troops now acclimatised there 

were no sunburn cases to contend 

with. While I was on the Dunera the 

padded cell was never used. 

 

 

A problem not uncommon for the 

QARANC were gynaecological 

complications often brought on by 

rough weather with wives who had not 

declared they were pregnant for fear of 

delaying their return home. 

 

The ships last homeward port of call 

was always Gibraltar where cigarettes 

and spirits were incredibly cheap, the 

further up the main street the cheaper 

the goods. A posse of customs officers 

would board the ship at Gibraltar and 

travel on board to Southampton. 



 

They knew every possible hiding place 

and literally thousands of cigarettes 

bought in Gibraltar would be 

confiscated, I often wondered what 

happened to these, I bet the customs 

officers never bought a fag in their life.    

 

Royal Naval Ships and other 

troopships passed on sailings always 

inspired lots of waving and cheering, 

out-ward bound troopships were 

subjected to lots of cheering and 

unprintable shouts of encouragement 

such as “You poor bas***** and the 

National Service man's favourite words 

“Get some in”!. It was amazing how far 

sound travels across water.  

 

On docking the first to disembark were 

always the stretcher patients to the 

waiting ambulances for transfer to 

Netley or the Cambridge Military 

Hospital in Aldershot. Under patients 

blankets would be cigarettes with 

cameras and watches tucked close to 

a patients “nether regions”. On 

reflection I think customs turned a 

blind eye to this practice. I still have 

thanks to hiding under a pair of 

unknown testicles a very expensive 

Agfa Isolette camera bought in Aden 

for £3. 

 

Two weeks leave before catching the 

Pines Express back to Southampton 

and Netley. Would the next sailing be 

the dream posting on a ship bound for 

Christmas Island calling at Australia? 

 

 

 

 

 

MY TIME IN THE ARMY 

(CONTINUED) 
 

John Silkstone’s story continues 

and, I am sorry to say the last 

chapters of John’s contribution  

 

‘THIS IS A SERGEANTS’ MESS, NOT 

A SWEET SHOP!’ 

 

A few months later the RSM received 

his commission and a new RSM was 

appointed. He ordered a mess 

meeting, and informed us that this was 

a sergeants’ mess and not a sweet 

shop, and that all the sweets would be 

removed from behind the bar.  

The mess fell quite. I stood up and 

introduced myself, and stated that the 

sweets behind the bar were for the 

children of mess members that visited 

the mess over the weekend. He 

retorted by saying, "This is an infantry 

establishment and I would not expect 

anything else than such a statement 

from such a lowly person as a corps 

man."  

All the sweets were removed from the 

bar. From that day onwards, whenever 

I entered into the bar area of the mess, 

I would call out, “The milky bars are on 

me!” Everyone would laugh and joke 

about it - unless the RSM was present, 

and then no one would say a word. 

A few weeks later, a mess dinner was 

coming to a close when the RSM 

sounded his gavel and, standing up, 

said, “Gentlemen, the milky bars are 

on Sergeant Silkstone.”  The doors to 

the kitchen area opened, and the 

waitresses entered and delivered a 

hundred and fifty milky bars to the 

members. The place was in uproar 

with laughter. 



Downstairs at the bar, the lads talked 

about the RSM getting one over on 

me. “Not really,” I said, “he’s now 

come down to my level.  

 

The following Monday, sweets arrived 

back in the mess. 

 

SUMMER BALL 1979 

 

 
Jan and I at the Summer Ball 

 

The Summer Ball was to take place in 

a large marquee on the sports field 

next to the Mess. Like all other mess 

functions, non-infantry personnel 

where seated at the bottom end of the 

tables, away from the main table and 

guest of honour.  

 

That Saturday, the skies opened and 

the main entrance to the marquee was 

flooded; the guest of honour, Sir Henry 

Frederick Thynne, the 6th Marquess of 

Bath, now had to enter the marquee at 

the bottom end, via the sergeants’ 

mess. 

 

The RSM led the way, followed by Sir 

Henry and his wife Lady Virginia. The 

first table they had to pass was ours. 

The RSM carried on walking forward, 

but Sir Henry stopped and, turning to 

me, said, “Hello John, is this your 

wife?” I answered that it was, to which 

he replied, “Bring your family down for 

tea tomorrow.” By now the RSM had 

turned around and was amazed to see 

his guest of honour talking to me on 

first name terms. What he didn’t know 

was that Sir Henry was a very down-

to-earth man who didn’t mind getting 

his hands dirty from time to time, and 

was also a very friendly man. After that 

night I couldn’t do anything wrong in 

the RSM’s eyes. 

 

COME AND COLLECT A NEW ONE 

 

One of my many duties was to perform 

hygiene inspections of the camp 

kitchens. After doing an inspection of 

the other ranks’ dining room, I wrote 

off about five hundred different types 

of crockery and glass items as being 

unfit for use, as they were cracked or 

chipped.  The following day, the 

Quarter Master telephoned me to say 

he couldn’t write that many plates off, 

as there was a limit on the number of 

items he could reject in any one 

month. I told him not to worry about it 

as I would write the crockery off. To 

this he replied that he was the only 

one who could write off military 

equipment.  I put the phone down and 

submitted an AFI 1229 and AFI 1230 

for the broken items. Two days later 

the items turned up at the 

Quartermaster’s stores. The Major 

telephoned me and asked how I did it, 

as even he couldn’t get items replaced 

in that short period of time. I informed 

him that when it came to hygiene 



matters, for once, it was I who was all-

powerful. “Can you write off some 

crockery for the Officers’ Mess?” He 

asked. “Yes,” said I, “however, you will 

still have to pay for the items, but I can 

reduce the cost by half.” “Good,” He 

said. “That will do fine. Can you come 

to the officers’ mess now?”  “I’d like to 

sir, but my combat uniform is looking a 

bit weathered and worn and it’s 

raining.” 

“Don’t bother about that,” he said, 

“come up to my office now and collect 

a new combat suit and anything else 

you need.”  

 

MAIL DELIVERED BY HAND 

 

I had to give the kitchen four weeks 

written notice of a hygiene inspection. 

To me, this was a waste of time, for I 

knew that when I did my inspection the 

place would be clean and tidy. To get 

round this, I would deliver the letter by 

hand and see a working kitchen as it 

really was, not how it would be on the 

day of the inspection. 

 

The Catering Sergeant wouldn’t be 

happy at my arrival, but I would assure 

him that this was not the inspection, 

and that the inspection would be in 

four weeks’ time. But he knew, that I 

knew, what the kitchen was really like. 

The kitchens were never dirty, but they 

did get a bit untidy, what with men 

working in them all day and cooking for 

hundreds of people.  

  

It was also at this time that I would ask 

if there was any chance of extra tea 

and coffee for the patients at the MRS. 

This was always given. 

 

HELLO! HELLO! HELLO! 

 

Derek Thomson, a REME electrician, 

would always leave his bicycle parked 

across the main entrance to the mess. 

One night someone placed his bike on 

top of the entrance canopy. He left the 

mess to return ranting and raving that 

his bicycle was stolen and that he 

would call in the police if it was not 

returned. He also stated that he’d sue 

the person responsible when he found 

them. 

 

The following lunchtime his bike was 

still on the canopy, and he was still 

ranting and raving. That afternoon I 

handed him a telephone number and 

told him that it was a firm of solicitors 

in Devizes named, A. Low, A. Low and 

A. Low, and that they might help him. 

He went to phone them, and came 

back calling me all the names under 

the sun. The number I had given him 

was for the Wiltshire Police 

Headquarters, and when he asked if 

that was A. low, A. Low and A. Low the 

constable on the other end said, “I’ll 

give you bloody hello, hello, hello,” and 

then  gave him a mouth full about 

wasting police time.  

 

TALKING NINETY TO THE DOZEN 

 

I was request to be on medical duty for 

an arms display being given to twenty-

five Russian officers. The display area 

was set up on Salisbury Plain, and the 

Russian officers and UK officers were 

seated on a wooden stand. I was 

parked at one side with the white 

ambulance.  

 



The display started with the Milan anti-

tank missile destroying some old 

tanks. The second part of the display 

was the anti-tank pipe bomb, which, in 

effect, was a bomb that was pushed 

along the ground with a set of rods, 

much akin to a chimney sweeps brush. 

It was then announced over the 

Tannoy that there was to be an aerial 

display by two jet fighters. I could hear 

the jets’ engines starting up and I 

looked skywards, as did everyone 

else. It was with utter amazement that 

I pinpointed the noise, and moved my 

eyes to a small coppice about half a 

kilometre away. At that moment, two 

jet fighters rose into the air like 

helicopters.  They hovered for a 

second or two, moved forwards, 

backwards and then upwards, and 

eventually flew out of sight. 

By now the Russians were talking 

ninety to the dozen. The voice on the 

Tannoy informed us that the planes, 

one white and the other red, would do 

battle, and that they would come into 

view from our left. We all looked to our 

left, and the white plane came into 

sight, chased by the red one.  

When the white one got level with the 

stand, it reduced its speed from about 

700mph to about 250mph, thus 

causing the red one to overshoot it. 

The White one then took off after the 

red one.  At the end of the display both 

jets came to the front of the stand and 

started to manoeuvre about like 

helicopters. They moved from side to 

side, up and down, and ended by 

bowing to the audience before 

departing.  

 

It was the first time I’d seen the Harrier 

Jump Jet, and I must admit it was an 

utterly amazing sight.  

 

The Russians were still talking among 

themselves.    

 

I’LL GET HIM AT ONCE SIR 

 

I was on duty in the MRS when the 

telephone rang. It was the RSM, and 

he inquired whether Sergeant Dave 

Harrod was there. I replied, “Yes Sir, 

I’ll get him at once.”  

 

Dave was in the office with me, having 

a coffee. I stood up and, holding the 

telephone down towards my feet, I 

started to run on the spot. I reduced 

the thumping of my feet on the floor 

and slowly moved the telephone away 

from them, holding it above my head. I 

then started to bring the telephone 

down again, and increased the sound 

of my feet. All this time Dave sat 

looking at me as if I’d gone mad.  

I then started to gasp into the 

telephone as if I’d been running and 

said, “He’ll be here in a moment sir; he 

was at the other end of the building.”  

The RSM said, “There was no reason 

to run and get him Sergeant Silkstone, 

I only wanted to talk about a games 

night between his Mess and ours.”  

I handed the telephone to Dave and 

mouthed, “The RSM wants to talk to 

you.”  

 

PAR 15, THE LONGEST GOLFING 

FAIRWAY 

 

My children being grown up, at 

Christmas time I would do the medical 

cover with Andy Gormanly, who was 



unmarried at the time. I would do the 

Christmas Eve duty so Andy could go 

out with his friends, and he would work 

Christmas Day. We would both do a 

twenty-four hour sleeping duty, as the 

camp was quiet.   

 

At 08:30 hours on Christmas Day, 

myself and three other mess members 

where teeing off at the West Wiltshire 

Golf Course.  We had the course to 

ourselves, and so we played a slightly 

different game. We would tee off 

heading for the 13th green, which was 

at the other side of the course; we 

reckoned the distance to be about 

eighteen hundred yards and so we 

classed it as a par 15. We played over 

trees, rough grass and other fairways 

to get there. We also played to a 

handicap system of our own making: 

the winners of each hole received a tot 

of spirits from the losers. This worked 

out well, for if one pair was winning too 

many holes they would get slightly 

inebriated, and this would impair their 

judgment and give the other pair a 

chance to win some holes back. A 

good morning was had by all, and we 

would get a taxi back to the mess 

about 13:00 hours for an afternoon 

sleep. 

 

THE BUCK STOPS HERE 

 

One day the Orderly Sergeant 

telephoned to inform me that I was on 

CO report, and that I had to report to 

the RSM office at 08:55 hours.  

The following morning I was marched 

into the CO office, and was told that 

one of my junior NCOs, L/Cpl Andy 

Mace, had been insolent to a retired 

Colonel. I was asked what I had to say 

about the matter. I stated that this was 

the first I’d heard about the incident 

and that I would look into it. I also 

stated that I’d been working in the 

MRS for the last two and half years, 

and this was the first time I’d been 

called to the office; I asked why I’d 

never been called to the office to say 

that I’d been doing a good job. The CO 

replied, "Point taken Sergeant; 

however, please sort this matter out.” 

I returned to the MRS and spoke to 

Andy about the matter. It appeared this 

retired Colonel had come into the MRS 

and demanded to see the doctor. L/Cpl 

Mace informed him that the doctor was 

busy with a patient and that she 

wouldn’t be available for about fifteen 

to thirty minutes. The Colonel couldn’t 

wait, and so reported L/Cpl mace for 

insubordination. 

 

After sick parade I informed Captain 

Dent RAMC about the morning’s 

events, so that if it was mentioned in 

the Officers Mess she would have 

some idea about what they were 

talking about.      

 

HAND OVER 

 

In May 1981 I handed over the MRS to 

another sergeant, and I am sorry to 

say that I can’t remember his name.   

 

ALWAYS APPEAR BUSY 

 

Once the MRS was handed over I had 

nothing to do, and so I would walk 

around camp with millboard in hand. 

Every now and then I would stop and 

place a tick on a piece of paper. 

In the mess one lunchtime, the RSM 

asked what I was doing walking round 



camp with millboard. I informed him 

that I was counting all the horse 

chestnut trees on the camp. He shook 

his head and walked away.    

 

RETIREMENT 

 

My army service came to an end on 

the 1st June 1981. As I left the School 

of Infantry, Captain Dent informed me 

that she too was moving.   

It saddened me to hear, on the 

Television News in late May 1982, that 

Cathy’s husband, Captain Chris Dent, 

had been killed in action at Goose 

Green in the Falklands. He was 2 I/C 

of A Company Para's at the time.  

 

CIVILIAN LIFE 

 

Moving into civilian life left a large gap 

in my life. I missed the comradeship 

and social life of the Army, but soon 

settled down into a life of ‘dog eat dog’ 

and ‘stab someone else in the back 

before they do it you’.  Though no 

longer in the army, I still keep in touch 

with old friends via the internet on the 

following websites: 

 

I would like to thank Trevor Chapman 

for his help with the digital 

photography. 

 

http://groups.msn.com/ 

RAMCREUNITEDBLACKPOOLFEB20

04 

 

http://www.militaryimages.net: 

 

Though I’ve finished the book, old 

anecdotes still keep coming to mind. 

Something someone says will trigger 

off other memories, but there comes a 

time when one has to put the pen 

down. 

 

I hope you have enjoyed the read and 

that, if you were there at the time, it 

brought back some good memories for 

you.  

 

To you younger ones that came into 

the RAMC at a later date: you have 

probably read something about one of 

your old instructors, and will now 

realise that he wasn’t such a miserable 

old so and so after all.  

 

Life is short, live it while you can. 

 

All the best. 

 

Silky.  

 

John, I would like to take this 

opportunity on behalf of the 

members of RAMC Reunited to 

thank you for this great read.   

 

THE CRIMEAN MONUMENT AT 

NETLEY 

 

 
Introduction 

http://groups.msn.com/%20RAMCREUNITEDBLACKPOOLFEB2004
http://groups.msn.com/%20RAMCREUNITEDBLACKPOOLFEB2004
http://groups.msn.com/%20RAMCREUNITEDBLACKPOOLFEB2004
http://www.militaryimages.net/


 

The fact that more deaths during the 

Crimean War were attributed to 

disease than enemy action is well 

documented in many of the published 

works on the Crimean war. Equally 

well documented is the fact that 

military commanders and the public 

initially tried to unfairly lay the blame 

entirely at the feet of the Army Medical 

Department. The department worked 

diligently to reduce the sickness that 

ravaged the army in the East and 

many of its members paid the ultimate 

price. 

 

It was decided that the Army Medical 

Department wanted a monument to 

their comrades who died in the Crimea 

and Netley was chosen as the site, 

being the main military hospital in the 

country. An account of the monument 

was originally published in the Army 

Medical Department report of 1863 

(published in 1864).  This is 

reproduced below.  

 

The Monument 

 

 On 1 August 1864, his Royal 

Highness the Prince of Wales laid at 

Netley the foundation stone of a 

monument to the memory of the 

officers of the Army Medical 

Department who died while serving 

with the army of the East, during the 

Crimean War. The monument which 

was designed by, and erected under 

the superintendents of T Hayter Lewis, 

Esq Professor of Architecture in 

University College, is about 60 feet 

high and as the general character of a 

monumental cross of the early part of 

the 13th century. The main portion of it 

is built of Portland stone but the 

columns and small shafts of 

Derbyshire marble. The inscriptions 

and much of the ornamental work are 

incised in slabs of fine stone, and filled 

in with hard black cement. 

 

The monument stands on a solid 

octagonal pedestal, above which is a 

canopied arcade of eight arches, 

under the protections of which are the 

inscriptions. Above this arcade the 

monument rises up by two stages to 

an ornamental cross at the summit. 

 

The upper of the two stages has four 

canopied arches, containing allegorical 

figures of England, Scotland, Wales 

and Ireland. 

 

The whole of the works was executed 

by Messrs. Myers and Sons. 

The names of the officers to whose 

memory the monument has been 

erected, are recorded on seven of the 

panels and on the eighth is the 

following description:  

 

‘In memory of those officers of the 

army medical Department who died 

while serving with the army in the East, 

during the war with Russia, in 1854, 

1855, and 1856. This monument has 

been erected by their brother officers 

and friends’. 

 

The ground for the site was kindly 

granted by Lord de Grey, the 

Secretary of State for War, and 

prepared for the foundations under the 

superintendent of Major Ravenhill R.E. 

The monument is now being 

completed and total expenses incurred 

have amounted to £8921. 



 

The following are the names inscribed 

on the monument 

 

Deputy Inspector General 

T Spence MD                                                  

A McGrigor MD 

 

Staff Surgeons First Class 

J Mitchell MD                                                  

Chilley Pine 

G K Pitcairn MD                                              

N O’Connor MD 

J Marshall 

 

Surgeons 

FC Huthwaite, Grenadier Guards                  

D Anderson MD, Staff 

E LeBlanc, 9th Regiment                                

P Mackey MD, Staff 

W Simpson MD, 17th Regiment                     

J Newton, Staff 

WA Anderson, 41st Regiment                        

J A Wishart MD, Staff 

C Macartney MB, 77th Regiment                   

M A Jane, Staff 

F Smith, 95th Regiment                                  

C B Bassano, Staff 

W Browne, 95th Regiment 

 

Assistant Surgeons 

M C Ancell, 11th Hussars                                

J J Norris, 55th Regiment 

J P Langham, 7th Regiment                            

J F O’Leary, 68th Regiment 

E S Wason, 13th Regiment                             

J Grabham, 71st Regiment 

W Renwick, 14th Regiment                             

J H Gilborne, 71st Regiment 

E A Jenkin, 23rd Regiment                              

F Y Shegog MD, 88th Regiment 

J Lamont MD, 41st Regiment                          

J A Shorrock, Rifle Brigade 

J Thomson MD, 44th Regiment                       

A R Reid MD, Staff 

H Beckwith, 49th Regiment                              

E P Boyle, Staff 

P G Martel, 50th Regiment                               

F A Macartney, Staff 

 

Acting Assistant Surgeons 

H Ludlow                                                          

T O Mitchell 

A Struthers MD                                                  

J Mayne 

R T Simons                                                        

H W Wood 

J H White                                                           

J Longmore 

F Graham 

 

Principal Apothecary 

G H Reade 

 

 

Dispensers of Medicines 

J M Beveridge                                                    

J H Whitwell 

 

Hospital Dressers 

H Harrison                                                          

T Fell 

 

Civil Surgeons 

R J McKenzie MD, FRCS Ed                              

E J Complin MRCS Eng 

 

Civil Dispenser 

J H Edmonds 

 

Not included on the monument are 

those members of the department who 

were invalided home and subsequently 

died. 

 

Demolition of the Monument 

 



The monument did not stand up to the 

ravages of time and being situated 

close to the banks of Southampton 

Water the salt water no doubt 

hastened its decay. 

 

At a works meeting held at the Royal 

Victoria Hospital on Tuesday 7th June 

1966 the dangerous state of the 

memorial was raised by the 

Commanding Officer of the hospital, 

Col Murphy who asked for financial 

cover for the renovation of the 

Memorial. At the same meeting it was 

agreed to put a temporary fence 

around the monument.  Enquiries were 

made to ascertain if the monument 

was classed as an ancient monument 

but it subsequently transpired it was 

not.  

 

Major FJ Pitt of the hospital staff wrote 

to Headquarters Hants sub district on 

14 July 1966 officially requesting that 

finances for the restoration be 

investigated. Now things lay dormant 

until August 1968 when the then 

Commanding Officer, Col R G Davies 

wrote to the area office of the Ministry 

of Public Buildings and Works (MPBW) 

resurrecting the matter again and 

informing the addressee that the 

memorial was in an extremely 

dangerous state and surrounding 

fence useless and asking that priority 

be given to the restoration of the 

monument.  

 

On 29 October 1968 MPBW estimated 

the cost of repair between £3000 and 

£5000. In the same letter it was 

suggested that consideration should 

also be given to demolishing the 

memorial and preserving the name 

panels for placement in the chapel at 

Netley. This would cost an estimated 

£1000.  

 

On 10 February 1969 Headquarters 

Southern District wrote asking for the 

matter of the memorial to be looked at 

including the possibility of moving the 

complete memorial to Aldershot and 

also having it taken on the books of 

MPBW for maintenance in the future.  

 

In May of that year the Council of 

Colonels Commandant Royal Army 

Medical Corps (RAMC) took an 

interest and suggested that both the 

Crimean Memorial and the South 

African Memorial should be moved into 

Keogh Barracks at Mytchett. 

Headquarters Southern Command 

was instructed by the Director of 

Quartering (Army) in a letter dated 11 

June 1969 to consider the ways and 

means of achieving the transfer of both 

memorials.  Headquarters South East 

District replied on the 2nd July 1969 

that both memorials were not on 

MPBW charge and as such were 

owned by the RAMC and as such the 

RAMC should finance their removal or 

repair. The cost of moving the Crimean 

memorial was estimated at £25,000.  

 

Lieutenant Colonel I C S Munro then 

wrote to Headquarters Southern 

Command on 15 December 1969 

again reminding them that the matter 

of responsibility for repairs had still not 

been resolved and that if the decision 

was delayed much longer the matter 

would be academic as the memorial 

would collapse.   

Over ensuing years correspondence 

went back and forth between the 



Ministry of Defence, Netley and 

various headquarters, with very little 

progress, until on 19 May 1972 MOD 

wrote to various addresses stating that 

the City of Portsmouth did not want to 

acquire the memorial and that it should 

be demolished.  The Director General 

of the Army Medical Services 

(DGAMS) agreed with this proposal on 

17 May 1972.  It would be several 

months before the monument was 

demolished, on 30 January 1973 and 

the dedication panel was the only 

piece retained. The demolition was 

recorded in the Southern Evening 

Echo of 30 January 1973. 

It was expected to find a glass bottle 

under the base containing documents 

inserted in it during the dedication in 

1864 but all that was found in the 

bottle was mud but a metal identity 

disc was also found. 

 

So the splendid monument that once 

stood in remembrance of those brave 

medical personnel who died during the 

Crimean campaign over 100 years 

before finally disappeared and the sole 

remaining panel was transported to 

Keogh Barracks where it was installed 

in the headquarters building. 

When the Defence Medical Services 

Training vacated Keogh Barracks in 

2014 the then Director of the Army 

Medical Services Museum, Pete 

Starling, had the panel removed from 

the headquarters building and installed 

in the museum. 

 

Note: Documents referred to in 

footnotes 2 to11 can be found in 

RAMC/801/7/5 held in the archives of 

the AMS Museum. 

 

Submitted by Pete Starling – thank 

you Pete for this article and 

enlightening us all on the Crimean 

Monument at Netley. 

 

SHEFFIELD REMEMBERS 

WW1 HERO – MAJOR 

WILLIAM BARNSLEY ALLEN 

VC, DSO, MC & BAR 

 

 
Major William Barnsley Allen VC, 

DSO, MC & Bar 

Sheffield remembered one of its 

bravest sons, whose four acts of 

heroism during World War One saved 

hundreds of lives on the battlefield.  

The city laid on a special ceremony to 

officially unveil a commemorative 

paving stone in recognition of the 

Victoria Cross awarded to Major 

William Barnsley Allen 100 years ago. 

 

 
Lowering of the RBL Standard 



 
Members of D Detachment 

(Sheffield), 212 Field Hospital 

folding the flag following the 

unveiling ceremony 

 

Memorial Paving Stone for Major 

William Barnsley Allen VC, DSO, MC 

& Bar 

In the pouring rain on Saturday 3rd 

September 2016, members of the 

armed forces, past and present 

attended the ceremony alongside the 

Lord Mayor Denise Fox. Major Allen’s 

grandson Tim Faulkner, 73, of north-

west London said he was ‘overawed’ 

by the people of Sheffield turning out 

to recognise his Victoria Cross winning 

grandfather despite the elements. “I 

was stood thinking to myself, this is 

true Yorkshire spirit,” he said. “I was 

taken a back; I couldn’t believe the 

amount of people that turned out. I 

thought it would just be the family and 

a few people.  “The whole thing was 

fantastic, the members of the armed 

forces and the great people of 

Sheffield coming out and standing in 

the awful weather - it made me a bit 

emotional just to see it all. “The overall 

effort made by the council to celebrate 

my grandfather, it left me gob 

smacked.” 

William was born in Sheffield on June 

8, 1892 at Botanical Road in Ecclesall, 

the son of a commercial traveller. After 

graduating from Sheffield University, 

William joined the Royal Hospital as an 

assistant house physician but, within 

weeks, he had enlisted with the Third 

West Riding Field Ambulance in 1914. 

Four days after the outbreak of war. 

He was soon in France with the Royal 

Army Medical Corps. On September 3, 

1916, near Mesnil, France, when gun 

detachments were unloading high 

explosive ammunition, the enemy 

suddenly began to shell their position. 

The first shell killed many. William ran 

across under heavy shell fire and 

started attending to the wounded. He 

was hit four times by pieces of shell, 

but went on with his work until the last 

man had been attended to. 

He then went to tend a wounded 

officer and only then reported his own 

injuries. For this action, he was 

awarded the VC. In September 1916 

Allen, by then promoted to Major, was 



awarded the Military Cross for similar 

acts of heroism. He died in 1933. 

 

Major Nigel Bullock, Officer 

Commanding D Detachment 

(Sheffield), 212 Field Hospital, read 

the citation 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

The Order of Service for the 

Commemorative Paving Stone 

Ceremony is appended to this 

newsletter 

 

ONE MAN, HIS DOG AND 7,000 

MILE LITTER SWEEP 

 

This is an update on Wayne Dixon’s 

journey around the British coastline.  

The information and photographs I 

have extracted from his FB Page in 

date order. 

 
Wayne and Koda 

 
A sign posted on Wayne’s FB Page 

by one of his many supporters. 

 

September 1 at 10:09am   

On the 1st of September 2016 at 

approximately 1000 hours Koda and I 

arrived in Tarbert in Argyll and Bute.   

Tarbert is a name from Gaelic for a 

small neck of land joining two larger 

pieces; an isthmus, at which Tarbert 

lies. 

 

 

 

 
 



A fortified structure was built in Tarbert 

during the 13th century. It was 

reinforced with the addition of an outer 

bailey and towers in the 1320s by 

Robert the Bruce, to protect it against 

the Lords of the Isles. A tower house 

was added in the 16th century, which 

is the most noticeable part of the 

remains. The castle occupies high land 

above Loch Fyne, providing views up 

East Loch Tarbert and beyond to the 

Firth of Clyde. This castle was 

captured from John MacDonald by 

James IV of Scotland as part of his 

campaign to destroy the power of the 

Lords of the Isles. In 1685 the castle 

was involved in another skirmish when 

Walter Campbell of Skipness Castle 

seized it as a stronghold for the Clan 

Campbell. 

 

 
Tarbert Castle - A fortified structure 

was built in Tarbert during the 13th 

century 

 

There are only a couple of standing 

walls left and they are considered 

unstable. The castle is on top of a hill 

in Tarbert overlooking the bay. The 

castle has a very commanding view of 

the water approaches 

 

 
Overlooking Tarbert Harbour 

 

 

 
Picking up litter in Tarbert 

 

September 2 at 9:07am 

I am doing a talk at Carradale Primary 

School on the morning of 5th 

September at 09.30 hours. Let's hope 

it's the first of many. Have already 

done 10 primary schools in Galloway 

and I’m hoping I can do them all over 

the country, so if anyone can help me 

with this, it will be much appreciated. 

Let's get our kids to create a cleaner, 



safer and better future. Thank you 

Scotland. 

 

September 2 at 3:19pm  

We are now leaving Tarbert, mid-

afternoon on 2nd September and are 

on our way to Skipness.  A very big 

thank you to Isabella the owner of the 

Cuillins B&B in Tarbert.  Such a lovely 

lady and she made us very welcome.  

She runs a lovely B&B which is dog 

friendly. We've rested well and been 

well fed here, it's hard to leave. Thank 

you so much Isabella. 

 

 
Isabella lady who runs Cuillins B & 

B Tarbert 

 

September 3 at 12:12pm 

Walked part of the Kinytre Way 

yesterday. Tarbert to Skipness 8 miles, 

a lovely walk through forest & 

moorland. Just arrived in Skipness it's 

great to be next to the sea again. 

Lovely views of Arran. Litter, not much, 

just a few pieces of black plastic hay 

covers. 

 

September 3 at 12:33pm  

Breakfast at Skipness, I’ve had a 

lovely welcome from the locals. A cup 

of coffee and overlooking Arran, lovely. 

 

 

September 3 at 2:06pm  

Just cleaned Skipness beach.  Leaving 

now along the coast road to Carradale. 

 

 
 

 
Clearing up Skipness Beach 

 

September 3 at 3:37pm  

Lochranza is the most northerly sited 

of Arran's villages and is located in the 

north-western corner of the island. The 

village is set on the shore of Loch 

Ranza, a small sea loch. Ferries run 

from here to Claonaig on the mainland.  



The village is flanked to the northeast 

by the landmark hill Torr Meadhonach.    

Just starting to rain, these wooden 

sculptures come in handy, perfect for 

my Army poncho. Resting up for a wee 

while. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

September 4 at 7:25pm  

Skipness to Carradale is 14 miles by 

road and track.  A very clean road - 

collected 1 bag of rubbish.  Beautiful 

views here. 

 

Pictures Skipness to Carradale 

journey 

 



 
 

 
 

September 5 at 1:11pm 

Last night camped at Carradale. I did a 

talk at Carradale Primary School.  I will 

be heading off to Campbeltown now.  

On the radio in Campbeltown 

tomorrow set for 5:00pm 

 

September 6 at 8:21pm 

Carradale to Campbeltown is a 

distance of 14 miles.  Coast road 

collected 5 bags of rubbish. What 

Fantastic views around here. Phone 

died so I couldn't get any pics. 

 

September 7 at 5:43pm  

Beach clean today at Trench Point, 

Campbeltown with school children 

from Castle Hill School. The children 

liked it and got well stuck in and 

collected a load of rubbish from the 

beach. Well done folks.  We really 

enjoyed it and we did a very important 

thing today. 

 

Pictures taken at Beach Clean 

Trench Point 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

September 8 at 10:51am  

It's pouring down here in Campbeltown 

so here's Koda wearing his waterproof 

onesie for the first time. My mum made 

it for him. It suits you sir. 

 

 
Koda in his Onesie 

 

September 8 at 7:13pm  

A very big thank you to Catherine 

Wilson the Campbeltown Zero Waste 

Coordinator.  Catherine made contact 

with me 6 months ago and has 

arranged accommodation, beach 

cleans, radio and newspaper 

interviews and a very warm welcome 

for me in Campbeltown. Thank you 

Catherine.  

  



September 8 at 7:15pm  

A big thank-you to Castle Hill Primary 

School, Campbeltown for the beach 

clean and inviting me on to do VA talk 

and a big thank you to Campbeltown 

Link club for today's invite. 

 

 
 

September 9 at 2:20pm - Sue Briggs 

to Southend, Mull of Kintyre, Argyll 

Folks this gentleman Wayne Dixon is 

heading your way from Campbeltown 

tomorrow - picking litter and raising 

money for charity as he walks the 

entire UK coastline. With his dog 

Koda! I got involved when he hit 

Scotland - determined that his 

experience of the Scottish leg of his 

journey would be as amazing as the 

task he has set himself. He gives talks 

and leads litter picks. And Koda looks 

good 😊 any support appreciated - 

place to camp, a phone charge, a 

Tunnocks Teacake. Thank you all. 

 

September 10 at 9:12am  

I have had a lovely 4 day stay at the 

Delicious Hotel in Campbeltown. A 

GREAT Hotel with a lively and very 

cheery owner who made me feel very 

welcome and the Hotel is Doggy 

friendly too. Kids had a great time too. 

I'm moving on at 12:00pm today to 

head down to Southend and hopefully 

get some shelter.  Beg go I read the 

storm tomorrow. I have had a great 

time in Campbeltown. Lovely people, 

lots of history, though I do feel more 

attention is needed on the street and 

beach litter. Outside Tesco's is quite 

bad. Regular beach cleans are 

needed. Anyone who wants to get 

involved with beach cleans, etc. 

Please contact Catherine Wilson at the 

Zero waste shop on the main street. 

Thank-you Folks. Wayne & Koda.   

 

 
Wayne and Koda outside the Zero 

Waste Heroes Shop 

 

September 10 at 12:58pm   

Dear All, Today is World Suicide 

Prevention Day the Mental Health 

Charity (MIND) that I am raising 

money for funds and supports 

agencies and support services for 

people and their families that are 

affected with this issue .It is an issue 

that's close to my heart due to knowing 

a lot of people who have taken their 

own lives. Please be aware of the 

charity mind & please give to the 

charity as much as you can.*Suicide is 



a consequence of mental health and it 

is something that is effecting more 

people in this day and age. The more 

money that MIND can raise, the more 

people they can support in times of 

Crisis. 

PS. winter is creeping in and this can 

be a difficult time for us all. I just want 

to stay to all my FB friends, if at any 

time you're feeling low or depressed 

please message me, I’ll be here with a 

listening ear & Koda will be here too to 

give you a big lick. Be strong folks. 

Wayne & Koda. 

 

 
 

September 10 at 3:01pm 

Goodbye Campbeltown and thank you 

so much for a lovely warm welcome 

and stay.  All the best from Wayne & 

Koda.  PS keep up the beach cleans. 

 

September 11 at 3:05pm   

Campbeltown to Southend is 122 

miles in distance.  1 bag of rubbish 

collected on route. There was half a 

bag of litter 2 miles out of 

Campbeltown. Rest of the road was 

very clean. A few wet wipes on the 

side of the road. Did a beach clean at 

Southend beach.  It's beautiful here. 

 

 
Southend Beach 

 

September 12 at 5:37pm  

Held a talk today to the children at the 

primary school in Southend and did a 

beach clean with Sharon Baikie a 

Ranger for the Kintyre Way. Very 

windy and wild, but very enjoyable. 

 

    
Sharon Baikie a Ranger for the 

Kintyre Way 

 

 

 



September 12 at 5:40pm  

Thank you to the owners of the Argyll 

Arms Hotel at Southend for a warm 

welcome and raising money for 

charity. A lively atmosphere, great food 

and hospitality.  Doggy style friendly. 

 

 
 

PAPER ARTICLE 

Zero Waste Heroes South Kintyre 

Read all about Wayne and Koda's 

adventures in South Kintyre. 

 

EPIC WALKER WAYNE DIXON AND 

HIS DOG KODA REACH SOUTH 

KINTYRE 

 

September 13, 2016 

Here at Zero Waste Heroes, we have 

been watching Wayne Dixon‘s 

progress for a few months now.  

Wayne started his 7000 miles trip 

round the coast of Britain with his dog 

Koda on the first of February of this 

year, setting off from Knott-end-on-

Sea, Lancashire.  Originally his 

intention was to raise money for 2 

charities which are close to his heart:  

MIND which aims to help people 

through mental health difficulties and 

the Northern Inuit rescue society 

(Koda is a Northern Inuit).  You can 

donate to Wayne’s charities by clicking 

on their name in this post. 

Wayne was always concerned about 

the litter problem, but as he was  

training for his walk, it soon became 

clear to him that he had to do 

something about it.  So he decided to 

pick litter whilst on his travels.  But 

even that wasn’t enough for Wayne, as 

he soon realised that the places he 

had cleaned up would get littered 

again very quickly.  Awareness raising 

had to be part of the picture. 

Since reaching South Kintyre, Wayne 

has picked up many bags of rubbish, 

and spoken to even more people.  The 

rubbish is found mostly along roads, in 

particular on the way out of towns and 

villages.  The people, he reaches by 

giving talks in schools (so far he has 

spoken to the children of Carradale 

school, Castlehill and Southend), 

doing organised litter picks (have a 

look round Trench point and 

Notice how clean it is, thanks to 

Wayne and the P6 pupils of Castlehill 

school), speaking on the radio (thank 

you Argyll FM for welcoming Wayne 

and Koda not once, but twice.  You 

can hear a large extract of Wayne’s 

Trash Talk appearance here) and 

talking to local papers.  And of course, 

there are many casual encounters 

along the way.  Wayne is very 

approachable, and Koda very well 

behaved, and a great talking point.  

Many stop for a chat and some offer 

Wayne some form of help on his 

adventure: a coffee, a place to pitch 

his tent, a bed for the night, or help 

with picking litter.  Many more set off 



again on their way, inspired to look 

after their environment better. 

Sometimes it can seem overwhelming 

to try and clean up our beautiful corner 

of the earth, but if someone comes 

and does it, it seems much more 

feasible to keep it litter free.   Taking 

two years out to clean up the country 

is not for everyone, but we can all play 

a part in making our environment 

better.  Instead of walking past a piece 

of litter, it only takes a second to pick it 

up.  It is also everyone’s responsibility 

to report any fly tipping or ‘grott spots’ 

to the council. 

Next time you are at the beach with 

the children, why not make a game of 

it, and see how much litter you can 

collect in 5 minutes?  Zero Waste 

Heroes can lend you litter pickers and 

bag hoops, just call in to the shop any 

morning. 

The benefits of cleaning up are 

multiple.  As Wayne explains, it is 

good for our mental health to live in a 

clean environment.  It is also safer for 

our children, pets and wildlife.  And 

think how much more welcoming it is 

for visitors to the area.  They are much 

more likely to come back if we look 

after and care for the place.  And of 

course, littering is less likely to happen 

in a clean place. 

Thank you very much Wayne and 

Koda for getting us started on our 

journey to a clean South Kintyre! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 14 at 1:09pm - Heidi 

Marie Whittle-Pugh to Wayne Dixon  

 

You are mentioned in this article 

Wayne 

 

 
 

 

September 14 at 10:05pm  

I was at Mull of Kintyre yesterday.  We 

have all heard the song by Paul 

McCartney.  Well I tell you, it's a 



magical, wild rugged beautiful place 

with a lovely view of Ireland. My visit 

had a more poignant meaning 

yesterday due to a message from new 

facebook friend #TanisJepson . 

There is a memorial cairn here 

remembering 29 people, who were 

members of the police and military 

servicemen who lost their lives in a 

Chinook helicopter accident in 1994. 

One of those killed was 

Superintendent Foster, Tanis Jepson’s 

brother. Tanis has been following me 

for some time and sends me lovely 

comments that get me through. So this 

post is for you Tanis, in Memory of 

your brother. Thank you for making the 

visit to the Mull of Kintyre a memorable 

one. I hope this post is of some 

comfort for you.  Wayne & Koda. 

 

 
Wayne and Koda paying their 

respect to those who died in the 

Chinook Disaster 1994 

 

 

September 14 at 10:33pm 

Here's a very big thank-you to Andrew 

and Hillary for letting me stay in their 

lovely welcoming home. The bath 

really helped my back & neck and e 

food reminded me of home. I loved our 

conversation and thank you for me 

being able to talk freely about certain 

subjects.  It really helps and thank you 

Hillary for the trip to the Mull. That 

meant a lot to me. Wishing you all the 

best for the future.   All the best, 

Wayne & Koda. 

 

 
 

September 17 at 5:31pm  

This is the first time in Scotland that 

I've seen no litter signs at Lay byes 

and guess what; it's a very clean lay 

bye.  A lovely coast road walk, sea on 

the left, passing surfers, rock climbers 

and dog walkers but I have collected a 

full bag from West Port to 

Bellochantuy. 

 



 
First No Litter Sign I have seen 

since entering Scotland 

 

September 17 at 5:12pm 

The beach walk from Machrihanish to 

West Port is a fabulous  walk, a long 

dandy beach, popular with surfers, 

people fishing, dog walkers and beach 

cleaners. I was passing piles of 

plastics collected by someone then 10 

mins later I met the person 

responsible. Here's Sandy, he's been 

cleaning up this beach for about 6 

years, he puts it in piles and the 

recycling company come & pick it up. 

He says he’s doing it because it gives 

him something to do in his retirement. 

What a fella and what an example of 

human kind. Helping mother earth. I 

helped Sandy for about 45 mins and 

headed for West Port. Keep up the 

great work Sandy. 

 

 
Sandy – great man 

 

September 17 at 5:19pm 

Here's Ross McGregor a local surfer 

and member of “surfers against 

sewage”.  Ross and locals look after 

this beach with regular beach cleans 

Ross and I along with Jamie Christie 

spent a good hour cleaning up the 

path leading down to the beach.  

There were thousands of minute 

pieces of plastic. We did a grand job. 

Please support Ross and locals with 

keeping this beach clean. 

 
Ross, Wayne & Koda 



September 17 at 5:26pm 

And here is Jamie Christie, a surfer 

who is recovering from a spinal crush 

injury, here for the week, using this 

beautiful place to help his recovery 

(being next to the sea). The 

environment and the people he loves. 

Jamie made my stay most welcoming, 

taught me a few things about surfing 

and waves, also cooked up a good 

meal too thanks to the ration packs 

that Ross McGregor had given us. 

Also an introduction to Whiskey - 

ummm. Cheers Jamie, best of luck 

mate. 

 

 
Jamie Christie 

 

September 18 at 12:10am  

As I started my walk along the beach 

from Bellochantuy to Killegruer, I came 

across a large group of people stood 

around what looked like a bonfire with 

a Viking ship on top. It was a funeral 

pyre and family and friends fulfilling the 

wishes of Jimmy, Father, grandfather, 

uncle and friend to these people, a 

character and Viking at heart. His 

wishes were for his ashes to be put on 

a Viking boat and set on fire. I was 

welcomed to join them and fuelled with 

beef burgers, salmon beer and rum    

(Flaming heck, I still had 2 miles to 

walk to my destination. Anyone who 

knew my Dad knows that he was a 

Viking at heart. I'm carrying some of 

my Dad's ashes with me and he's 

being spread all over the country. I 

asked their permission and Dad joined 

Viking Jimmy on their voyage to the 

other side. Thank you so much to 

these people for accepting me in their 

fold and enjoying this emotional 

experience. 

 

 
Funeral Pyre with family and friends 

 

 
Funeral Pyre ablaze 



September 18 at 7:37pm   

We left the Viking send off just as it 

was going dark and off we went in to 

the distance across a mile and a half 

of Sandy beach to my destination 

which was a static caravan at 

Killegruer. The static belongs to Chris 

Annett.  We did a beach clean today 

along with Koda and Chris’s dog 

Buster. These beaches do need a bit 

more attention. Cheers Chris for letting 

me use your caravan. Feet up and 

feeling warm, listening to Radio 6 and, 

Koda making his presence known on 

the site. 

 

Pictures taken by Wayne of Chris 

Annett during the clean-up today: 

 

 
Koda searching the rubbish 

 

 
Chris bagging rubbish 

 
Koda, Chris and Buster 

 

 

 
Koda relaxing in the caravan site 

 

September 19 at 4:52pm  

  

Today's beach clean was at Killegruer, 

South Kintyre. 

 

Pictures taken following the clean-

up of beach at Killegruer. 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

September 20 at 12:47pm 

The following entry was placed on FB 

on 21st September 2016 by Michelle 

Newton and Wayne’s reply was as 

shown above which is shown below 

the picture. 

 
Litter collected on Stairhaven Beach 

by Glenluce Cubs 

 

Wayne’s reply:  

Wayne Dixon - Hi Michelle this is great 

news and quite slot collected too. We 

just need to keep them more regular. A 

big thank-you to all the cubs involved 

in cleaning up. Brilliant. Well done from 

Wayne & Koda. 

 

September 21 at 5:32pm 

Today's beach clean will be my last 

one on Killegruer beach. Two hours 

picking up the smallest pieces of 

plastic.  The beach is all clean and 

safe now. Just needs regular clean-

ups from dog walkers and people 

using the beach etc. 

 



Pictures taken following the clean 

up on Killegruer beach; 

 

 
Koda guarding the rubbish 

following beach clean 

 

 
Killegruer beach following the 

beach clean 

 

September 21 at 11:02am  

Doing a talk at Glenbar School today 

at 1pm then it's off on the road again. 

We've had a great 4 days’ rest. I would 

like to thank Chris Annett for giving us 

the use of the caravan.  

  

September 23 at 5:03pm 

We are camped at the Boathouse on 

the Isle of Gigha. We received a very 

warm welcome from Darrell Coe & his 

wife, owners of the Boathouse. Was 

fed like a lord yesterday. The 

Boathouse on the Isle of Gigha is a 

must go to restaurant. The food is 

fantastic and if you like fish, you’ll love 

it, it's raining at the moment so I may 

hang around for a day or so. Did a talk 

at Gigha Primary School this morning. 

There's only 160 people's living on the 

island. It's a lovely place. 

 

 

 
 

September 24 at 12:00am 

Spoke to Wayne on his mobile 

although he and Koda were walking in 

the rain it has not dampened or has he  

lost the eagerness in his quest to 

collect litter from around Britain’s 7,000 



mile coastline.  He enjoys as part of 

his quest, talking to children in the 

primary schools and the enthusiasm 

the children show when accompanying 

him on the beach clean ups.  Wayne 

did mention that the majority of rubbish 

on the beaches was brought in by the 

incoming tide.  However, it must have 

been disposed of as litter at some time 

in the cycle.  Whilst walking between 

locations Wayne finds that when 

travelling on the roads and footpaths 

the main content of rubbish is cans, 

plastic bottles (some filled with urine 

which are discarded by lorry drivers),  

take away cartons, empty paracetamol 

packets.  Tourists who camp in the lay 

byes by the beaches and fish are one 

of the main instigators of leaving their 

rubbish when they move on. When 

asked if he found anything of interest 

while doing the beach clean-ups, 

Wayne replied “I found a capsule with 

a message inside from a female surfer 

from South Africa. 

 

He informed me that he is becoming 

well known to the population within the 

locations he visits. He is getting radio 

and press cover and is being looked 

after by the locals.  A former member 

of the REME who runs the Boathouse 

on the Isle of Gigha has fed and 

looked after.  Wayne during his 

journey has had plenty of offers from 

the public and is very grateful for their 

kindness.   

 

The next part of Wayne’s journey will 

take him to Oban and, if there are any 

former members of the Corps in and 

around the Oban area and would like 

to meet up with Wayne and assist him; 

it would be very much appreciated. 

Wayne is contactable on his Mobile  

Phone 07861 708949.  If you would 

like to keep up to date with Wayne, 

and join him on any of his litter picking 

events, then please go to:  

 

https://www.facebook.com/wayne.dixo

n.7543          or  

email at dixonwayne@gmail.com 

 

If anyone would like to sponsor Wayne 

on his adventure, then please click on 

the links below; 

 

MIND 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundra

iser-

web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfile

Page.action?userUrl=WayneKoda 

 

NORTHERN INUIT SOCIETY 

https://www.gofundme.com/qejbb7uc 

 

 

RAMC REUNITED REUNION 

2018 
 

The 9th gathering of RAMC Reunited 

will take place 2-4 February 2018 at 

the Adelphi Hotel Liverpool. 

  

Information and booking form are 

appended to this newsletter. The 

Reunion is very popular amongst 

former members of the Corps and if 

you are attending the event, may I 

suggest you book sooner than later. 

  

Look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dixonwayne@gmail.com
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=WayneKoda
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=WayneKoda
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=WayneKoda
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=WayneKoda
https://www.gofundme.com/qejbb7uc


AMS MUSEUM MOVE 
 

Members can read about the move of 

the AMS Museum on the following link 

on the RAMC Association website: 

 

http://www.ramcassociation.org.uk/mai

n-news/association-news/118-ams-

museum-move 

 

 

FRIENDS OF MILLBANK 

 

Dear Members, 

 

The first Friends of Millbank Lecture 

Evening of the Autumn Term on Friday 

23 September 2016, was a great 

success, it truly was a first class event, 

well attended super atmosphere and 

very pleasurable to be back at Chelsea 

College of Arts enjoying convivial 

conversation and a glass of wine. The 

lecture was presented by Professor 

Anthony Bull he leads a multidiscipline 

research team at the Royal British 

Legion Centre for Blast Injury Studies 

at Imperial, developing methods to 

mitigate the effect of Blast Injury on in 

particular those serving in HM Forces. 

 

Professor Anthony Bull, lecture 

summary is set out below 

Title - Engineering and medical 

advances to treat and mitigate the 

physical and physiological effects of 

blast. Abstract - Medical, engineering 

and evacuation and logistics advances 

over the past century have resulted in 

a far higher survival rate from blast 

than previously could have been 

imagined. These survivors have 

hitherto been called ‘unexpected’, yet 

now we expect to see the severely 

injured surviving with complex physical 

and physiological effects, including 

multiple amputations.  The lecture 

explored the lessons learned in the 

context of new understanding of blast 

injuries and how engineers, scientists 

and clinicians together have made 

great strides in further increasing 

survivability.  Anthony Bull leads the 

Centre for Blast Injury Studies in which 

military clinicians and civilian 

academics work together to improve 

the mitigation of injury and advance 

treatment, rehabilitation and recovery 

thus increasing lifelong health and 

quality of life after blast injury. His 

lecture included examples of findings 

from recent conflicts. 

The feedback from those attending 

was universally full of praise and 

acknowledgement that the lecture was 

outstanding. 

 

The second lecture of the Autumn 

Term is the Blair Lecture to be given 

by Major General Mungo Melvin CB 

OBE Presenting “The life, work and 

legacy of Professor Dr Nikolai Pirogov”  

The flyer is attached to this 

newsletter.  

 

The Diary Details are: Date Friday 21 

October 2016, Registration and 

refreshments from 5.30 pm at the 

Chelsea College of Arts 16 John Islip 

Street, London SW1P 4JU formerly the 

Royal Army Medical College, the 

lecture starts at 1900, because the 

lecturer is chairing a meeting in 

Chatham previously. This lecture is 

one NOT to be missed 

  

 

http://www.ramcassociation.org.uk/main-news/association-news/118-ams-museum-move
http://www.ramcassociation.org.uk/main-news/association-news/118-ams-museum-move
http://www.ramcassociation.org.uk/main-news/association-news/118-ams-museum-move


Looking forward to seeing an even 

bigger attendance on Friday 21 

October 2016, 

 

Yours, 

 

Frank Davis 

 

Chairman 

frankeadavis@gmail.com 



ORDER OF SERVICE 

MAJOR WILLIAM BARNSLEY ALLEN VC, DSO, MC & BAR 
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Mick McCran 

132 Nightingale Crescent 
Lincoln LN6 0JZ 

Tel: 01522 879307 
Mobile: 07748643552 

Email: michael.mccran@ntlworld.com 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
RAMC REUNITED 2018 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those members who attended the eighth gathering 
of RAMC Reunited which took place at the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool during the weekend 5th to 8th 
February 2016.  The number of members attending was down as in previous reunions.  A number of 
those unable to make it, contacted me stating that they had just had long awaited surgery and were 
recuperating, or, they were being admitted just prior to the reunion. There were also those who had 
received long awaited Out-Patient appointments that could not be put off.  Here is hoping that you 
all are fully recovered and look forward to seeing you in February 2018.   
 
The weekend went well and those who did attend appeared to have enjoyed it.  It was decided at 
the General Meeting on the Saturday morning that the weekend should be cut back to two days, 
that being the Friday and Saturday.  I have negotiated with the hotel an early bird option for those of 
you who wish to attend on the Thursday night or stay over on the Sunday night a price of £40.00 per 
person per night for Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who travelled from America, Cyprus, 
Malta and Spain, to attend.  Thank you. 
 
For those members for whom it was their first time attending, we hope that you enjoyed the 
weekend and look forward to meeting up with you in 2018. 
 
VENUE FOR NEXT FUNCTION 
2nd to 4th FEBRUARY 2018 
RAMC Reunited 2018 will be from 2nd to 4th February 2018 and will take place at the Adelphi Hotel, 
Liverpool.   
 
BOOKING 
The issue of long queues when booking in on the Friday afternoon I think would appear to have been 
resolved.  If members would like to adopt the same booking method as for the 2016 Reunion and 
that is,  members can pay a deposit in order to secure accommodation, but will need to make 
payment in full, which should include the £12.00 parking charge for those requiring to use the car 
parking facilities (vehicle registration is to be disclosed at the time of making the booking) Payment 
should be settled with the use of debit/credit card by no later than 19th January 2018 which is 14 

days prior to the Reunion. The Britannia Hotel chain, like most outlets are being charged a 

levy by Credit Card Companies and this is being passed onto the customer. The hotel may 
charge £2.00 for credit card transactions and £0.50 for debit card transactions.  Those 
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members adopting this method would on arrival not have to report to the main reception desk, but 
report to the desk staffed by a member of the Adelphi Hotel staff which will be located close to the 
RAMC Reunited “meet and greet” desk in the foyer and collect an envelope which will contain their 
room key.  Members not using this method will be processed through the hotel reception desk. 
   
 Any member wishing  to have credit with the hotel during their stay, can attend the desk at any 
time and give the reception staff their credit/debit card details to open credit for them.  
 
Act now and complete the booking form and send it of today with your deposit - the hotel will take 

telephone bookings.  To secure a booking a deposit of £35.00 per person is required and this can be 

done by credit card guarantee or a cheque. If you intend to make a booking by telephone, please 

phone 0151 709 7200 during normal working hours Monday to Friday (0900 -1630 hours).  You will 

initially get a member of the reception staff.  Ask to be put through to Anna O’Brien or her deputy 

and make the booking.  Please do not phone outside these timings as you will be put through to 

Britannia Hotels Central Reservations and, they will book you into the hotel as a normal guest and 

not as a member of the RAMC Reunited Group. 

The hotel will allow one weeks’ notice of cancellation for a full refund and after this time, 
members will be charged for one night’s stay and refund the remainder. 
 
The hotel is offering an Early Bird Booking at a cost of £40.00 per person which includes dinner, bed 
and breakfast, for those members who wish to book in on the evening of Thursday 1st February 2018 
and, stay over an extra night on Sunday night 4th February 2018. 
 
WEEKEND ITINERARY  
The Adelphi Hotel will provide a 1 and 2 night package, and also Saturday Reunion Dinner only, 
details of which are shown below.  The booking proforma, which is attached, will need to be 
completed and forwarded directly to the hotel with your deposit.  You are advised to reserve your 
accommodation as soon as possible and not leave it to the last moment.  Do not be disappointed 
and miss out on what has now become a popular gathering. Act now and complete the booking form 
and send it of today with your deposit - the hotel will take telephone bookings.  To secure a booking 
a deposit of £35.00 per person is required and this can be done by debit/credit card guarantee or a 
cheque.  
 
The weekend has been planned as follows: 
 
Friday 2nd February 
Check in from 1400 hours until 1700 hours  
Dinner - 1830 -2230 hours – Venue Banqueting Hall 
Disco – 2100 -2359 hours 
Overnight En Suite Accommodation 
 
Saturday 3rd February 
0730 - 1000 hours - Full English Breakfast – Pearce Room 
1045 hours - General Meeting – Derby Room 
1900 for 1930 hours - Reunion Dinner - 3 Course Set Menu – Banqueting Hall 
2100 hours - Raffle 
2130 – Entertainment – Stadt Band  
Overnight En Suite Accommodation 
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Sunday 4th February 
0700 - 0930 hours - Full English Breakfast – Pearce Room 
Guests depart by 1100 hours. 
 
COST 
 
Dinner Only Friday Night (2nd Feb) @ £20.00 per person 
 
Dinner Only (Saturday 3rd Feb) @ £27.00 per person 
 
1 Night B&B (Sat 3rd Feb) + Dinner - Twin / Double @ £76.00 per person 
 
1 Night B&B (Sat 3rd Feb) + Dinner - Single @ £100.00     
 
2 Nights B&B (Fri/Sat) + Dinner - @ £145.00 per person 
 
Extra nights (Thu + Sun)  - @ £40.00 per person 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
The Britannia Adelphi Hotel has 402 bedrooms with ensuites and all feature direct dial telephone, 
colour television/radio, hair dryer, trouser press and complimentary tea and coffee tray.  200 rooms 
(150 Twin/Double and 50 Single rooms) have been reserved for RAMC Reunited and hopefully these 
will be used.    
 
The Adelphi Hotel will on the 30th December 2017 release any rooms that have not been booked to 
other parties. So therefore, book early and don’t be disappointed.    
 
DISABLED FACILITIES 
There are 4 bedrooms within the hotel which have disabled facilities. Wheelchair users have access 
to all the function rooms within the hotel. 
 
DRESS 
Dress for the Saturday evening will be Lounge Suit. 
 
CAR PARKING FACILITIES 
The hotel has ample car parking facilities.  The Committee have negotiated with the hotel that 
members attending our Reunion will be charged £12.00 for the whole duration of their stay. 
Members will be required to pay the £12.00 when making the full payment by credit/debit card.  
Please ensure that you disclose your vehicle registration when making your full payment. 
 
GENERAL MEETING 
Minutes of the General Meeting which took place on Saturday 6th February 2016 are attached. 
 
ELIGIBILITY TO ATTEND RAMC REUNITED 
The event is aimed at all ranks of former members of the RAMC whether they served as National 
Servicemen, Regular Army, Army Reserve and widow(ers) of late RAMC. It is an occasion whereby 
individuals along with their spouses/ partners meet up with friends and former colleagues of 
yesteryear.  
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(Note:  When a regular member of the RAMC retires from the service and enlists into the TA or takes 
up a Non Regular Permanent Staff (NRPS) appointment within the RAMC or another Corps/Regiment 
he/she is also eligible to attend.  Individuals who enlist into the TA (RAMC) who have had no former 
regular service will become eligible to attend on retirement from the TA). 
 
DONATIONS 
RAMC Reunited is a self-sufficient run event and relies on monies raised over the weekend.  If 
members would like to make a donation to RAMC Reunited, they can send a cheque to me made 
payable to “RAMC Reunion”.  In order not to incur additional postage costs, I will not send out an 
acknowledgement of receipt of donations unless specified on the donation proforma. 
 
RAMC Reunited has a PayPal Account and Andy Sumpner has inserted a PayPal button on the 
Donation Form on the RAMC Reunited website.  If you wish to make a donation to RAMC Reunited 
using this facility, all you need to do is go www.ramcreunited.co.uk,  under the Reunions & Events 
button  click on Liverpool 2014,  click on the donation form and then click on the PayPal  button to 
make your donation. 
 
PUBLICIZE RAMC REUNITED 
RAMC Reunited is publicized through the Corps Magazine, Soldier Magazine, British Legion 
Magazine, and various web sites.  I would like to request if you are in contact with former members 
of the Corps would you please get in touch with them and let them know about RAMC Reunited.  
They can either contact me on my e-mail address or phone me and I will forward them a copy of this 
letter.  Look forward to seeing you in Liverpool.  
 
“In Arduis Fidelis” 
 
 Mick McCran   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures: 
Booking Form 
Minutes of General Meeting 
Donation Proforma 
Database Update Proforma 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to%20www.ramcreunited.co.uk
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ACCOMMODATION BOOKING FORM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                            

RAMC REUNITED WEEKEND 
2nd – 4th FEBRUARY 2018 

BRITANNIA ADELPHI HOTEL, LIVERPOOL 
 

Dinner Only Friday Night            @ £20.00 per person    

Dinner Only (Sat 3rd February)                                                     @ £27.00 per person               

1 Night B & B (Sat 3rd Feb) + Dinner   Twin/Double        @ £75.00 per person                 

1 Night B & B (Sat 3rd Feb) + Dinner            Single        @ £100.00 per person         

2 Nights B & B (Fri/Sat) + Dinner                                                 @ £145.00 per person               

Extra nights (Thu + Sun)                         @ £40.00 per person                  
 

Guests Name(s) Room Type: 
Double/Twin 
or Single 

No of Rooms No of Persons 
in room 

Date of 
Arrival 

No of Nights 

      

      

      

      

Special Bedroom Requests: 
 

 Dietary Requirements: 
 

Address Details: 
 
Address:                                                                                      Daytime Tel: 
                                                                                                     Mobile: 
 
Postcode:  
Email address: 

THE FOLLOWING SECTION MUST BE COMPLETED 

A credit/debit card or cheque is needed to guarantee your booking. A non-refundable deposit of 
£35.00 per person will be taken from your card at this stage.  All accounts must be settled before 

arrival or on departure (see notes overleaf) 

Payment enclosed by (please tick box)      Credit/Debit Card             Cheque     

Credit/Debit Card Type Name on the card 

  

Credit/Debit Card Number Expiry date: 

                

Cheque enclosed Valued @£35.00 per person 

Car parking required @ £12.00 for stay   Yes/No Vehicle Registration Number: 

 
Signature ____________________________________    Date ___________________ 

RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO: 
Anna O’Brien, Accommodation Sales, Britannia Adelphi Hotel, Ranelagh Place 

                                                                        Liverpool L3 5UL                                                                         (PTO) 
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NOTE: 
 
 The hotel have advised me that members can pay a deposit in order to secure accommodation, but 
will need to make payment in full, which should include the £12.00 parking charge for those 
requiring to use the car parking facilities (vehicle registration is to be disclosed at the time of making 
the booking).  Payment should be settled with the use of debit/credit card by no later than 19th 
January 2018 which is approximately 14 days prior to the Reunion. The Britannia Hotel chain, like 
most outlets are being charged a levy by Credit Card Companies and this is being passed onto the 
customer. The hotel will charge £2.00 for credit card transactions and £0.50 for debit card 
transactions.  Those members adopting this method would on arrival not have to report to the main 
reception desk, but report to the desk staffed by a member of the Adelphi Hotel staff which would 
be located close to the RAMC Reunited meet and greet desk in the foyer and collect an envelope 
which will contain their room key.  Members not using this method will be processed through the 
reception desk. 
   
 Any member wishing  to have credit with the hotel during their stay, can attend the desk at any 
time and give the reception staff their credit/debit card details to open credit for them.  
 

The hotel will allow one weeks’ notice of cancellation for a full refund and after this time, 
members will be charged for one night’s stay and refund the remainder. 
 
The hotel is offering an Early Bird Booking at a cost of £40.00 per person per night which includes 
dinner, bed and breakfast, for those members who wish to book in on Thursday night 1st February 
2018 and stay over an extra night on Sunday night 4th February 2018. 
 
If you are making a booking by telephone, please phone 0151 709 7200 during normal working hours 
Monday to Friday (0900 -1630 hours).  You will initially get a member of the reception staff.  Ask to 
be put through to Anna O’Brien and make the booking.  Please do not phone outside these timings 
as you will be put through to Britannia Hotels Central Reservations and, they will book you into the 
hotel as a normal guest and not as a member of the RAMC Reunited Group. 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING – ADELPHI HOTEL 
SATURDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2016 
Meeting opened at: 1045hrs 
Number present at the opening: 92 
Number present at the close:  104 
Chairman: Mac McHale 
Secretary: Mick McCran 
Entertainment: Bob Jordan (Nobby Garbutt Committee’s Entertainment Member)  
Raffle Organiser: Bryan Hair 
Note Taker: Brian Wilson 
 
1.  WELCOME ADDRESS 
Mac McHale the Chairman opened the 8th RAMC Reunited Reunion General Meeting by welcoming 
everyone. He noted that 266 members had registered   for the reunion which was a slight decrease 
on the 2014 attendance and, thanked all for attending. 
 
2.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and accepted as a true record. 
 
Proposed by:  Paul Whittick 
Seconded by: Brian Tennuci 
 
3.  APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from: 
Frank Halliday, Sam Batty, Chris Tong, Phillip (Taff) Vandenwarker, Chris Baines, Charles G Batty, Bill 
Condick, Chris Dawkins, Colin Gidman, David Greenslade, Rab Aitken, Trevel Henry, Dave and Lyn 
Naylor, Marcus Allen, John Wall, Derek George, Frank Hunter, Angus Bustin, Dan Grant, Nobby 
Garbutt, Fred Boland, Roy Kibblewaite, Phil Basford, Noel Nash, Billy Noble, George Poole 
 
4.  RAMC REUNITED STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 
Mick McCran read out the transactions of the account as at 05/02/2016 
 
The Secretary presented the account outlining the transactions. He then addressed the meeting in 
relation to a former Medic by the name of Mark Webster who was found living on the streets of 
Liverpool with his son just before Christmas. The Charity Soldiers of The Streets has housed him and 
his child.  Mick went onto to say that he became aware of Mark’s plight through Facebook.  There 
was no direct contact with Mark, it was through a third person.  Having spoken to the Chairman who 
agreed with Mick’s proposition, that Mark be invited to attend the reunion and stay overnight on the 
Saturday and, the expenses be paid from RAMC Reunited account.  He was glad to say that Mark 
accepted and is looking forward to seeing some old friends and former colleagues.  Mick paid £50.00 
cost for hotel accommodation and Reunion Dinner plus breakfast and, would like to recover the cost 
from the funds.    
     
This was unanimously approved. 
 
Income Balance:        £3483.28 
Expenditure:               £2401.33 
Balance of Account:  £1081.95 
 
The secretary commented that including our welfare case the Expenditure matched our income 
which is as it should be and commended the Statement of Account for approval. 
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The Statement of Account was approved as a true record. 
Proposed by: Trevor Cooper 
Seconded by: Chris Richards 
Carried 
 
The Chairman addressed the meeting raising the issue of donations and requested that those 
amongst us who were self-employed would consider making a donation to the RAMC Reunited 
Funds.  He also urged those who were employed to approach their employers with a view to 
sponsoring us. 
 
5.   ELECTION OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
The Chairman expressed his sorrow that Nobby Garbutt was unable to attend the weekend because 
of surgical complications and wished him a speedy recovery. Meanwhile, Bob Jordan kindly 
volunteered to take over the entertainment on this occasion.  
 
The Chairman advised members that the committee need some young blood; most of the present 
committee has served since our inauguration. 
 
Bryan Hair gave notice that he was standing down and urged someone to take over the organisation 
of the Raffle. 
 
Stephen and Rosemary Cuthbertson volunteered and accepted. 
 
The Chairman welcomed the new members on board and thanked Bryan Hair for his marvellous 
work. 
 
There being no further changes to the committee John Farrar Hockley proposed that committee be 
accepted ‘en bloc’ and  in addition  proposed a vote of thanks for the committees hard work hard 
work which was accepted unanimously 
 
6.  DURATION OF RAMC REUNITED WEEKENDS 
The Chairman reviewed our previous reunions and wondered if any changes should be made to the 
duration of the weekend for future gatherings. After a healthy discussion it became apparent that a 
two day event was preferred. To conclude, the chairman gave two options to vote for by a show of 
hands:  
 
Option 1 - the reunion be held over three days  
 
Option 2 - the reunion changed to two days 
 
The members overwhelmingly voted for Option 2 
 
7.  VENUE FOR RAMC REUNITED 2018 
The Chairman asked the members if they had any preferences for future Reunion venues.  Chairman 
and Secretary presented S.W.O.T analysis of the venues.  
 
Following a long and erudite discussion a show of hands were in favour of returning to the Adelphi 
Hotel as the venue for the next reunion which will take place 2nd – 4th February 2018. 
 
Costs:  Twin Bed Double Room sharing - £76 per person 
Single Occupancy - £100 
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Two Night Package - £145 per person 
Friday Night Dinner Only - £20.00 per person 
Saturday Night Only        - £27.00 per person 
 
8.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
8.1     The chairman discussed the arrangements for the evening. 
 
8.2     Phil Basford is actively involved in fund raising for the Pegasus Bridge Memorial Flight which is 
going to be placed in the Special Forces Grove in the National Arboretum.  Phil has commissioned a 
piece of glassware with the RAMC Memorial Statue etched on.  Spot Motley has organised a Blind 
Auction which hopefully will raise money for the Pegasus Bridge Memorial Flight.  The draw will take 
place on the Saturday night. 
 
Further info:  
  
http://www.oxfordtimes.co.uk/news/14100171.Call_to_fund_a_national_memorial_for_our_Ox___
Bucks_D_Day_heroes/?ref=mr&lp=16 
 
8.3     CHARITIES 
 
The Chairman invited the members to nominate charity proceeds of the main raffle   
Combat Stress, SSAFA, RAMC Charitable fund were mooted. 
 
8.4    WALTER HART’S UPDATED PHOTO ALBUM   
 
Walter Hart has updated is photo album and will be on display for members to view. 
 
8.5    BOOK – WAR MEDIC HERO    
 
Michael Naya was launching the book he wrote in honour of his late brother Pierre Naya MM.  Any 
members wishing to purchase a copy of the Book can do so following the meeting.  Michael will sign 
copies of the book. 
 
8.6    RAMC REUNITED “MEMBERS OPINION ON THE WAY AHEAD” 
 
The Chairman requested members to fill in their feedback forms to help design  the format and 
running of future events – he also took a straw poll which resulted the members to continue in the 
same trusted format. 
                  
8.7  WEEKENDS ENTERTAINMENT 
 
Bob Jordan discussed the entertainment plans for the weekend. 
     
8.8   NAMES BADGES 
 
It was suggested that for future reunions it might be a good idea for members to wear name badges 
with the date they joined in order to aid recognition. However this proposal was unanimously 
rejected by all assembled.  The Chairman advised that if members want to wear name badges by all 
means but it will be an individual decision. 
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8.9   VETERAN’S MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES 
 
Harry Holder felt that there was not sufficient communication in Wales regarding Veteran’s mental 
health issues and volunteered to join with others in setting up a better communications network 
 
8.10  DISCOUNT ON P & 0 CRUISES 
Dai Leek advised members that P & O were offering discounts and money to spend on cruises for 
Veterans. Veterans would need to present some form of service identification. In addition, veterans 
in receipt of a war pension are entitled to a free oyster card                       
 
 
9.  CLOSING REMARKS 
The Chairman thanked members for attending and wished them an enjoyable weekend and gently 
reminded them to forget the Rugby and  to be sat at their tables by 1929 hrs ready for the Stand 
bearers and start of the function. 
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RAMC REUNITED DATABASE 
 
 
(COMPLETE ONLY IF YOU HAVE NOT SUBMITTEDTHIS PROFORMA BEFORE OR YOUR DETAILS HAVE 
CHANGED) 
 
In order that I can keep the “RAMC Reunited” Database up to date, I ask if your contact details have 
changed, would you kindly complete this proforma and return it to me at the address shown below. 
 
PLEASE PRINT 
 
From:  
 
Please remove me from your database                     YES/NO 
 
Please update my details: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
Tel No: 
 
E-mail:  
  
 
Please return this proforma to: 
 
Mick McCran 
132 Nightingale Crescent, 
Lincoln LN6 0JZ      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(PTO) 
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DONATION TO RAMC REUNITED 
 
From: 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
 
I wish to make a £    :      donation to RAMC Reunited. 
 
Please send me a receipt for this donation               YES/NO 
 
Please make cheques payable to:  RAMC Reunion 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
 (Signature) 
 
Please forward your donation to:   
 
                Mick McCran 
  132 Nightingale Crescent 
       Lincoln LN6 0JZ 
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